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V*&p 10i6T. senator JavlU, (ft) Kew York, epc&e cdQeerntag . 
<ter oi Mrtgar %♦%»#**, a«kZ ftecretar? el tfce Maiioeal /gaoclattoa lor 
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AoVaactuoiit oi Cclored People, pointing out that this Is wether rcttlsdor oi the 
grta oierlouanea* or tiio cifil right* stre&tfe. Sfc stated "I **r. ««re tb* Attoroey 
General oi tb« halted States vttl IotoSc the toll resource* oC Ue FBI as well a* 
the toU power acd authority ol Ut* executive department a»dor e&lAllt^ la* to 
traei tfown tie &uUty; tod I *»ow fee vlll fasist ttpoa the State oi HUalssippl 
exerct»ln£ All 1U authority toward tae eacit end. M 
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In the original of almpmorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for l\'W was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 

portions ofJa^J^He^ be CliPPed- m ° Unted ' ^ P 

in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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b ;r> About 1 50 Denver Negroes plus a doz en whites paraded 
■peacefully along sidewalks to Fuller Park Sunday in a dem- 
onstration for Medgar Evers, slain civil rights leade r, " 

£-" Singing hymns and carrying 
gmall "black mourning fUgs, the 
r marchers moved through . 00-de- 
; gree heat on their 10-block parade 
to ihe shady park at E.28th ave. 
5 and Williamslst; ^-—V*-* '•' 
*'"■ There, the group swelled to 

x>ut 500, who crowded about lo< 
A Negro leaders and minister^ 
[hey eulogized E vers who wai 

tot* from f ambush in ^Jackson 

Liss., June 12, ? ~ - T - 
. **You are here to commemorate 
the death of a great "American," 
declared Irving P. "Andrews, a 
Denver attorney and president of 
the Colorado unit of the National 
Assn. for the Advancement of 
Colored People. , 

"He is dead today" because h: 
< ;as black/' Andrews said." . .^ . 
Vou can never* do* enough, in thlt 
man's memory. * : i 

"What Evers tried to do in his 
lifetime was to restore you to your 
dignity'.-. . to^tand up and be 
men and women in this country, 
to be true upright Americans. You 
are now experiencing and partici- '* 
pating in the winds of change," 
Andrews said. 

The demonstration was the 
- first of two scheduled here this - 
* week. 

Tuesday night, a march from the : 
:East Denver park where Sunday's . 
service was held to the City-Coun- 
ty Bldg. downtown is scheduled to 
^end with presentation of demands' 
*to the city government for anend , 
to all discrimination against" 
Negroes in housing, employment 
and job advancement. 

Among Negro leaders present 1 
were the Rev, L. Sylvester Odom, 
a Methodist ^ minister who heads 
the Greater^EasfTJenver Action] 



cipal speech __ t 

ice.'"'' * -5-*»V> \ '•- ?■' -•' " " ** y „ 

He chided Negroes who did not 

| participate, saying -he had seen 

several along the route of the 

march "watering their lawns while, 

Rome burns." . : 

He urged them* to "get off your 

porches" and into, the fight -ior 

11 equality./' *v- •*•".*'-■ ••--. '■ ,: ■" ■; 

"We need jobs .-. .jobs that 
pay decent salaries " he said. "We 
need the right to buy homes wher- 
ever our money will enable us to 
buy, without resorting to subter- 
fuge." 

He praised Denver police for 
their co-operation, but said Ne- 
groes need assurance police will 
continue to treat Negroes here 
fairly and assurance "that those 
black men on the force can be ad- 
vanced to positions of authority." 

A white minister, the Rev. Jack 
H. Alford of Denver, of the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of 
Christ, was one of the v parade 
leaders. 
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!- In a quiet memorial parade for Medlar Evers,^ 
i; slain civil righto leader, about 150 Denver/march- 



ers walked 10 Mods slnrinf hymns in 90-dejree 

heat Sunday. V* »-^r^ 

—— —-Rocky Mountein Newt Photo by Mike O'Meerm. 
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MS' BROW 
WIFE PRAISE FBI 

(Hit Ttmes-Plesruae CiptUI Bureau) 

JACKSON, Miss.— The wile and 
brother of slain Negro leader 
Medgar Even here have ex- 
pressed their praise of the work 
done by the Federal Bureau of; 
Investigation In the arrest of a, 
Greenwood white man for the 
Even murder. I 

"I appreciate the work the TBI 
has done," Mrs. Even said atjl J 
her modest home here where berp * 
busband was slain by a snipers' 
bullet June 12. 

"I'm too emotional about this 
still, but in due time I will have 
more to say." j 

Meantime, Charles Evers, 
brother of the dead Negro leader, 
who has replaced him as state 
field secretary of the NAACP, 
declared: "I am gratified that the 
information supplied by the FBI 
has resulted in the arrest of a 
prime suspect in the killing of\ 
my brother, Medgar." 

Byron De La Beckwith was ar- 
rested late Saturday night after 
the FBI had traced a telescopic 
gunsight used in the slaying and 
a fingerprint to him. 

The intensive investigation by 
the FBI required the elimination 
of 15,000 telescopic sights in the 
country to establish the probable 
owner of the sight found on the 
suspected murder weapon. It also 
required identifying the correct 
fingerprint from among 168 mil- 
lion sets of prints in the national; 
FBI files. * j 

A single thumb print was taken 1 
from the .30-06 Enfield rifle which 
w y found ^ hout 300 vards Jrom 
the murder scene. r *' ; "* 



eT 



,/■'- 



,2&u/w-«k 




■44 



I -T "ITT" 



Mr . Tolso n *^^ 

Mr." BeimuntlC^. 
Mr. Mohr„£_ 

Mr, Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Goncrad.^— 

Mr. Gale _-^r 

Mr. Risen *£«_ 

Mr. 'StMivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room^— 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



(Indicate page, name ol 
newspaper, city and state.) 

PACE k SEC 2 



THE TIMES PICAYUNE 



NEW ORLBNS LA. 



Date: JUNE 2$, 296? 

Edition: 
Author: 

Editor: 

ntie: BYRON DE LA 

BECKWITH: MEDGAR 
EVEH&: VICTIM 

Character: i RM 
or 

Classification: 2,57 " 

Submitting Ottice'JJEW ORLEAH 



~^3) 



REQ- 58 



%* 



<&. 







ENCLOSURE • • 

• .v. . .-7>r •' 
SI JUL H .13b3 







rmgetprintspnAM\e 

-••-•-• — ». ••'• _:-w Ir, onnnection Wit 



«- , ••...,.-• - ■■ -v--,, • "wi-ht In connection with the murder, 

THE DILIGENT and^ thorough FBI n*M «n BaekwUh. WM teken ^ 

went to wprk in earnest ^ n ^ ?£ , UiS . Commissioner. ,-»"«• 

utes after it was learned that a Negro fore a ^^ ^ ^ 

returning from an ^ration meet- toM£w or to plead 

ing in Mississippi was shot in the back "»~\ - 

« te left his automobile to enter his . umocence. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of 

borne. ilhe murdered Negro. From it the FBI 

It was assumed by the jwtoe «•- obtjdned fin gerprints. The US. At- 

tion that the Negro was killed by a c^era! shyn _ mnch «ore «ro 

white segregationist who bad let his ° * ., .... , t,™ 

. .. ^ v:- «.cnn Now an 



I (indicate paqe. ««»"»• •' 
new.poper, city and .tat..) 



prejudice outrun his reason. Now an 
Lest has been made. A 42-year-old 
white man in Greenwood, Miss., who 
is « salesman is the man who was ar- 
rested. He is a member of the Citizens 
Council. 

' Medgar Evers! the Negro who .was 
killed, became a martyr, his death 
fanning emotional .flames to a new 
pitch. The murder became one of the 
wost sinister.©! recent developments . 
in connection with the racial -ftnfe. ... 

I, • All Americans with a aense of jus- 
Itice were shocked by the murder and 
.hoped for early apprehension and pun- 
ishment of the guilty person. 

However divergent may be views 
concerning the racial matter, no true 
American could condone the murder- 
ous step that was taken against Med- 
gar Evans. 

Shooting a man in the back under 
cover of darkness or under any other 
Scumstances is not the way to racial 
harmony. The Mississippi murder 
only brought. on more strife, engen- 
dered more hatred. 

TM — h s, ~ man arrested Saturday 



torney uroic*"* »»v» 

dence has been gathered in connection 

with the case. . 

If the white man arrested is found 
to be the guilty person, then certainly 
he should be subjected to the full pen- 
alty provided by law. 

Whoever killed Medgar Evers did 
not take the law in his own hands. 
The Negro had violated no law. He 
had conducted himself in a way that 
had obviously stirred ire. So the man 
who did the killing was simply giving 
vent in primitive fashion to -raging 
prejudice. •■•'.« • 

Whatever may be the outcome of 
the current civil rights campaign, there 
will be a continuation of racial prej- 
udice. It exists in other countries and 
has existed through the ages. Laws 
^cannot erase it and laws cannot bring 
■social acceptance. 

But we as the people making up a 
nation that U leading the free world 
must be a people of Jfw-abidmg citi- 
zens, striving especially hard at this 
critical moment to move forward to- 
gether with the least friction possible, 
islanding solidly against such incidents 
las the murder in Mississippi. __ 
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We Congratulate Police And FBI 
^Without Pre-judging Evidence 



Without giving any pre-trial judgment on 
the evidence uncovered, and with a definite 
desire to avoid trying the case in the 
awspapers, never-tfae-less we feel com- 
mendation is due the Jackson Police De- 
partment and the. Federal Bureau of in- 
vestigation for their work in the Evers 
case. 

For one thing, the cooperation exhibited 
by the two branches of law enforcement, 
local and national, has been a fine exam- 
ple of the teamwork which is needed for 
(he proper protection of our people at all 

levels. t 

For a second thing, the prompt action 
of the Jackson police in discovering a wea- 
pon that could have been used in fin 
crime is commendable. And wrnrnendable 
also Is the careful handling of that dis- 
covery by the officers who retrieved it 
from the weeds anil grass into which 
someone had thrown it 

This careful handling enabled the stall of 
Captain Ra^fli H«ff gr ove to locate and de- 



velop the latent finger print on the tele- 
scopic sight on the weapon. Such things 
are not super-natural; at the same time, 
they are not routine. It required knowledge, 
experience and patience for the accom- 
plishment to be brought about 

For a third thing, the FBI k to be 
praised for tracking down the set of fin- 
gerprints with which me latent print de- 
veloped by Cant. Hargrove could be match- 
ed. Given a full set of ten fingerprints, 
clearly identifiable, FBI files will easily 
come through with an identification of an 
individual whose prints are on file. 
•But the identification of a Vme print is 
Mother matter, requiring intensive search 
of the files and close comparison with 
possible mates of the print. Again patience, 
skill and experience are recites for a 
completed task. 

And so it is that we come to congratu- 
late the Jackson Police Department and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 
effective work on the oase.-wrf for work- 
tog together. • - : '■ 
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IN THE CIRClA COURT OF THE FIRSTJUDIC] 

^ HINDS O)UOTY,"STAIE.:0FWsiSSOTI ! ""'"'^ 4 ^^i 

r ...^i.u-....-.,.....-»v) \*tsc» 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
VS: 

♦ ■ * - 

BYRON De La BECKWITH 



^ 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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PLAINTIFF 



-. ?V-.- 



-. ^ »- -, » * ' 



DEFENDANT 



MOTION . TO PRODUCE 



TO: 



HONORABLE LEON F. HENDRICK, CIRCUIT JUDGE 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 



Comes now the Defendant, Byron De La Beckwith, by his 
Attorneys of record and respectfully files herewith his _ 4 
Motion for the relief hereinafter sought and in support 
thereof avers to the Court the following:- 

That the above named Defendant now stands indicted 
by the Grand Jury of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, wherein he is charged with the homicide 
of one Medgar Evers in said District, County and State on 
or about June 12, 1963. That on arraignment thereof the 
Defendant entered a plea of not guilty to said charge. 

Defendant, through his Attorneys, is informed and 
believes and avers on information and belief that subsequent 
to the alleged homicide one Ralph Hargrove, a member of the 
Police Department of the City^of Jackson, Mississippi, made 
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.'singer prints «|§^ : ^ 



comparisons and clarifications of Defendant, 

with a cert^J finger-print, or finger > Ants, vhich it X$ ' ^^^^^:^—\ 

alleged the saiC Ralph Hargrove found on a certain telescopic^ 



T 



sight attached to a certain rifle purportedly being the dinger 






print, or finger prints, of Defendant and that said rifle vas^y^^Vj 
presumably used as a weapon in effecting the death of the^tc5^§^fe^^>^ 
deceased, Medgar Evers. That the said Ralph Hargrove testified 



at a preliminary Ja^aring in this cause conducted in Municipal 
Court in the City of Jackson, Mississippi, that the finger ' 
print so found on the telescopic sight attached to the. said 
rifle to b^\the print of the Defendant, Byron De La Beckwith. 






• KV 
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The Defendant has good reason to believe and does . ■ 
believe that on a trial in this cause the said Ralph Hargrove 
as a finger print expert will appear and testify for and on _ 
behalf of the State of Mississippi, alleging that said finger 
print which was found on the telescopic sight on said rifle 
and is identical with the print of the Defendant. 



Defendant, by his Attorneys, here, now asserts and 
claims his constitutional and statutory lawful right to be . 
confronted by the witnesses against him and to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor and to have at the 
trial of this cause full, adequate and complete opportunity and 
facilities for cross examination of witnesses testifying against 
him and further asserts and claims that in order to have and 
preserve to the said Defendant such rights, it is necessary 
that the Defendant or his Counsel, within a reasonable time 



prior to thetrial^f said cause, be permitted^"") examine, 
inspect and %£ve a copy of such finger print, or finger prints, 
—taken or developed by the said Ralph ifergrm^™^^^ 



*> . ^-i-v 



*■ ; ^^ further avers that in order : 

r.to preserve To him said right-and in -order to afford to hitn ; — ~ 
full, adequate and complete -opportunity -and facilities for - --— 



^JRss^xamination of the said; Ralph. Hargrove, it Is necessary 



that the Defendant have a finger print expert of his own selection 
to examine said finger print, or finger prints, and to make 
comparisons, tests and classification thereof in order that 
his Counsel may have sufficient, intelligent information with 



which to conduct such examination 

- Defendant further avers that to prottct his rights 
he is entitled to and now asserts his right arvi claim to have 
comparisons, tests and classification of said finger print, 
or finger prints, taken from the said telescopic sight or the 
said rifle made by finger print experts of Defendant's own 
choosing 50 as to determine whether or not said finger print, 
or finger prints, taken therefrom are in the opinion of such 
finger print expert, of his ovm choosing, in fact the finger 
print, or finger prints, of the Defendant and to have such 
finger print expert to so testify in contradiction or 
explanation of any testimony that may be offered by the said 
Ralph Hargrove or any other experts of the Stated selection 
and choosing that said finger print, or finger prints, are 
in fact those of the Defendant. 3 
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Defendant assengs and claims that in the evg^t he is 
put to trial saidS&arge a denial of Wis request will ,- 
constitute denial to .him of due process of law and ©qua 1 ■' 
protection of law as guaranteed to him by the Constitution ,J±l 
of the United States and the Constitution of the State of ■'/$? '' 
Mississippi, in the event such person, or persons, testify ^ ; -- T 
for the State that said finger print, or finger prints, found 
on the telescopic- sight or on the rifle are those of the . 
Defendant in that £he Defendant thereby would be deprived 
of ati opportunity for full and complete cross examination of 
such witness, or witnesses, and deprived of a fair and impartial 
trial for the reasons set out abov^.. , 

Defendant, by his Attorneys* Wthex avfcrS that in 
the event he is required to so defend himself in said cause, 
the facts and subject matter of this Motion are vital and 
material to his defense against saiw charge. 

WHEREFORE, Defendant by his Attorneys now Tioves this 
Honorable Court to hear evidence and ascertain the present 
custodian of said finger print, or finger prints, and that 
under such supervision and direction as the Court may 
prescribe, the custodian thereof produce and deliver unto 
the Attorneys for the Defendant and a finger print expert 
for and on behalf of the Defendant be given opportunity 
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to make such comparisons, tests and classifications ther 
as the said Defendant's finger print expert may deem necessary 
to enable him intelligently to advise the Defendant and his . ■;.::< 
Counsel in the cross examination of such finger print experts ^ 
as the State may^ffer as witnesses against this Defendant and 
to enable a finger print expert of the Defendant's own choosing 
to testify for and on behalf of the Defendant on the trial of 
this cause and as evidence in behalf of the Defendant. 

* ' . • Respectfully submitted, 
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BYRCM D«.L£ BECKWITH, DEFENDANT 
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Of Counsel for Defendant 
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URG/ENT 8-9-63 4-30 PM CST JLT 

DIRECTOR, FBI /157-901/ * 
'FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS / 157- 1163/ 3-P 

" BYRON & LA BECKWITH., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 

CR, RM. 

RE NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST TWO LAST. 

HEARING ON WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS BEGAN THIS MORNING 
BEFORE RANKIN COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE O.H. BARNETT. BECKWITH 
IN COURT BEING REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEYS HARDY LOTT AND HUGH 
CUNNINGHAM. DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER, JACKSON, MISS., 
AND ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL GARLAND LYLE REPRESENTED STATE OF 

MISSISSIPPI. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY. WILLIAM. WALLER FILED A DEMURRER TO 

DEFENDANT-S PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS ON GROUNDS 
THAT RANKIN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT DID NOT HAVE JURISDICTION, 
WHICH DEMURRER JUDGE BARNETT OVERRULED. 

DEFENSE* , ATfORN^S 1f «Jt«GE THAT ORDER UNDER WHICH BECKWITH 



END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

EXAMINATION OF BECKWITH-S MENTAL CAPACITY AT TIME OF ALLEGED 
CRIME, WHEREAS UNDER MISSISSIPPI LAW MENTAL EXAMINATION CAN 
ONLY GO INTO BECKWITH-S MENTAL COMPETENCY TO CONDUCT A 
DEFENSE, FURTHER THAT A BROAD EXAMINATION WOULD AFFORD THE 
STATE WITNESSES IN THE EVENT SANITY AT THE TIME OF ALLEGED 
•CRIME IS RAISED AS A DEFENSE. 

BARNETT ADJOURNED COURT AT APPROXIMATELY TWELVE NOON 

UNTIL TWO P.M. CST. 

SHORTLY AFTER COURT RESUMED AT TWO P.M., JUDGE BARNETT 
ORDERED BECKWITH REMOVED FROM THE MISSISSIPPI STATE HOSPITAL 
AT WHITFIELD, MISSISSIPPI AND REMANDED -SO THE CUSTODY OF THE 
SHERIFF OF RANKIN COUNTY, MISS ."EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 

JUDGE BARNETT SAID SECTION TWO* FIVE SEVEN FIVE POINT FIVE 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF NINETEEN FORTYTWO UNDER WHICH 
BECKWITH COMMITTED FOR MENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES ONLY FOR AN 



EXAMINATION OJJO*e'tO DETERMINE HIS ABILITY TO MAKE A DEFENSE 
mjgH#F£. FURTHER THAT NOWHERE IN THE ORDER OF JUDGE LEON 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

HENDRICK, HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE, DOES IT PROVIDE THAT THE 
MENTAL EXAMINATION IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF EVALUATING DEFENDANT-S 
MENTAL CAPACITY TO MAKE A DEFENSE. BARNETT SAID IN HIS OPINION 
THE ORDER ENTERED BY JUDGE HENDRICK EXCEEDS THE AUTHORITY AS 
SET OUT IN ABOVE CODE AND THEREFORE, THE PRIOR ORDB£ IS VOJD 
AND THE DETENTION OF BECKWITH AS A PATIENT IN THE MISSISSIPPI 
STATE HOSPITAL IS ILLEGAL. ^ eg* 
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State Will Appeal Directive 
Halting Beckwith's Exams 



:A I 



By W. C. SHOEMAKER 
Daily News Staff Writer 
CARTHAGE, Miss. - State at- 
torneys today planned to appeal 
a circuit judge's action in ending 
a mental test for Byron De La 
Beckwith which was ordered by 
another judge. . 

Judge 0. H. Barnett ruled in 
Carthage on Friday that Circuit 
Judge Leon Hendrick of Jackson 
violated Beckwith's constitutional 
rights by ordering him subjected 
to a through mental examination 
before standing trial for murder 
in the slaying of NAACP leader 
Medgar Evers. 

RULES ORDER VOID 
Barnett ruled Hendrick's order 
is void and ordered the Green- 
wood fertilizer salesman released 
from Whitfield mental hospital 
and beld by the Rankin Coflntv 
sheriff pending trial in Hinds 
County. 

District Attorney Bill Waller 
and Assistant state Attorney Gen- 
eral Garland Lyell said they will 
ask Mississippi's Supreme Court 
to overrule -Barnett. ^ 
Barnett said Hendrick** order 



for amental examination vio- 
lated Beckwith's right to speedy 
trial although Waller had argued 
the test would not cause post- 
ponement of the trial. 

The mental test would take 
from 30 to 90 days, he said, and 
trial could not normally be held 
until late October. 

Barnett said Hendrick had a 
legal right to order Beckwith to 
the mental hospital to determine 
if he is mentally capable of help- 
ing defend himself but that he 
had no right to order a more 
complete psychiatric test of his 
sanity at the time of Evers* slay- 



ing 



Barnett took custody of Beck- 
with from Hinds County authori- 
ties and ordered him held in the 
Rankin jail at Brandon until his 
case is called for trial in Jack- 
son. 

The judge rejected a plea from 
Waller to allow Hinds Sheriff J. R. 
Gilfoy to serve a warrant charg- 
ing murder on Beckwith in the 
courtroom at Carthage and return 
him to jail in Jackson. 



Barnett said he will have Rank- 
in Sheriff J. R. Edwards deliver 
Beckwith to the Hinds Court for 
trial when the case is called. 

Waller also unsuccessfully 
sought to have Barnett re-commit 
Beckwith to the mental hospital 
for such examination as he termed 
legal. The judge said he had no 
authority to do so since Beckwith 
faces no criminal charge in Ran- 
kin County. 

DIVIDED JURISDICTION 

Hendricks* court in Hinds Coun- 
ty has custody of the murder 
charge against Beckwith but the 
mental hospital is located in Ran- 
kin County, which is served by 
Barnett. 

Beckwith's attorneys, Hugh Cun- 
ningham of Jackson, and Hardy 
Lott and Stanny Sanders of Green- 
wood, argued that they brought a 
habeas corpus plea before Bar- 
rett on grounds'Tlendrick had il- 
legally ordered the mental tests 
July 19. 

Waller and Lyell argued that 
Barnett had no jurisdiction in the 
case and should have Referred t he 
habeas corpus plea to Henurieirl 
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«egd Fii is 
Started Today 

Local citizens today started a 
lecal fund for use in defending 
white people involved in civil rights 
cases. 
A spokesman for the croup said: 
"For many years the NAACP 
has operated a lecal defense fund. 
Thcv have raised and spent mil- 
i lions of dollars on the prosecution 
• of civil court actions involving ci- 
' vil rights and in the defense of in- 
dividual nccrocs charged with var v 
Sous crimes, all this in addition to 
having the avowed comfort, aid 
and support of the United States 
Justice. Department. Their success 
is apparent. This fund has enjoyed 
a tax exempt status for many 
years." 

"Today we see the lives of white 
citizens both as individuals and in 
groups swept into the current la- 
cial chaos. Many white citizens are 
unable or hesitant to secure 
prompt and competent -legal assis- 
tance." 

•'We believe the time has come 
to establish a white citizens legal 
fund for counter action against 
various civil rights suits and to 
provide legal advice and counsel 
for white citizens who are threat- 
effid with or involved in civil rights 
litigation at the earliest possible | 
moment in all cases where it .is 
deemed necessary and advis- 
able." 

'•Byron DcLa Bcckiviih. an ex 
Marine wounded in combat, has 
been charged with the murder of 
NAACP Field Secretary Med gar 
Evcrs. Mr. Bcckwith is a 32nd 
Degree Mason, a Shriner, 'a Com- 
municant of Episcopal Church, and 
is a member of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. We do not 
condone the murder of Medgar fi- 
vers and, of couse, we have no 
idea of the guilt- or innocence of 
the accused but we feel that he is 
entitled to competent legal counsel 
and to * fair trial. 

••Monies collected for this fund 
initially will be used to Provide 
legal counsel for Mr. Bcckwith if 
he is found to be in need of funds. 
The fund will be administered by 
a committee of prominent Green- 
wood citi-'.ens who will make any 
r}«Ti^on i^c-.vry «s to disburse- 
; : ; V .. > ,.• .in:, it is inicud- 
f ' . .,. . ;..*s fund. 

■• .. .« T.pt will be mr.de to ac- 
quire - .as exempt status! A 
spokesman for the fund said any- 
one who is interested in contrib- 
uting to mail his check, cash or 
money order to the White Citizens 
Legal Fund P. O. Box 738, Green- 
wood, Mississippi. 
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Directors Chose 
,-f or Citizens 

Greenwood Group "I 
fend Whites In Law 

Soecial to Tbe Commercial A 

GREENWOOD, Miss 
8.— A board of directc 
been named to hanc 
White Citizens Legal F 
cently organized here 
in defending white per. 
volved in civil rights 
The fund was start 
weeks ago after a Grc 
man, Byron De La E 
was charged with the 
of NAACP Field Sc 
Medgar Evers. 

Named to the board 
A. Barrcntine, J. T. 
Sr. ( Sam Williams,' J. 
guson Ellett Lawre; 
Frank K. Odom, Hug 
J. H. Stanton, A. H. Bt 
ert Wingate, Charles I 
ders. Noli Davis, G. r 
Lean and Howard Star 
The presidents of 
wood's three banks, 
Parish Jr., W. C. Nc 
J. H. Peebles, are se; 
financial advisers. 

A spokesman for t 
said "We do not cone 
murder of Medgar Ev 
of course, we have no 
the guilt or innocence 
accused but we feel tr 
.entitled to competent 
counsel and to a fair 
He added. "It is < 
hoped that the area of 
of the fund will b; 
broader than in assi 
financing this one m 
fense. When you cons 
awesome spectacle of < 
standing alone against 
ponderous power, a 
wealth and ingenuity 
Federal Government, 
agents of the Federal 
of Investigation, Ft 
marshals, the Jacksc 
Department and all ; 
lice authorities of *!.:■ 
Mississippi, not i^ 
$27,000. in reward :\ 
staggers the ima^ina 
It was pointed out 
NAACP ha^ operated 
defense fund many y 
has spent millions o 
on the prosecution o 
court actions involv: 
rights and in defens 
dividual Negroes. 
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BYRON^E LA BECKWITHr«B*,~fiEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM » -**> **" 
vREURTEL TODAY. 

Atrial' commenced nine a.m. today, hinds county circuit court. 

APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED JURORS CALLED. ENTIRE DAY TAKEN UP 
WITH QUESTIONING PROSPECTIVE JURORS ^Y^DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM 
WALLER. AS OF FIVE THIRTY P.mT^St'tODAY^NO JUROR HAS BEEN ACCEPTED* 
' HOWEVER WALLER HAS COMPLETED QUESTIONING OF THE TWELVE PROSPECTIVE, 
JURORS PRESENTLy'In JURY BOX. COURT WAS RECESSED UNTIL SEVEN~ 



THIRTY P.M.l'JoNIGHjT WHEN IT IS EXPECTED DEFENSE WILL COMMENCE- 

questioning; 
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BYRON DE LA-BECKWITH, fcKflTMEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM.-eft', ftttV <^' 
DURING AFTERNOON SESSION OF TRIAL JAN. TWENTYEIGHT, STATE AN 



DEFENSE CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF PROSPECTIVE JURORS* 



ONE J)F 

COURT 






PROSPECTIVE JURORS WAS A NEGRO MALE WHO WAS EXCUSED BY THE 

WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT OUT ON EXAMINATION THAT JUROR^S FATHEtthsEVERALX „ v 

YEARS AGO WAS A MURDER VICTIhfsHOT FROM AMBUSH. AT THE CONCLUSION J^sA 

OF TONIGHTS SESSION STATE AND DEFENSE.,. HAD ACCENTED SEVENpflRORS. 

SELECTION OF THE^REMAINING FIVE S^DUCE^^0W£$4*I^J 

POSSIBILITY TESTIMONY MAY COMMENCE L^EJLfl)40«*eW/ - '~ - ' 

END l* t .\x% C . V ."°p&r^ 964 
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^ROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ 1-PAGE 
BYRON^E LA BECKWITH.AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM prf-fflft 

"AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TAKEN UP WITH EXAMINATION 
PROSPECTIVE JURORS. WHEN COURT RECESSED FOR SUPPER TONIGHT TEN JURO 
HAD BEEN ACCEPTED BY STATE AND DEFENSE. JUDGE ORDERED SESSION TONI 
AND TOLD ATTORNEYS TO BE PREPARED TO BE THERE UNTIL MIDNIGHT IF 
NECESSARY TO COMPLETE SELECTION OF JURY. 
END r " V,- 
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BYRON DE LA^ECKWITH, AKA/ MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIfl. 

CR RM. 



I Wr. Betooat 

lr. OallHban 

Mr. Evnos 
ft!r. Gale.'. 
ter.'B '?ffn 
Mr. Su'.m 

? ter. Tavcl_ 

< Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 




! Miss Eoliaec- 
i 2£iss Gandy. 



•-■•'....' AT THE CONCLUSION OF NIGHT SESSION OF BECKWITH/S 
TRIAL,. JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN, THE STATE ACCEPTED TWELVE 
JURIORS. DURING MORNING SESSION, JANUARY TWENTYEIGHT, 
DEFENSE ATTORNEY STANLEY SANDERS COMMENCED EXAMINATION 
OF THESE TWELVE JURORS. ONE OF THfcSE JURORS WAS EXCUSED 
BY THE COURT WHEN SANDERS ELICITED FROM HIM THE STATEMENT 
THAT HE HAD IN THE PAST READ SOME LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
OF A LOCAL NEWSPAPER FROM BECKWITH AND HE, THE JUROR, CONSIDER 
BECKWITH AN QUOTE EXTREMIST UNQUOTE. TWO OTHER JURORS^ 
WERE EXCUSED BY THE COURT FOR OTHER. REASONS. IN QUESTIONING 1 
JURORS, SANDERS IMPLIED REPEATEDLY THAT BECKWITH IS INNOCENT ;■ 
AND THAT STATE MUST PROVE "HIS GUILT "BEYOND A REASONABLE 
DOUBT. AT TIME OF NOON RECESS, DEFENSE" HAD NOT ACCEPTED 
OR REJECTED ANY OF THE TWELVE JURORS PRESENTLY IN BOX. 
EXAMINATION OF JURORS WILL CONTINyE n DURING / A^TER / ^q§N. 
SESSION SCHEDULED. -.^ 
CORfr-^^NTnriVE~W0RD-J)^E-^HOULD-BS-r/dUR0RS« JAN 30 196< 

- * ■ • ; -&-\\ " > 
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FROM NEW ORLEANS / 157- 1 163/ /P/ I P 

BYRON DE LA^BECKWITH, AKA/ MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CR# £*V^ 
AS TRIAL OF BECKWITH RESUMED MORNING OF JANUARY p. * / 
TWENTYNINE, DEFENSE AND STATE HAD ACCEPTED SEVEN JURORS. 
MORNING SESSION TAKEN UP WITH EXAMINATION OF ADDITIONAL 
JURORS BY STATE. AS COURT RECESSED FOR NOON STATE /O^. ^ / 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT ACCEPTED THE TWELVE JURORST PRESENTLY*** ^ 
IN THE BOX. DEFENSE COUNS^L-jWILL^EXAMfNE THE FIVE NEH& 
JURORS THIS AFTERNOON. •"""""^ 
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MED6AR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CR, RM 
..AT CONCLUSION OF MORNING SESSION OF TRIAL, JAN. THIRTY 

SIXTY FOUR, DEFENSE AND STATE HAD ACCEPTED TWELVE JURORS. 

SELECTION XF ONE ALTERNATE JUROR WILL COMMENCE AFTER NOON 

RECESS WITH POSSIBLITY SOME TESTIMONY MAY BE TAKEN TODAY. 

END AND ACK PLS , ^> J J? .. , J^ (^ ^^J 
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BYRON-DE LA BECKWITH, ^*A\ MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. ^Wf^ 

RM. RE AFTERNOON S^SION OF BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY ONE, 

Ml 

•INSTANT, % '•** 

• JOHN W. GOZA, OWNER, DUCKS TACKLE SHOP, GRENADA, M I SS. , 
TESTIFIED THAT: ON MAY- TWELVE, SI XTYTHREE, HE TRADED A SIX 
POWER GOLDEN HAWK UNITED TELESCOPIC CITE TO BYRON DE LA 
BECKWITH. ALSO SHOWN SCOPE ON RIFLE IN INSTANT CASE AND 
SAID IT WAS SIMILAR IN ALL RESPECTS TO SCOPE HE TRADED TO 
BECKWITH, BUT BECAME HE HAD NOT RECORDED ANY SERIAL NUMBERS 
QN SCOPE, COULD NOT STATE DEFINITELY IDENTICAL TO SCOPE 
TRADED WITH BECKWITff. 



«>j 






MR. O.P. BROWN, DISTRICT MGR., SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE, 
GREENWOOD, MISS., PRODUCES' RECORDS SHOWING PHONE CALL MAY FIVE, 

SISTYTHREE, FROM BeS<WITH" HOME TO MR. OR MRS. 'GOZA, GRENADA 

•» • 

re 

MISS., AND PHONE CALL 1 " MADE MAY TWELVE, SIXTYTHREE, FROM 
BECKWITH. TO GOZA AT SEVEN TWENTY THREEJ'.M. 'LLOYD M. PRICE, 




END PAGE ONE- - r 
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PAGE TWO 

GUNSMITH, JACKSON, MISS., TESTIFIED HE HAD EXAMINED INSTANT 

SCOPE AND RIFLE AND IN HIS OPINION, THIS SCOPE MOUNTED BY 

PERSON WITH NO MORE THAN MINIMUM KNOWLEDGE OR ABILITY IN 

MOUNTING SAME. AT TWO FOURTEEN P.M., COURT RECESSED UNTIL 

NINE A.M. FEBRUARY THREE, NEXT. 
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rS also known •*_ pvll R ight* jjacial Mattel 

DE LA BECKWITH,W t MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM.-tt^Rfrf 
BECKWITH TRIAL RECESSED AT FIVE THIRTYFIVE PM TODAY. STATE AND 



DEFENSE HAVE? ACCEPTED' TWELVE JURORS AND ONE N ALTERNATE. TESTIMONY WILL 
COMMENCE EIGHT THIRTY AM CST TOMORROW. ) S ^7^^M^^ H > ^O^ 
END i . ah> rro 3 $6* 
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ly'PM CST URGENT 1-31-64 JLT 
DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /l 57- 11 63/ 2 P 

BYROND DE LA^ECKWITH* AKA/ MEDGAR EVERS/VICTIM. -CR/RH.- 
RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL* JAN. THIRTYONE. 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER MADE SHORT OPENING 
TATEMENT TO JURY* STATING HE INTENDED TO TIE BECKWITH TO 
EVERS MURDER WITH TEN DIFFERENT POINTS. DEFENSE ATTORNEY 
HARDY LOTT MADE SHORT STATEMENT TO JURY. MADE NO MENTION 
OF < ANTICIPATED PROOF* STATED ONLY BECKWITH NOT GUILTY. ,<■; 
1 '*• ".DETECTIVE CAPTAIN BENNIE D. HARRELL /NA/ WAS FIRST 7 WITNESS 





Pes: 






^j IV) 

,N : i AND TESTIFIED HE RECEIVED CALL AT ABOUT TWELVE FORTYF^VE 

.^ *AM* JUNE TWELVE LAST RE SHOOTING. _^£g.J^ I ^ ^ ^TO / J ' ^ 

t 



MRS. MEDGAR EVERS NEXT WITNESS* TESTIFIED AS TO ARRIVAL OF 



A 




} 



fyxVICTIM AT HOME THAT NIGHT* HEARING SHOT AND FINDING HIS BODY. 



i xfr^ TESTIFIED ON CROSS EXAMINATION* HUSBAND HAD RECEIVED NUMEROUS 
^ TELEPHONE THREATS. DEFENSE COUNSEL ATTEMPTED TO QUESTION HER rt , 
\ CONCERNING INTEGRATION -ACTIVITIES OF HUSBAND AND WHEN SUCH 
QUESTIONS OBJECTED TO. DEFENSE, STATED WEBf^ TTEMP TING :TO SHOW 

^ n-i i ■ " mmmm ' 

OTHERS WOULD HAVE MOTIVE FOR KILLING EVfRfgg ^ jgg- 
END PAGE ONE ^4/ 
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PAGE TWO 

ft. 
HOUSTON WELLS* NEGRO MALE* NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOT TO EVERS* 

TESTIFIED AS TO ARRIVAL AT SCENE IMMEDIATELY AFTER! EVERS 

SHOT. ' : WAS NOT CROSS EXAMINED. . 

JACKSON PD PATROLMAN JOE ALFORD* TESTIFIED HE WAS FIRST 
OFFICER ON SCENE AND TRANSPORTED EVERS TO HOSPITAL. WAS NOT 
CROSS EXAMINED. 

DR. FOREST G. BRATLEY, M.D.,. PATHOLOGIST* TESTIFIED HE 
PERFORMED AUTOPSY AND THAT CAUSE^ OF DEATH WAS HEMORRHAGING 
FROM WOUND CAUSEPBY BULLET FROM HIGH POWERED RIFLE. WAS NOT 
CROSS EXAMINED. 

DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN H. CHAMBLEE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS 
TO INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING* INCLUDING 
GENERAL CRIME SCENE SEARCH. INTRODUCED AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
AREA OF EVERS HOME AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR OF 
HOME AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF AREA FROM WHICH SHOT ALLEGEDLY FIRED. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF CHAMBLEE WAS CONTINUING AT NOON RECESS. 
COR5-~Pi^E-^WO^ I NE-ONE^0T*D~SEVEn1sh£E 

i inn two w oftrrTTTTHT~ € mmirTr-Br-vftFTFP/ 
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from new orleans >-r/ 157-1 163/ — 1-page 
/byron de la*beckwith,aka/ medgar evers dash victim/cVrm. 
y f remytel today re afternoon session of beckwith trial janu& 

thirtyone,sixtyfour. _. r ^ . .- 

detective sgt. john h. chamblee, jacks on /p*d cross examined by 



TX'ii. ,-tjiMir 
Mr. Cftvp^r 
, Mr. r^Vi^nn 
t\r. Conrad 
Mr T ' r v ' 
S Mr. KvnriK 

Mr. I?J 

Mr. hVr.ca 

"Mr/Tavel ...': 
Mr. Tr'Hor.- 
TeleMUinn 
Miss Hoboes 





DEFENSE f NO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION ELICITED ON CROSS EXAMINATION. 

JOE PARKS, CIVIL ENGINEER TESTIFIED HE HAD PREPARED A PLAT OF CRIME 
SCENE, PLAT INTRODUCED,SHOWED THAT POINT AT WHICH EVERS SHOT WAS IN 




Hi 

! 

Y DIRECT UNOBSTRUCTED LINE WITH CLUMP OF TREES WHERE ASSAILANT WOULD HAVE 

^TO SHOOT.- ^Department 

• DETECTIVE SGT. FRED SANDERS, JACKSON/^D TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME SCENE 

SEARCH AND INTRODUCED SPENT SLUG FOUND IN EVERTS KITCHEN. 
K MRS. BETTY COLEY, TESTIFIED THAT SHE AND KENNETH ADCOCK WERE J] (^y 
^ WALKING ON STREET NEAR SPOT WHERE SHOT ALLEGEDLY FIRED, HEARD SHOT AND 
EARD PERSON RUNNING IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOT. KENNETH ADCOCK TESTIFIED 

^SUBSTANTIALLY 'SAME, tf& V'%^^ / £? ^JO ( ' *> <£ l^ 

:d as to finding rifle, 
innes thornton mc intyre,itta bene, miss. \ testified re purchasing 





^V DECTECTIVE SGT. O.M. LUKE JACK.SON/PD TESTIFIED AS TO FINDING RIFLE. 

^RIFLE FROM INTERNATIONAL FIRE-ARMS COMPANY IN FEBRUARY NINETEEN FIFTY- 
IS K NINE AND TRADING SAME TO BECKWITH. AFTER EXAMINING GUN FOUND AT SCENE 

HE STATED IN HIS OPINION THIS WAS GUN HE HAD TRADED TO BECKWITH. 

„ a^FEB 4 1954 
COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE AM FEBRUARY ONE NEXT. ^ 

£" END " * " ,; > 
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NEV ORLEANS 
BYRON^E LA BECKWITH, AKA, MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR, RM. \\ 
RE MORNING SESSIOiTbECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY THREE, SIXTYFOUR. & 
FORMER SHERIFF J. R. GILFOY, HINDS COUNTY, TESTIFIED WAS ^ 
PRESENT JACKSON PD WHEN RIFLE FOUND AT MURDER SCENE BROUGHT IN. ^SV 
TESTIFIED AS TO OBSERVING FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION AND TESTIFIED ^ ^ 
THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER BREECH WAS OPENED AND EMPTY SHELL EJECTED, \ $ 
HE SMELLED OF BREECH AND DETERMINED IT HAD BEEN VERY RECENTLY ^\ 
FIRED. WAS NOT CROSS EXAMINED REGARDING HIS OPINION RECENTLY \ 
VlRED BUT WAS QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT MAY HAVE BEEN OIL 




4Js 




ON GUN. -*■ '"" iV^V 

CAPTAIN RALPH HARGROVE, IDENTIFICATION OFFICER, JACKSON PD, (.$ 1 
TESTIFIED HE PHOTOGRAPHED EVERS BODY AT HOSPITAL AND MADE 




PHOTOGRAPHS CRIME SCENE, AND THAT HE EXAMINED INST/$j£. 8ULJLF0R. 

LA TENTS AND DEVELOPED ONLY ONE GOOD LATENtShICH WAS ON f $P&»5 mh 

STATED ON DIRECT TESTIMONY, THAT PRINT QUOTE 1 JUMPED UP tmSffiUE _ 

- - • • ? ,t -. \\ 

WHEN PUT POWDER ON IT AND SAID QW>T£ THERE WAS AN ABUNDANT AMOUNT 

OF PERSPIRATION IN LATENT^UNSUOTE. WAS ASKED IF HE HAD AN 
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NO 157-1163 
PAGE TWO 

OPINION AS TO THE AGE OF LATENT. DEFENSE OBJECTED AND COURT 
OVERRULED OBJECTION. STATED Qt*eX£*I BELIEVE THIS PRINT IS NOT 
OVER TWELVE HOURS OLD't*NtU6*E. SAID HIS OPINION FORMED BASED 
ON .THE CONSIDERATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING WHERE RIFLE 
FOUND. TESTIFIED THAT ON JUNE TWENTYTHREE, LAST, FINGERPRINTED 
BECKWITH AND COMPARED FINGERPRINTS AGAINST LATENT. DEFENSE 
OBJECTED TO TESTIMONY CONCERNING FINGERPRINTING OF BECKWITH 
INASMUCH AS BECKWITH, ACCORDING TO HARGROVE, SAID QUOTE* I OBJECT 
TO HAVING MY FINGERPRINTS BEING MADE^UWDTJTE. DEFENSE CONTENDED 
THIS WAS VIOLATION OF BECKWITH-S CONSTITUTIONAL. RIGHTS. JUDGE 
OVERRULED OBJECTION. HARGROVE TESTIFIED THAT LATENT WAS 
IDENTICAL WITH RIGHT INDEX FINGER OF~ BECKWITH, BASED ON FOURTEEN 
POINTS OF IDENTIFICATION. IN TESTIMONY, HARGROVE USED COLORED 
SLIDE SHOWING LATENT FINGERPRINT SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE ROLLED 
IMPRESSION. 

HARGROVE WAS CROSS-EXAMINED BY DEFENSE ATTORNEY HARDY LOTT 
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS. LOTT ATTACKED 
HIS QUALIFICATIONS BY SHOWING HARGROVE WAS GRADUATE OF INSTITUTE 
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PAGE THREE 

OF APPLIED SCIENCE, A CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, AND THAT HARGROVE 
HAD ONLY HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION. ALSO SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME 
ATTEMPTING TO ATTACK IDENTIFICATION OF THE LATENT AS THAT OF 
BECKWITH-S PRINT. ALSO QUESTIONED HARGROVE CONCERNING FACT THAT 
OTHER PORTIONS OF LATENTS MAY HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED ON GUN WHICH 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN COMPARABLE WITH BECKWITH-S PRINTS. HARGORVE ._... 
TESTIFIED IN THAT REGARD THAT THE ONE LATENT HE DEVELOPED WAS 
ONLY LATENT WHICH BORE ANY CHARACTERISTICS SUITABLE FOR IDENTI- 
FICATION, AND THAT ANYTHING ELSE DEVELOPED WERE SMEARS AND 
SMUDGES. LOTT ALSO SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME CROSS EXAMINING 
CONCERNING LENGTH OF TIME FINGERPRINT WOULD LAST. HARGROVE 
SAID WOULD LAST. INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME DEPENDING ON SURROUNDINGS. 
ASKED HARGROVE COMPOSITION OF LATENT FINGERPRINT, AND HARGROVE STATED 
MADE UP OF PERSPIRATION, SALT AND OIL. LOTT QUOTED BOOKLET, 
SCIENCE OF FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION, PUBLISHED BY FBI AND READ 
CERTAIN PORTIONS DEALING WITH FACT THAT SUBSTANCE ON FINGERPRINT 
RIDGES ON HAND COULD BE OILS AND OTHER SECRETIONS FROM BODY AND 
HAIR WHERE HAND WOULD HAVE COME IN CONTACT WITH SAME. QUOTED 
FROM MEDICAL BOOKLET SHOWING THAT PERSPIRATION IS MADE UP OF 
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PAGE FOUR 

VARIOUS DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHEMICAL IN VARIOUS PORTIONSfOF THE 
BODY, ALSO ASKED IF BLOWING HOT HUMID BREATH OVER AN UNDEVELOPED 
LATENT WOULD ASSIST IN BRINGING THIS LATENT OUT. HARGROVE 
STATED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THIS PROCEDURE WOULD ASSIST 
IN DEVELOPING. LATENT. 

-. LOTT CITED A NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT MURDER CASE IN WHICH 
HARGROVE TESTIFIED IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION THAT THERE WAS NO 
WAY TO TELL HOW LONG A FINGERPRINT HAD BEEN ON A GUN IN THAT 
CASE. OR REDIRECT EXAMINATION, HARGROVE STATED THAT IN NINETEEN 
FIFTYEIGHT CASE, CIRCUMSTANCES WERE DIFFERENT, MURDER WEAPON 
HAD BEEN FOUND IN A ROOM, AND THE SURROUNDINGS DIFFERENT FROM 
INSTANT CASE. ' 

* ON CROSS EXAMINATION, HARGROVE GENERALLY* CONFINED HIS 
JUSTIFICATION OF OPINION AS TO AGE OF FINGERPRINT ON EXTERIOR 
FACTS SUCH AS LOCATION OF GUN, NO INDICATION THAT LEAVES, OR 
TWIGS, HAD BRUSHED AGAINST LATENT, AND LACK OF EVIDENCE OF 
DUST OR DEW OVER LATENT FINGERPRINT. DID NOT STATE ON EITHER 
DIRECT OR CROSS THAT THERE WAS ANY SCIENTIFIC METHOD FOR 










•■*•• 



* 



1 
/ 



I 



Q 



PAGE FIVE 

DETERMINING AGE OF FINGERPRINT, AND THIS WAS HIS OPINION ONLY. 

EXAMINATION OF HARGROVE COMPLETED AT NOON RECESS. 

FBI FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE GOODREAU SCHEDULED AS FIRST 
STATE WITNESS AFTER NOON RECESS. 

•END " r . : 
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BYROIT^E LA BECKWITH, AKA. MEDGAR EVERS, VICTIM. 

-CRf RM» 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEB. FOUR. 
ROBERT LEROY PITTMAN, TEENAGE SON OF OPERATORS, 
PITTMAN GROCERY, LOCATED VICINITY EVERS HOME, TESTIFIED 





THAT SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE SHOOTING SAW WHITE VALIANT AUTO §|\Nj $ 
PARKED NEAR FATHER/S STORE ABOUT TEN THIRTY PM. SAW LONG \j X $ 

^ i I 



ANTENNA ON BACK OF THIS CAR. STATED PHOTO OF BECKWITH/S 
CAR LOOKED LIKE CAR HE SAW. TESTIFIED THAf ON NIGHT EVERS 
SHOT HE SAW WHITE VALIANT PASSING BY SLOWLY ABOUT NINE 
FIFTEEN PM. TESTIFIED THAT SHORTLY AFTER SHOOTING HE WENT 
OVER TO EVERS RESIDENCE AND MRS. EVERS /CUSSED HIM OUT/ 
AND HE RAN OFF. . Mb §Q 



MARTHA GENE O/BRIEN, WHO WAS 



$*w 



AT JOE/S 



&W/-U 



DRI VEIN, NIGHT OF MURDER, TESTIFIED THAT DURING PERIOD , .;_ 

EIGHT THIRTY TO TEN PM, NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN,' SHE SAW JHIT E 



iy, (fc&fEBV WJfiftf AERIAL AR RI VE 0N L0T 0F DRI VEIN. MAN GOT 



END PAGE ONE 
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-PAGE TWO •! ;:-rr^- /^v&-\,; • /■-<•'■ 

OUT AND WENT TO REST ROOM. GOT BACK IN CAR AND BACKED CAR 
INTO CORNER OF LOT." DID NOT SEE IT LEAVE. COULD NOT 
IDENTIFY DRIVER AS BECKWITH. . TESTIFIED LATER SAW BECKWITH/S 
WHITE VALIANT, POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED IT AS CAR SHE HAD "SEEN 

IN LOT. 
>x- RONALD JONES, TEENAGER, FRIEND OF ROBERT PITTMAN, 
SUPRA,. TESTIFIED HE WAS WITH ROBERT PITTMAN NIGHT EVERS 
KILLED. TESTIFIED SAW WHITE VALIANT WITH HIGH ANTENNA 
PASS BY PITTMAN/S GROCERY SLOWLY. TESTIFIED AS TO GOING 
OVER TO EVERS ' HOUSE AFTER SHOOTING AND THAT MRS. EVERS SAID 
SOMETHING AND HE AND ROBERT PITTMAN RAN OFF. TESTIFIED ON 
CROSS-EXAMINATION THAT HE HEARD THREE SHOTS ON NIGHT OF 
MURDER, ONE WAS WHEN HE WAS RUNNING FROM EVERS HOUSE AND 
AT SAME TIME OF ' SHOT HEARD SOMETHING LIKE /A ROCK/ HIT 
BUILDING NEAR HIM. . 

RONNIE MARK ACY, AGE SIXTEEN, EMPLOYED-PITTMAN/S 
GROCERY, TESTIFIED SAT. NIGHT BEFORE SHOOTING OBSERVED WHITE 
VALIANT AUTO PARKED ALONGSIDE PITTMAN/S* GROCERY. HAD LONG 
ANTENNA ON REAR WITH SHRINER EMPLEM HANGING FROM CHAIN FROM 
REAR VIEW MIRROR. SAW NO ONE IN CONNECTION WITH CAR. 

BARBARA ANN HOLDER, AGE TWENTYTWO, TESTIFIED SHE WAS 
END PAGE TWO 



■*.. 

» 



8 




PAGE THREE , " 

CUSTOMER IN JOE/SDRI VEIN NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN, HAD FORMERLY 
WORKED THERE AS WAITRESS. TESTIFIED WHILE THERE SHE OBSERVED 
WHITE VALIANT WITH* RADIO ANTENNA ON BACK AND DIRTY CONDITION 
PULL UP NEXT TO DRIVEIN AND MAN GOT OUT OF CAR AND WENT INTO 
REST ROOM. SAW HIM COME OUT OF REST ROOM, GET IN CAR AND 
BACK CAR UP TO REAR OF LOT, WHERE HE SAT IN CAR. TESTIFIED 
CAR WAS STILL THERE WHEN SHE LEFT AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN 
THIRTY PM THAT NIGHT. WAS SHOWN PHOTO OF BECKWITH/S CAR 
AND TESTIFIED /THAT-S THE CAR I SAW THAT NIGHT./ DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY BILL WALLER ASKED HER IF SHE HAD AN OPINION AS TO 
THE IDENTITY OF MAN WHO WAS DRIVING. DEFENSE OBJECTED TO 
QUESTION AND JURY EXCLUDED WHILE COUNSEL ARGUED OBJECTION. 
SHE TESTIFIED TO COURT IN ABSENCE OF JURY AS FOLLOWS/ 

/FROM PICTURES I HAVE SEEN AND HIS DESCRIPTION 
AND ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, I BELIEVE IT WAS BECKWITH./ 

JUDGE SUSTAINED DEFENSE OBJECTION TO HER TESTIFYING 
AS TO OPINION. SHE WAS NOT CROSS-EXAMINED. 

SPECIAL AGENT SAM H. ALLEN, JR., FBI, MEMPHIS DIVISION, 
TESTIFIED AS TO CONTACT WITH BECKWITH JUNE TWENTYONE FOR PURPOSE 
OF INQUIRY RE BECKWITH/S PURCHASE OF TELESCOPIC SIGHT AND 
TESTIFIED AS TO BECKWITH/S /NO COMMENT/ RESPONSE. 

" SA V. WALSER PROSPERE, FBI, MEMPHIS DIVISION, 
END PAGE THREE 
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TESTIFIED WAS PRESENT WITH SA ALLEN AND CORROBORATED ALLEN/S 



»?rri< 



TESTIMONY ;ABOVE. -ALSO JESTIFIED AS TO EVENTS LEADING -UP TO 
ARREST OF BECKWITH BY AGENTS JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST. 

DETECTIVE JOHN. CHAMBLEE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED 
BECKWITH ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING MURDER OF MEDGAR 
-EVERS WITH NO COMMENTS OR WORDS TO THAT EFFECT. TESTIFIED 
BECKWITH WAS OFFERED OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN SCAR ON FOREHEAD 
AND ASKED TO FURNISH WHEREABOUTS NIGHT OF KILLING BUT DECLINED 
•TO DO SO. 

"" SA JOSEPH G. PEGGS, FBI, NEW ORLEANS DIVISION, 
TESTIFIED THAT ON JUNE TWENTYTHREE HE OBSERVED CIRCULAR-SHAPED 
SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE AND WHEN QUESTIONED BECKWITH 
AS TO POSSIBILITY THIS WAS SCAR FROM TELESCOPIC SIGHT, 
BECKWITH MADE NO COMMENT ANSWER. 

WALLER EXPECTS TO CONCLUDE STATE/S CASE EARLY THIS 
AFTERNOON. •'•'*■ 

END 
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FROM NEW ORLEANS /157-U63/ ^ ^ zi 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AkVmEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR^ 
pfl U=U RE MORNING SESSEION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY ONE, INSTANT. 

SA FRANCIS FINLEY, MEMPHIS DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO 
RECEIVING FIFTY THREE EMPTY CARTRIDGE CASES FROM INNES T. 
MC INTYRE, ITTA BENA, MISSISSIPPI, WE TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY 
THREE, AND TURNING OVER SAME TO SA DONALD J. STORAKER, NEW 
ORLEANS DIVISION. SA STORAKER TESTIFIED AS TO RECEIPT 
OF SAME AND THAT HE TURNED THEM OVER TO SA RICHARD J. POPPLETON, 
FBI LAB. SA POPPLETON TESTIFIED THAT HE DETERMINED THIRTY 
OF THESE CARTRIDGE CASES FIRED FROM RIFLE FOUND NEAR MURDER 
5CENE AND TESTIFIED AS TO HIS EXAMINATION. OF SIX CAR- 
TRIDGES AND ONE CARTRIDGE CASE FOUND IN RIFLE. HE ALSO TESTIFIED ^ 
AS TO HIS EXAMINATION OF BULLET FO^ JJJ EVER?- HOM^ q) J/J t 
POPPLETON TESTIFIED THAT EVIDENCE "BULLET GAS FIRED <?r4b AN 
ENFIELD RIFLE SIMILAR TO ONE FOUND NEAR EVERS- HOME, BUT THAT 
IT WAS TOOMUTULATED TO IDENTIFY WITH THIS GUN. SA. - 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SAMUEL E. VIRDEN, II, NEW ORLEANS DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO 
RECEIVING RIFILE, SIX ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION, ONE CARTRIDGE CASE 
AND ONE BULLET FROM JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND TRANSPORTING 
SAME TO WASHINGTON, D.C. AND RETURN. 

AFTERNOON SESSION OF COURT WILL BE HELD. 
END 

WA CORRECTION FIRST PAGE NINETH LINE LST 1ST WRD SHD BE 
SCENE 
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FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS^ 157 M. 1 63 JM «U*/ES- H*-r, 

BYRO^DE LA BECK WITH -^M MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, -8*" «rf 
RE AFTERNOON SESSION 'BECKWITH TRIAL 2-4-64. 
!" LLOYD M. PRICE, GUNSMITH, JACKSON MISS., TESTIFIED AS TO 
CONDUCTING EXPERIMENTS WITH INSTANT RIFLE AT NIGHT, STATED IN 
NORMAL FIRING POSITION PERSONS EYE WOULD BE ABOUT ONE AND THREE EIGHTS 
INCHES FROM SCOPE. DR. FOREST G. BRATLEY. PATHOLOGIST TESTIFIED • 
EXAMINED BECKWITH JUNE TWO THREE LAST. OBSERVED SCAR NEAR RIGHT 
EYEBROW WAS OPINION SCAR HAD BEEN PRESENT LESS THAN THIRTY DAYS AND 
AT LEAST TEN DAYS. STATED THAT SCAR WOULD HAVE 3EEN MADE BY 
SCOPE ON INSTANT RIFLE OR SIMILAR OBJECT. STATE*-»RESTED CASE 
AT THIS POINT. DEFENSE MOVED FOR DIRECTED VftDICT OF AQUITTAL 
F.OR DEFENDANT.' MOTION OVERRULED. FIRST DEFENSE WITNESS WAS 
MRS. WILLIE MAE PATTERSON.. WHO RESIDED NEAR EVERS HOME. STATED^ ■ 

AFTER HEARING SHOTS T : NIGHT .OF MURDER RAN.TO^ONT DcRSP" 18 (JL~ — -^ 

SAW WBB& VICTIM FALL AND ABOUT ONE MlNWE LATER SAW THREEg F £b 6 ^ 6 . 4 
PERSONS RUNNING DOWN STREET. ON CROSS EXAMINATION SHE SAHUUtt 
SURE OF IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS AND THAT ONE OF THESE PERSONS 
COULD HAVE BEEN WOMAff WEARING SLACKS. 

* * r* ' *** ■. » . 

" LEE H. COCKRELL TESTIFIED HE OWNED' AND OPERATED LfcE/S DRIVE 
INN AKA JOE/S DRIVE INN NEAR EVERS HOME. TESTIFIED NIGHT OF 
MURDER ARRIVED DRIVE INN ABOUT ELEVEN THIRTY P.M. DID NOT SEE 
END OA PAGE ijjgjj j[EB 11 j904 c£ \ flAt . £ °^ 
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PAGE TWO 

VALIANT AUTOMOBILE ON LOT. TESTIFIED COOK TOLD Hlgj OF SHOOTING 
DID NOT HEAR SHOTS, DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ANY CAR SUBSEQUENTLY LEAVE PARK- 
ING LOT OF DRIVE INN. ON CROSS EXAMINATION TESTIFIED ATTENTION 
.DIVERTED BY SOME DRUNKS IN FRONT OF PLACE. HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS 
NOT ALWAYS IN A POSITION TO OBSERVE CAR LEAVING. 

DORIS SUMRALL, WAITRESS JOE/S DRIVE INN, NIGHT OF 
MURDER TESTIFIED DID NOT SEE OR HEAR AUTO LEAVING PARKING LOT. 

ANCIE LEE HAVEN, WAITRESS JOE/S DRIVE INN, WORKED NIGHT OF 
MURDER TILL ELEVEN PM TESTIFIED SHE SAW WHITE OR CREAM COLORED 
DODGE PARKED AT BACK OF LOT SAID WAS NOT VALIANT AND NOT 
BECKWITHS CAR. # DISTRICT ATTORNEY INTRODUCED STATEMENT TAKEN 
. FROM HER JANUARY TWO SEVEN LAST BY JACKSON^PD WHICH 
SHE SAID AUTOMOBILE SHE SAW WAS WHITE DODGE OR PLYMOUTH. 

ifipURT RECESSED UNTIL EIGHT THIRTY AM TOMORROW. 2-5-64. 
|C»-6eRRgeT-P ASE .VME LINE EIGHT -VQRU NINE KiSTEft- 
OttIT^OfoirTORb~P"A^E^^ 
PAGE^'wO^LInTtWo" WORD~T ^wfLVE^'SHOULD^BE^STIBSEQUENTLY . 

END..DND ACK .PLS '' ' ' " " ' ' 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

2-37 PM CST 2-5-64 URGENT NJA 

TO DIRECTOR /1 57-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /1 57- 1163/ 5 P 

BYRON DE LA^CKWITH, AKA.J MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM* 

CR# RM« 

RE HORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEB. FIVE, INSTANT. 
ROY E. ADKINS AND WENDELL STRINGER, EMPLOYEES OF FUNERAL 
^HOME IN JACKSON, TESTIFIED THEY WERE PART OF LINEUP AT 

- JACKSON PD SUNDAY AFTER BECKWITH'S ARREST. TESTIFIED PERSONS 
IN LINEUP INCLUDING BECKWITH WORE TROUSERS, SHIRTS, AND 
TIES, BUT THAT BECKWITH HAD NO BELT OR JEWELRY ON PERSON AND 
r . THAT HE WAS 'WEARING SHIRT MONOGRAMMED QUOTE BDB UNQUOTE. 
ON CROSS EXAMINATION, ADKINS- ADMITTED HE WAS VERY 




Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Book 
Misr Holme 
Hiss Gandy. 




./ 




SIMILAR IN ALL PERSONAL APPEARANCES, .WITH BECKWITH AND STATED W^ S\ ^ 
DID NOT KNOW WHAT IDENTIFICATION HAD BEEN MADE FROM LINEUP^M \^ 
ON CROS S EXAMINATION, STRINGER WAS UNABLE TO SPECIFICALLY «^- 
RECALL HOW OTHER PERSONS IN LINEUP DRESSED. 



END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
NO 157-1163 

MRS. ETHEL MAE MC COY* OPERATOR OF A BAIT STORE ON 
DELTA DRIVE NEAR PITTMAN'S GROCERY STORE IN AREA OF EVERS* 

4 

RESIDENCE* TESTIFIED SHE HEARD A SHOT NIGHT OF MURDER* LOOKED 
OUT HER WINDOW IN DIRECTION OF PITTMAN'S GROCERY AND JOE»S 
DRIVE IN AND DID NOT SEE ANYONE OR ANY CAR LEAVING AREA. 

MRS. MARY BRANCH* SI DON* MISS.* W WHICH IS EIGHT MILES 
SOUTH OF GREENWOOD* MISS.* TESTIFIED THAT ON NIGHT OF 
JUNE NINE* LAST* SHE AND SON WENT TO GREYHOUND BUS STATION 
IN GREENWOO D AND AT ABOUT NINE THIRTY PM PARKEDNEAR BUS 
STATION. AT THAT TIME SAW A MAN NEAR CAR PARKED ON LOT. 
THIS CAR LATER IDENTIFIED AS BECKWITH'S CAR. COULD NOT TELL 
WHAT MAN WAS DOING NEAR CAR BUT SAW HIM GO FROM WHITE CAR 

9 

TO PICKUP TRUCK PARKED NEARBY. WAS ASKED'IF HE WAS CARRYING 
ANYTHING AND SAID SHE COULD NOT TELL. DESCRIBED HIM AS 
FORTYFIVE TO FIFTY* HEAVY* TALL* WEARING SUN GLASSES* WITH 
WHITE HAT. STATED OBSERVED BECKWITH COME OUT OF GREENWOOD 
BUS STATION. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

CHARLES BRANCH, SON OF MARY BRANCH, TESTIFIED THAT HE 
AND MOTHER W ERE AT GREENWOOD BUS STATION AS SET OUT-ABOVE. 
SAW CAR ON LOT WHICH HE KNEW TO BE BECKWITH'S. SAW A MAN 
GETTING IN OR OUT OF BECKWITH'S CAR. CHARLES BRANCH THEN 
WENT INTO GREYHOUND STATION AND TALKED TO BECKWITH. WAS 
NOT ALLOWED TO SAY WHAT BECKWITH AND HE DISCUSSED. BECKWITH 
THEN CAME OUT OF BUS STATION AND WENT OVER TO SEE THE MAN 
WHO HAD BEEN NEAR BECKWITH'S CAR AND WAS THEN AT A PICKUP 
TRUCK NEARBY. TESTIFIED ALSO HE SAW SCAR OVER BECKWITH |S 
EYE AT THIS TIME. ON CROSS EXAMINATION STATED HE AND 
BECKWITH W ERE GOOD FRIENDS, THAT HE HAD NOT REPORTED THIS 
INFORMATION TO THE POLICE AND THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
BECKWITH ACQUITTED. 

FRED CONNER, SIDON, MISS., EMPLOYED NIGHTS AT GREYHOUND 
BUS STATION, TESTIFIED HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH BECKWITH AND 
SAW BECKWITH AT BUS STATION NIGHT OF JUNE NINE, LAST. SAID 
BECKWITH CAME IN BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN PM AND STAYED FEW 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR " ■ •- - t 

"MINUTES. STATED BECKWITH RETURNED ABOUT EIGHT THIRTY PM SAME 
NIGHT AND STAYED ABOUT ONE HOUR. TESTIFIED HE SAW SCAR OVER 
BECKWITH*S EY E JUNE NINE* LAST. — 

CONNER ALSO TESTIFIED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF TUESDAY* 
JUNE ELEVEN, LAST, HE ATE SUPPER WITH BECKWITH BETWEEN SIX 
AND SEVEN PM AT THE CRYSTAL GRILL CAFE IN GREENWOOD. TESTIFIED 
BECKWITH APPEARED NORMAL AND CALM. 

C.E. BROOKS* BIRMINGHAM, ALA.* WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF 
AS SELF EMPLOYED INDEPENDENT CONSULANT TO ATTORNEYS IN 
FORENSIC SCIENCE MATTERS* TESTIFIED. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 
ATTEMPTED TO QUALIFY HIM AS FINGERPRINT EXPERT. DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY EXAMINED HIM VIGOROUSLY ON HIS QUALIFICATIONS AS 
FINGERPRINT EXPERT* AND AFTER EXAMINATION JUDGE RULED THAT 
BROOKS WAS NOT A QUALIFIED EXPERT ON FINGERPRINTS. DEFENSE 

I ATTORNEY THEN ATTEMPTED TO QUALIFY BROOKS AS AN EXPERT TO 
SHOW HIS QUALIFICATIONS. TO TESTIFY AS TO DETERMINING THE 
LENGTH OF TIME THAT A LATEN FINGERPRINT HAS EXISTED. AFTER 
END PAGE FOUR 
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NO 157-116 
PA6E : F1VE~ 









ADDITIONAL QUESTIONING, COURT STATED WITNESS WOULD BE ALLOWED. 
TO TESTIFY IN THIS REGARD BUT INSTRUCTED THE JURY THAT 
WITNESS* CREDITABILITY WILL BE SAME AS ANY OTHER WITNESS. 
BROOKS SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME DISCUSSING, COMPOSITION~OF 
LATENT FINGERPRINTS AND SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME DEVELOPING 
FACT THAT COMPOSITION OF FINGERPRINTS WOULD INCLUDE VARIOUS 
FOREIGN MATTERS, SUCH AS HAIR 'OIL, MARGARINE OR OTHER GREASY 
SUBSTANCES. TESTIFIED THAT HE HAS EXPERIMENTED IN PAST*"*** IN 
EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT CAN BE 
DETERMINED AND TESTIFIED THAT WITHOUT KNOWING THE SUBSTANCE 
OF LATENT FINGERPRINT, THERE WOULD BE NO MEANS BY WHICH TO DETERMINE 
THE LENGTH OF TIME LATENT FINGERPRINT HAD BEEN ON AN OBJECT. 
SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO STATE THAT A FINGERPRINT EXPERT WHO 
LIFTED LATENT COULD HAVE AN OPINION AS TO THE LENGTH OF TIME 
A LATENT FINGERPRINT WAS ON AN OBJECT. 
FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, j 




END PAGE FIVE 
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JUSTICE 



FEB 4 1964, 



2-15 AM CST "**" ^URGENT .'_ 2-4-64 

TO „,- ; 4)IRECT0R J57-901^ Hf ^ " -?^- 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS .157-1163 




XjfrP?- *< 

Kr. Casper__ 

$Ixy .Callahan 

Mr. Jponrad „/ 

W/DeLoachVV 
Mh Evans.. ' - 
Mr. 

Hr.iiiT*^ 
Mr. ftulHvr 
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also known si V-^ * ^tf 

"'"-.BYRON DE LA BECKVITH,-*%~fiED6AR EVERS DASH VICTIM.^BR, 

d/: : 



tfsoknownji 
i ■ AlvAf P< 

. RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TWO THREE SIXTYFOUR. 




^^FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE. GOOD RE AU TESTIFIED TO THE LATENT 
•IDENTIFICATION OF BECKWITH, WAS NOT QUESTIONED ON DIRECT OR CROSS 
EXAMINATION AND NO TESTIMONY WAS OFFERED CONCERNING AGE OF LATENTS 

HUBBARD R. SPRIGHT, CAB DRIVER JACKSON TESTIFIED ON JUNE SEVE " 
LAST WAS PARKED IN FRONT OF TRAILWAYS BUS STATION JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 
FOUR PM. INDIVIDUAL HE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS BECKWITH j v 

National Association tor the Advanscmqt of Colored Peopfe * \. 

APPROACHED AND ASK HIM IF HE KNEW NEGRO M ED GAR EVERS, -NAAGP LEADER^U U 

SPRIGHT DID NOT. STATED OBSERVED BECKWITH ENTER BUS STATION THREE 

SEPERATE OCCASSIONS, CHECK PHONE BOOK, AND EACH TIME CAME OUT 

AND ASKED ABOUT CERTAIN ADDRESSES AND RETURNED TO RECHECK PHONE 

BOOK AFTER BEING TOLD ADDRESSES MENTIONED WERE WHITE NEIGHBORHOODS. 

MAINTAINED HIS POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION UNDER CROSS EXAMINATION. 

x • - 

LEE SWILLEYt-vCAB DRIVER JACKSON TESTIFIED WAS PRESENT WITH 



/ 




IB SPJIRGHT AT ABOVE TIME. COORBORATED SPRIGHTS TESTOMONY, POSITIVELY . ^ r* ' 
safes ^ r .' > r;> ' ' ' v-v \mS ^ 

§g£, IDENTIFIED BECKWITH AND^AID BECKWITH- COMMENTED REGARDING EVERS * V^ 

"ftWfE 1 '! GOT TO FIND WHEREHE LIVES IN A COUPLE DAYS tiNStifiJE; \'"\ 

W. T. LEE, OFFICE MANAGER ,1-BT TESTIFIED PHONE DIRECTORY IN 
USE JUNE SIXTYTHREE'.DID NOT CONTAIN LISTING, FOR _ EVERS AS THIS \> _ y 
WAS NON PUBLISHED NUMBER^ £,.' " ^ /^ 2^jlJmmLm 

12 FEB 7 1964 



i- 



END OF PAGE ONE ' 






* ™ * hT *<* * "' **" ~~ :: — ~~~^~ 



r 




PAGE TWO 

: DEWITT WALCOTT, 'GREENVILLE, MISS., OPERATOR DELTA LIQUID PLA^T 
FOOD CO., BECKWITHS EMPLOYER, TESTIFIED BECKWITH CONSTANTLY 
DROVE COMPANY CAR WHICH WAS A NINETEEN SIXTYONE WHITE PLYMOUTH 
VALIENT AND HAD UNRESTRICTED USE OF SAME. ON CROSS EXAMINATION 
TESTIFIED ON JUNE TEN LAST BECKWITH SHOWED HIM TARGETS WHICH HE 
SAID HE SHOT WITH RIFLE. SAID ALSO OBSERVED CUT SCAR OVER BECKWITHS 
RIGHT EYE ON JUNE TEN. WALCOTT WAS ASKED BY DEFENSE ATTY. IF BECK- 
WITH HAD TOLD HIM HIS GUN WAS STOLEN, STATES OBJECTION TO t THIS 
QUESTION SUSTAINED AND QUESTION NOT ANSWERED. 

B.L. PITTMAN, GROCER IN AREA EVERS HOME TESTIFIED THURSDAY BEFORE 
MURDER, A WHITE MAN WEARING DARK GLASSES WAS IN AREA NEAR OF HIS GROCERY 
STORE LOOKING AROUND AND HAD VIEW OF EVERS HOUSE FROM THIS SPOT. 
COULD NOT MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION THAT THIS MAN WAS BECKWITH 
llRS. B.L. PITTMAN TESTIFIED SAME AS HUSBAND." ^ . 

COURT RECESSED UNTIL EIGHT THIRTY AM TWO FOUR SIXTYFOtiR. 

L1M£-S£V E4*T^NHif0RB-^X-/WH£RE/- P AGE TWO LINC -FOtlRT-EEirFl-RST 

WORD-HRS*. 

END AND ACK PLS I ' 

WA HFL 

FBI WASH DC 

P 



_. i 




^^l^^^ 72 ^^^^^; 



^w y^AV^ 









I 

■f. 

is- 






4^' 



?r>-- \\ 



FBI WASH DC 







M7. T*>lwii :'_ 



„ -f 4 * r ^ tf.;.<t**" 



^^'^^^/^tt~>>"-*-^--^2 ! ^^- ^t»"-Jwi*^-» 



' 3£r. ^ei.-non 

s 7*r. Mohr — 

4 Mr. Caspar 

Mr. CaJ]nhan_^T 

Mr. Conrad.. 

Mr. Dels vn ■; 

Mr. Evans/* / \ 

Mr. Gale. 

Mr. Kosf' 

Mr. SulU 

Mr. Tavel 
i Mr. Trotter. 
[ Tele. Room 




Miss Holmes 

I Miss G&ady 



i 



910 221 1112 CLG ON CONF HOLD LINE PLS CLG CANCELX 
FBI WASH DC 

FBIJK^f ORLS. '.., . ';/" . ;..i*' 
-9^5 PM CST URGENT 2-6-64 TJB 

TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /1 57-3 163/ 1-PAGE 

.BYRON DE LA^ECKWITH,AKA/MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM/CR,RM^^^/^ /f£ 
fa AS OF NINE FIFTEEN PM CST FEBRUARY SIX BECMlTH . JURY HAD NOT 

REACHED A DECISION. JUDGE DIRECTED JURY TO RETIRE FOR -NIGHT TO RESUM E 

DELIBERATION MORNING FEBRUARY SEVEN NEXT. EX-103, 



9 FEB : 7 1964 
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FROM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ 

-* CWH Rights RaC181 ' 

BYRON DE LA^BECKWITH#AKA.M EDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM»6ft»Wt. 

RE AFTERNOON SESSION. BJECKWITH TRIAL#FEB. FIVE* INSTANT. 
• L.B. BAYNARD*BATON ROUGE*LOUISIANA FORMERLY WITH LOUSIANA STATE 
POLICE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION TESTIFIED AS FINGERPRINT EXPERT AND 
SAID NO WAY TO TELL AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT. 

JOHN BOOK*GREENWOOD*MISSISSIPPI*JAMES MC COY *SR.* AND JAMES 
/f MC COY* JR.* GREENWOOD»MISSISSIPPI TESTIFIED THEY SAW SCAR OVER 
BECKWITH/S EYE ON JUNE TEN LAST. 



*^ 



a 



RO? JONES* OPERATOR NEON SIGN COMPANY AND AUXILIARY POLICE OFFICE R 
GREENWOOD#MISS.# r rTESTIFIED HE SAW BECKWITH ELEVEN FORTYFIVE PM JUNE ; 



ELEVEN LAST IN GREENWOOD. 

- rti r»rt: 



LT.XOLLIS CRESS WELL AND PATROLMAN JAMES HOLLY* GREENWOOD*MISS.* 
POLICE DEPARTMENT* TESTIFIED THEY" SAW BECKWITH/S WHITE VALANT ONE ZERO 



FIVE AM JUNE TWELVE LAST. 

eta 




BECKWITH TOOK THE STAND* TESTIFIED DID NOT SHOOT EVEJgS* CLAIMS WAS 

■ ■ • •• -*j '• 

NOT IN JACKSON* DENIED CONVERSATION WITH TAXI DRIVERS. TESTLF I ED_ 



SCAR OVER EYE SUNDAY PRflC 



'/> *■ 



CONVERSATION WITH TAXI DRIVERS. TESTIFIED GOT ^ 



r >WITH THIRTY OUGHT SIX'-RMC WITH'SCOPE. BECKVftT+f ^IoIl^SeVER ADMIT 
RIFLE AND'SCOPE IN EVIDENCE WAS HIS,*® BUT THTTNOT DfRTlT WAS HIS. 
STATED/ THAT AFTER TARGET SHOOTING ON SUNDAY CLEANED GUN AND PUT IT IN 



'END PAGE ONE 



TESTIFIED THAT NIGHT OF JUNE TEN LAST DISCOVERS 




•JUv 






<* i 





1 






-*^. 
* 



m 






\ 
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f MISSING,CLAIMS NO KNOWLEDGE AS TO WHAT HAPPENED TO GUN. WHEN QUESTION- 
ED AS TO COMMENT^ ''«^W V NO WMMWT^Wliiw^ TO FBI AGENTS WHEN ORIGINALS 
APPROACHED HE SAID WAS DOING THIS, BECAUSE PRIOR TO THIS TIME LE FLORE 
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION HAD PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE INFORMING CITIZENS THA 
THEY WERE NOT UNDER LEGAL OBLIGATION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS BY FBI AGENTS 
IN'CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS. ARTICLE IN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED GREEN WOOD, MISS 
AUGUST SEVEN. NINETEEN SIXTY TO THIS EFFECT INTRODUCED IN EVIDENCE.CLAH 
SUBSEQUENT NO COMMENT ANSWERS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 'OFFICERS WERE MADE ON 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS ATTORNEY. 

ON CROSS EXAMINATION^LETTER WRITTEN BY BECKWITH TO NATIONAL RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION JANUARY TWENTYSIX,SIXTYTHREE IN WHICH BECKWITH REQUESTED 
INFORMATION REGARDING SETTING UP. RIFLE RANGE AND IN WHICH LETTER HE 
STATED WE IN MISSISSIPPI ARE GOING TO HAVE TO DO A LOT OF SHOOTING TO 
PROTECT OURSELVES FROM BAD NEGROES. ALSO INTRODUCED LETTER FROM 
BECKWITH TO FIELD AND g&^MAGJZINE In'" JANUARY SIXTYFOUR.IN WHICH 
BECKWITH PROPOSED TO WRITE AN ARTICLE REGARDING VARMENT HUNTING AT 
NIGHT IN THE SUMMER TIME IN THE SOUTH,ALSO INTRODUCED LETTER IN WHICH 
BECKWITH STATES IS WRITING A BOOK INTITLED ©«e« MY ASS, YOUR GOAT AND 
THE REPUBLIC MOTE* EXPLAINED BOOK DELT WITH STATES RIGHTS AND 

INTERGRATION. 

D.H.. HAWKINS, INDIANOLA,MISSISSIPPI TESTIFIED THAT ON MORNING JUN 

ELEVEN SIXTYTHREE SAW BRUSE OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE. 

END PAGE TWO ■■*•;' 
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PAGE ^rHREE; 

DEFENSE RESTED AT THIS POINT. STATE CALLED DETECTIVE SGT.O.M. LUKE 
JACKSON PD AS REBUTTAL WITNESS.LUKE TESTIFIED THAT HE INTERVIEWED 
ANCEY LEE HAVEN JUNE TWELVE,LAST WHO TOLD HIM THEN SHE HAD SEEN WHITE 
VACANT WITH LONG RADIO AERIAL PARKED IN LOT AT JOE/S DRIVE INN NIGHT 
OF JUNE ELVEN.HAVEN HAD TESTIFIED AS DEFENSE WITNESS THAT SHE HAD NOT 
SEEN WHITE VAllANT BUT THAT CAR WAS A DODGE. 

STATE RESTED.COURT ADJORNED UNTIL NINE AM FEB.SIX WHEN WRITTEN 
INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE GIVEN JURY AND CLOSING ARGUEMENTS WILL BE HEARD. 

END 

WA — <;ORRECTION-PAGE~TWO-PARA-TWO>LINE-ONE INSERT WORD INTRODUCED 
^TER^WORD~EXAIMINATION-SO-IT-WILL..READ-ON-CROSS-EXAMINATION"INTRODUCEI 

I . 
END 
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FROMy^WEW ORLEANS 157-1163 - - „„,-., IU11 , 

/O clsoknowp.i* ChBBrtf^ fteclrf Matter. 

BYRON^>E LA BECKWITH, ***• MED6AR EVERS DASH VICTIM/ «*,-«** 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY SIX INSTANT. 

ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN FOX OPENED ARGUMENT 

FOR STATE. STARTED WITH REFERENCE TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

WRITTEN BY BECKWITH EIGHT YEARS AGO IN WHICH HE SAID 

tt '' 

W6SE I BELIEVE IN SEGREGATION LIKE I BELIEVE IN GOD UNQUOTE, 

AND THEN WENT FORWARD CHRONOLOGICALLY, BRINGING IN ALL ?- 

HZ 
FACETS 0F r; INVESTIGATION TYING BECKWITH TO MURDER. CONCLUDED " r 

His" REMARKS BY STATING WOk'bECKWLWMS A FANATIC, 

PURE AND [SIMPLE 'Wedffit ° ~ $St^ 



K 






T SPENT_j__ / f<P 



* DEFENSE ATTORNEY HARDY LOTT ARGUED .NEXT. LOTT SPENT 
CONSIDERABLE TIMeCoN THE TESTIMONY OF THE THREE ALIBI , 4 p EB jo 19$4 
WITNESSES, AND P&SUED QUESTION OF REASONABLE DOUBT. 
REVIEWED' ST ATE-S CASE. ATTEMPTING TO SHOW WEAKNESSES. 



r 
/ 



HE 



• STAWNY SANDERS, DEFENSE ATTORNEY, ARGUED NEXT. HE SP£N». 
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.MOST OF ARGUMENT TRYING TO SHOW THAT A REASONABLE PERSON 
WOULD NOT HAVE" DONE WHAT BECKWITH IS ALLEGED TO HAVE DONE 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE MURDER, THAT IS , SUCH THINGS 
AS PUBLICLY EXAMINING SCENE PRIOR TO SHOOTING, PUBLICLY 
MAKING INQUIRY AS TO WHERE EVERS LIVED, AND THE LIKE. 

'". OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU IS COMMENT MADE BY SANDERS 
IN ARGUMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT STATE DID NOT USE AN FBI 
EXPERT TO BACK UP CAPTAIN RALPH HARGROVES TESTIMONY CONCERNING 
THE AGE OF A LATENT PRINT,. DWELLED ON FACT NO EYE WITNESSES 
TO SHOOTING. REITERATED TESTIMONY OF ALIBI WITNESSES 
TO OHOOTIMQ; — R B I TER ftTEtH T E& H MO W K O fr c ALLBL-WI 3ME SSES 
AND SAID THE DEFENSE HAD MET THE BURDEN OF PROW REQUIRED 
OF THE STATE. SANDERS LAST COMMENT TO JURY WAS ©WF£- 
I'lDO NOT BELIEVE THIS JURY WANTS TO 'RETURN A^VERDICT 
MERELY TO SATISFY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE NATIONAL PRESS ' WtQW*E . 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER LISTED THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS WHICH HE SAID TIED BECKWITH TO THE MURDERCGOfeON 

MOTIVE, PLANNING, ABILITY AND CAPACITY, TELESCOPIC 
SIGHT, WEAPON, SCAR, FINGERPRINT, CAR, BECKWITH-S PRESENCE 
IN JACKSON, BECKWITH-S SILENCE COUPLED WITH HIS ACTIVITIES 
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,jPAGE THREE .-..."' 

SINCE HIS^RREST. WALLER REVIEWED THE DEFENSE WITNESSES 
ONE BY. ONE, : POINTING OUT DISCREPANCIES AND WEAKNESSES IN 
THEIR TESTIMONIES. HE SUMMED UP THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED BY 
THE STATE AND ATTACKED THE STOLEN GUN DEFENSE. HE TOLD 
JURORS THERE MAY HAVE BEEN. VARIOUS REASONS WHY ALIBI WITNESSES 
MIGHT HAVE TESTIFIED EITHER MISTAKENLY OR DELIBERATELY FALSE 
AND THAT JURORS SHOULD DECIDE THEMSELVES AS TO WHAT WITNESSES 
TOLD THE TRUTH. HE DESCRIBED THE MURDER AS A COLD BLOODED 
[KILLING. 

r - the jury Retired at twelve thirtyone ph., February six 

INSTANT FOR DELIBERATION. ~ 
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)H NEW ORLEANS 157-1163 2P 
;BYRON DE LA^BECKWITH* AKA* MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM* CR* RM. 
REFERENCE NEW ORLEANS TELCALL TO BUREAU TODAY. 
BECKWITH JURY RESUMED DELIBERATION SEVEN FORTY AM, CST* 
FEBRUARY SEVEN. AT NINE AM JUDGE TOOK BENCH MOMENTARILY , AND 
ASKED IF JURY HAD BEEN HEARD FROM. WHEN ADVISED IN THE 
NEGATIVE* HE RECESSED. 
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AT ELEVEN TWENTY SEVEN AM THE JUDGE TOOK BENCH AGAIN AND 
CALLED FOR THE JURY. HE ASKED EACH INDIVIDUAL JUROR IF* IN 
END PAGE ON 
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PAGE TWO.' ^■. ; ™-~^-» ; ----. ..-■■-.- - - ...^ .....-_ ■ . ,-, ...,, ; _ 

THEfR OPINION* THERE WAS ANY CHANCE OF REACHING A VERDICT* ALL JURORS 
ANSWERED IN THEIR OPINION WOULD BE UNABLE TO REACH VERDICT. ~,:j >, 

AT ELEVEN THIRTY THREE AM JUDGE DECLARED A MISTRIAL AND 
REMANDED BECKWITH TO : THE CUSTODY OF THE HINDS COUNTY SHERIFF/S 
OFFICE. _ 
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(JACKSON, Miss (UPI) -By- 
dn De La Beckwith, a dapper 
* lember of a long - prominent 
Cssissippi Delta family, goes 
a trial Monday in the sniper 
laying of a Negro civil rights 
ftader. 

Beckwith, 42, is charged with 
Harder in the ambush slaying 
! Medgar Evers who was shot 
. the back June 12. 
Stringent security measures 
HI be in effect throughout thei 
lal, which is attracting high 
iterest among both the white] 
end Negro communities. 

The prosecution is seeking the 
death penalty. Presiding over 
the court will be Circuit Judge 
Leon F. Hendrick, 69, who in 
10 years on the bench has gar- 
ered a reputation for his im- 
artiality. 

Everyone admitted to the sec- 
nd floor courtroom in the 
finds County Courthouse will 
•e searched for weapons. The 
rowd size will be limited to 
le seating capacity, which is 
bout 400. Law enforcement of 
cers will be posted throughout 
le courthouse area. 
"We don't want another Dal- 
*,'* said one officer,, referring 
• the slaying of President Ken- 
edy's accused assassin. 
Evers, 37, was tilled as he 
tepped from his automobile in 
he driveway of his Jackson 
lome. Tfce shot was fired from 
i vacant lot where police later 
found a high-powered rifle be- 
lieved to have been the iqurder 
weapon. A fingerprint lifted 
jfrom the rifle has been identi- 
fied by a police expert as Beck- 
with's. 

Beckwith, a descendant of 
Confederate President Jefferson 
Davis, was a fertilizer sales- 
man at Greenwood and was 
well-known for his anti-integra- 
tion views. 

Following his arrest June 22 
isome leading citizens of Green- 
wood established a *«White Citi- 
zens Legal Fund" to pay for 
defending him. At last report, 
they had received about $8,000 
in donations. 

Hie trial is expected to run 
(0*1 abOUt hm* •*--•- -•w*«< w 



' i 

of a jury is likely U consume 
most of the first week. Jurors 
are to be picked from a 200- 
man venire which includes i 
few Negroes. . } 

Charles Evers, who succeeded 
his slain brother as state fieli 
secretary for the National As 
socialion for the Advancement, 
of Colored People (NAACP), 
predicted that failure to obtain 
a conviction in the case would 
result in "open warfare" be-i 
tween Negro and white extrem-J 
ists here, .; J 
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' NEW ORLEANS 
BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CRJRM. 



BECKWITH TRIAL COMMENCED TODAY IN HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT " C OURT, 
JACKSON, MISS, AS OF FIVE P.M. TODAY NO JURORS HAD BEEN ACCEPTED, 
VERY FEW SPECTATORS IN ATTENpENCEl 

, > * - ... 

BUREAl/wiLL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, 

END ." '"' " '** 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

634PMCST URGENT 4-7-64 TM 

TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /I 57- 11 63/ LP 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. pfij^WtT V, 
AS OF FIVE P.M. TODAY FIVE JURORS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY STATE 

AND DEFENSE. "* (' / 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

8 33 EWCST URGENT 4/8/64 

IRECTOR /l 5 7-901/ 
"FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-1163 

BYRON^DE LA BECK VI TK AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. ? CR, RM. 
RE BECKWITH TRIAL. 

AS OF FIVE THIRTY PM TODAY A TOTAL OF TEN JURORS HAVE BEEN 
ACCEPTED BY THE STATE AND DEFENSE. 

END ? : 
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URGENT 4-9-64 OLP 
RECTOR ^/T^-?*'^) 
NEW ORLEANS CI 57- 1163) 
BYROtTDE LA BECKWITH, MEDGAR EVERS - VICTIM CR-RM. — 
'.O^f SELECTION OF ALTERNATE JUROR COMPLETED THIS AFTERNOON AND 
TESTIMONY COMMENCED. 

CAPT. BENNIE D. HARRELL, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED TO RECEIVING.. 

PHONE CALL RE SHOOTING TWELVE FORTY FIVE AM, JUNE TWELVE SIXTYTHREE. : ;V 

- MRS, MEDGAR EVERS TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING SHOT WHEN HUSBAND ARRIVED 

HOME AND OF FINDING HIM LYING NEAR DOOR. 

HOUSTON WELLS, EVERS NEIGHBOR, TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING 
GUNSHOT, FINDING EVERS AND TRANSPORTING HIM TO HOSPITAL. JOE ALFORD, 
PATROLMAN, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO BEING FIRST OFFICER ON SCENE AND 
ESCOURTING EVERS TO HOSPITAL. 

r DR. FORREST G. BRATLEY, M. D., PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED AS TO POST 
-MORTEM EXAMINATION OF EVERS AND THAT EVERS DEATH CAUSED BY 
HEMORRHAGING DUE TO BULLET WOUND. 

DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE, JACKSON, PD, TESTIFIED TO CRIME SCENE 
INVESTIGATION AND INTRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHS OF SCENE. 

'I ! 

COURT RECESSED UNTIL TOMORROW MORNING WITH CHAMBLEE STILL ON 
STAND ON DIRECT EXAMINATION. V /jf 7 / 7 — ^ /j f" V^ 
END - . 
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FBI WASH DC TELETYI 

FBI N£W ORLS 

2?1 PM. CST URGENT 4-10-64 JLT 
TO DIRECTOR / 157- 901/ 
^FROM NEW 0RLEANSV157-1163/ 2P 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA. , MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 
CR, RM. 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 
DET. SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE CONCLUDED HIS TESTIMONY RE CRIME 
SCENE INVESTIGATION. 

JOE PARKER, CIVIL ENGINEER, INTRODUCED PLAT SHOfflNG 
ELEVATIONS AND PERTINENT DISTANCES IN AREA OF EVERS HOME. 

DET. SGT. FRED SANDERS, JR., JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION AND LOCATING MURDER fj 
BULLET. "' • I J 

MISS BETTY COLEY WHO RESIDED IN AREA EVERS HOME TESTlFlED^fC/ 
SHE AND KENNETH ADCOCK WERE WALKING TOGETHER IN VICINITY EVERS 
HOME ABOUT TWELVE THIRTY A.M., JUNE TWELVE, ESIXTYTHREE, WHEN 
HEAR LOUD SHOT CLOSE BY AND HEARD PERSON RUNNING AWAY FROM 
•SCENE. KENNETH ADCOCK TESTIFIED WAS WITH MISS COLEY AND 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO ' 

HEARD SHOT AND HEARD SOMEONE RUNNING FROM SCENE. 

DET. SGT. O.M. LUKE, JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT, TESTIFIED 
AS TO LOCATING RIFLE IN BUSHES CLOSE TO PARKING LOT OF JOE/S 
DRIVE IN NEAR EVERS HOME. 
EN 

CURBECHON- PAGE-ONE -LI NE-SI X-LAST-WORD-SHOULTT BE— SHOWI NG" 
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TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

£R0M NEW ORLEANS •157-1163/ 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH; MEDGaVeVARS. DASH VICTIM, CR; RM. 

RE BECKWITH TRIA* TODAY. CAPT. RALPH HARGROVE, IDENTIFICATION 




V OFFICER, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO LOCATING LATENT FINGERPRINT 
ON SCOPE OF INSTANT RIFLE AND SUBSEQUENTLY DETERMINING THAT IT 
WAS THAT OF THE RIGHT INDEX FINGER OF BECKWITH. TESTIFIED THAT ) 

IN HIS OPINION LATENT WAS NOT OVER TWELVE HOURS OLD. 

FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE GOODREAU, IDENTIFICATION. 
DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO HIS LATENT FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION. 
WAS NOT ASKED BY EITHER STATE qf DEFENSE AS TO AGE OF LATENT. 

COURT ADJOURNED TWO THIRTY PM UNTIL NINE AM APR. THIRTEEN 
NEXT. 

END. 
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BYRON f>E LA BECKWITH.^aI MEDGflR EVERS MSH VIeiIs ^^ 

FOLLOWINS DEFENSF UITurcetv, »™ ">4 
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FOLLOWING DEFENSE WITNESSES TESTIFIED THIS AFTERNOON: 
WENDELL SOVELL.DIRECTOR CRIME LAB.FORT WORTH. TEXAS f OLICE^DEPART- 
HENT AND LOUIS C.BAYNARD. PRIVATE DOCUMENT EXAMINER AND FOrSeRl! "'■' 
IDENTIFICATION OFFICER FOR LOUISIANA STATE POLICE TESTIFIED IMPoW 
TO DETERMINE AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT. 

E.H. HAWKINS.6REENW00D.MISS., TESTIFIED SAW SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S 
EYE SUNDAY PRIOR TO MURDER. 

r JAMES MC COY.SR., AND JAMES KCCOY.JR., GREENVILLE.MISS. .TESTIFIED 

SAW SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE MONDAY PRIOR TOMJbRDER. \ 

DEWITT WALCOTT.JR., BEKCWITH/S EMPLOYER ^ ST^IED T „„ BECK \1k) 
HAD SHOWN „„ TELESCOPE SIGHT AND WAS NOT SE&EtYve^OUT HAVING SIGHT 

JAMES JONES.WONER NEON SIGN SHOP.BRI^p^g, „,„„„ SAtf * 
BECKWITH W!TH VALIANT AUTOMOBILE IN GREENWOOD.MISS. , AT aEVEN FORTY- 
FIVE P.M. ON JUNE ELEVEN.SIXTYTHREE. /<"'/_ Off / \\lfi 

EnBjPage one - ■""" .!-..,..:, MB M ~ Cr-Lf /b^-' 
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PAGE TWO ■■."■" 

- MOLLIS CRESWELL AND JAMES HOLLEY, GREENWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICERS TESTIFIED THEY SAW BECK WITH AT GREENWOOD AT ONE ZERO FIVE 
A.M. JUNE TWELVE,S'ixTYTHREE. 

FRED BEARD.MANAGER WLBT-TV TESTIFIED MEDGAR EVERS SPOKE OVER 
THAT STATION MAY TWENTY .SIXTYTHREE, THAT DURING AND AFTER EVER/S 
APPEARANCE THE STATION RECEIVED. NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS. BEARD HEARD 
ABOUT FORTY OF THESE CALLS HIMSELF.SOME CALLS CONTAINED THREATS 
TO DO BODILY HARMS TO EVERSI 




r DEFENSE RESTED. ' ' . 

STATE WILL PUT ON SOME REBUTTAL WITNESSES TOMORROW MORNING AND 
CASE WILL GO TO THE JURY TOMORROW. 
END 
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ORLEANS 157-1163 4 P 

C •• ^1^0 KNOWN AS ( 

.v,Lruc„ re BYR0N ,P E LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, : '• 

CR, . R M i^ciAL 1 a A Tf ma / 

;PTMQHNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

jLEE F&SWILLEY, FORMER CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED HE SAW 
BECKWITH JU^IE EIGHT, LAST, AT TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, JACKSON, 
MISS., BETWEEN THREE AND FOUR PM, AND THAT BECKWITH INQUIRED 
OF HIM AND ANOTHER CAB DRIVER WHERE NAACP LEADER EVERS LIVED. 
WHEN SWILLEY UNABLE TO FURNISH THIS INFO, BECKWITH CHECKED 
PHONE BOOK IN TRAILWAYS TERMINAL, AND ON THREE SEPARATE 
PCCASIONS CAME OUT TO ASK WHETHER CERTAIN ADDRESSES MIGHT BE 
THAT OF^EVERS, BUT 
WERE IN-jVHITEUEIGHBORHOOD, 

IN LINEUfc AT PD HEADQUARTERS /IFTER BECKWITH-S ARREST 

_ rt - M - •" - •' '•".'. \b APR 16 1964 

ROBERT JOHN PITTMAN^ AGE SEVENTEEN, WHOSE FATHER OPERATES^ 

PITTMAN/^GROCERY fti V , fciNITVEVERS5H'0*ME f TESTIFIED THAT v ON V ., ", • "j 

SATURDAY ~NIGHT BEFORE EV&S KILLING, HE SAW SIXTYTWO WH^Te' VALIANT ,j| 

AUTO ; PARKED / N MORTh (SIDE : <? F mTMAN/S IGROCERY, AND VACANT M' ' *HH 

8 APil ii i iuk- P R l ' :: '""" T F0R T " E Di " CT0 Ll In 'W^ 



iu hdiv wrttiMtK CERTAIN ADDRESSES MIGHT BE 
ON ALL OCCASI^ADDRESSES BECKWJTH HAf>> /)/ / 

(BORHOOD, TEST^&f HE ^l/£^CK^ '" 6 ' 
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PAGE TWO 

MASONIC EMBLEM HANGING FROM REAR VIEW MIRROR. STATED ON NIGHT OF 

KILLING, AT ABOUT TEN THIRTY PM f SAW A WHITE VALIANT CIRCLING STREET 
•IN AREA. TESTIFIED WAS AWAKENED BY SHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY 

WENT TO EVERS HOME BUT SAW NO ONE IN VICINITY WHO WOULD BE 
TIED IN WITH SHOOTING. 

MRS. P. L . PITTMAN, WIFE OF OWNER PITTMAN/S GROCERY, 
TESTIFIED THAT ON THURSDAY BEFORE MURDER A MAN DRIVING LIGHT 
COLORED SMALL CAR PARKED IN PARKING LOT AND WALKED AROUND IN 
BACK OF THIS LOT. THIS MAN WAS WEARING SUN GLASSES AND WHITE 
SHOES. UNABLE JO IDENTIFY BECK WITH -AS THIS INDIVIDUAL AND 
TESTIFIED UNABLE TO IDENTIFY BECKWITH AT PD LINEUP. 

RONNIE MARK ACEY, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED WAS WITH 
ROBERT PITTMAN NIGHT OF JUNE EIGHT, LAST, AND SAW SIXTYTWO 
WHITE VALIANT WITH MASONIC EMBLEM PARKED ALONGSIDE PITTMAN/S 
GROCERY. 

RONALD JONES, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED WAS WITH ROBERT 
PITTMAN NIGHT OF MURDER, TESTIFIED SAW WHITE VALIANT WITH 
LONG ANTENNA TRAVELING ON LELTA DRIVE NEAR PITTMAN/S GROCERY. 
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PAGE THREE 

TESTIFIED HE THOUGHT HE SAW SAME CAR GENERAL AREA THE 
SATURDAY BEFORE. 

HERBERT SPEIGHT, CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED ON JUNE EIGHT, 
LAST, WHILE PARKED IN FRONT OF TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL WAS 
APPROACHED BY INDIVIDUAL ASKING IF HE KNEW WHERE EVANS PAREN 
NOT EVERS PAREN, THE QUOTE NAACP NEGRO UNQUOTE, LIVED, WHEN 
SPEIGHT COULD NOT FURNISH THIS INFO, THIS INDIVIDUAL WENT 
INTO THE TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, CHECKED PHONE BOOK, AND ON 
THREE OCCASIONS CAME BACK TO CAB WITH DIFFERENT ADDRESSES 
ASKING IF THAT MIGHT BE WHERE EVANS LIVED. ALL ADDRESSES 
WERE IN WHITE NEIGHBORHOOD, WHEN ASKED BY DA WALLER IF THIS 
MAN WAS IDENTICAL WITH BECKWITH, SPEIGHT REPLIED THE MAN 
RESEMBLES BECKWITH, AND QUOTE IF IT WASN/T SBECKWITH, IT WAS 
HIS TWIN BROTHER UNQUOTE AND QUOTE WDULDN/T SWEAR TO IT BUT 
BaiEVE IT WAS HIM UNQUOTE. THIS WITNESS HAD PREVIOUSLY 
TESTIFIED AT FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT INDIVIDUAL WHO 
APPROACHED HIM AT TRAILWAYS TERMINAL WAS POSITIVELY IDENTICAL 
WITH BECKWITH. ON FURTHER QUESTIONING BY WALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT 
SAID HE HAD BEEN THREATENED SINCE LAST TRIAL BUT GAVE NO OTHER 
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PAGE FOUR 

DETAILS CONCERNING THREATS. ASSISTANT DA JOHN FOX, 111, 
SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED THAT SPEIGHTS TOLD HIM HE HAD BEEN BEATEN 
UP AS A RESULT OF TESTIMONY HE PREVIOUSLY GAVE. UPON FURTHER 
QUESTIONING BY WALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT AGAIN REITERATED THAT 
THIS INDIVIDUAL AT TRAILWAYS TERMINAL WAS IDENTICAL WITH 
BECKWITH. 

JOHN BOOK, GREENVILLE, MISS., WHO WORKED AS SALESMAN 
WTH BECKWITH AT DELTA LIQUID PLANT FOOD CO., GREENWOOK, 
MISS., FURNISHED DESCRIPTION OF SIXTYTWO VALIANT, A COMPANY 
CAR, OPERATED BY BECKWITH , AND IDENTIFIED PHOTO OF SAME. 
TESTIFIED HE WORKED WITH BECKWITH JUNE TEN, LAST, AND SAW 
SMALL SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE THAT DAY. ASKED 
BECKWTIH IN JOKING MANNER IF WIFE HAD HIT HIM AND BECKWITH 
OUOTE "BRUSHED IT OFF AND DID NOT SAY ANYTHING*UNQUOTE. 
PAGE TWO LAST LINE WORD FIVE SHOULD BE DELTA 
END 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

922PMCST URGENT 4-14-64 TM 
TO /DIRECTOR /157-901/ 
FROM NEW ORLEANS /l 57- 1163/ 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR. RM, 
^^RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. \/'r~) 

MRS. A.W. BRANCH AND HER SON, CHARLES BRANCH, SIDON, MISS 
TESTIFIED THAT ON NIGHT SUNDAY JUNE NINE LAST SAW INDIVIDUAL GETTING 
IN OR OUT OF BECKWITH/S VALIENT AUTOMOBILE WHILE IT WAS PARKED ON 
LOT AJACENT TO GREYHOUND BUS STATION, GREENWOOD, MISS. CHARLES 
BRANCH TESTIFIED TOLD BECKWITH, WHO WAS IN BUS STATION, ABOUT 
THIS AND BECKWITH CAME OUTSIDE AND TALKED TO THIS INDIVIDUAL. 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS TESTIMONY NOT FULLY DEVELOPED, HOWEVER 
DURING LAST TRIAL THESE WITNESSES TESTIFIED THEY THOUGHT INDIVIDUAL 
MAY HAVE TAKEN SOMETHING FROM BECKWITH/S CAR /POSSIBLY BECKWITH/S 
RIFLE/. THIS WAS NOT BROUGHT OUT IN TODAYS TESTIMONY. . v_ 

FRED CONNER, GREENWOOD, MISS., -BUS STATION EMPLOYEE, TESTIFIED 
HE ATE SUPPER WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD CAFE BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN 
P.M. JUNE ELEVEN LAST. 
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BECKWITH TOOK STAND DENIED SHOOTING EVERS. DENIED BEING IN 
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JACKSON SATURDAY PRECEEDINGj MURDE/R. DENIED CONVERSATION WITH TWO 
CAB DRIVERS AT TRAILWAYS BUS STATION THAT DAY. DENIES WAS IN JACKSON 
NIGHT JUNE ELEVEN, MORNING JUNE TWELVE. CLAIMS_WAS JLtL-GSEEWi/OOD 
DURING THAT -TIME. ' 10 ApR m mA 

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE A.M. TOMORROW IjHjJl. CROSS -EXAMINATIO 
OF BECKWITH WILL CONTINUE. 
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2' 59 PM CST URGENT 4/14/64 WFM 
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TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS / 157- 1163/ 3 P mn „,_ 

cnra. bights »*£... ,. 

ALSO KNOWN AS " . MGUL MAITE-3 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA MED GA RE VERS DASH VICTIM, CR, RM. 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

DEFENSE WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS: 

JOHN TURNER, OWNER, CLUB KATHRYN, LOCATED VICINITY 
EVERS RESIDENCE TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS ARRESTED BY POLICE 
FOR SELLING BEER AFTER HOURS TWELVE TEN AM, JUNE TWELVE, 
LAST. STAT0D AT TIME OF HIS ARREST BARBARA HOLDER WAS 
PRESENT AT CLUB. PAREN BARBARA HOLDER WAS STATE WITNESS 
WHO TESTIFIED SHE HAD BEEN AT JOE/S .DRIVE IN, AKA LEE/S 
DRIVE IN, ELEVEN FORTY FIVE PM, JUNE ELEVEN, -LAST, AND HAD 
SEEN VALIANT ON PARKING LOT, THAT DRIVE IN PAREN. 

MRS. FAYE BULLOCK TESTIFIED SHE WAS WAITRESS AT CLUB 



KATHRYN AND SAW BARBARA HOLDER AT CLUB BETWEEN APPROXIMATE 

PERIOD NINE PM JUNE ELEVEN AND ONE AM, JUNE TwI&VE* ZjTL 

S GWtN ADKINSON TESTIFIED SHE WAS EMPLOYEE AT CLUB , 8 APR 16 ]%4 
END > ACETONE*'' /? /Q S? -, Q ^' ! 1 *. : i? . : -H ...f' ^ „ : , ^ *^J_ 
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PAGE TWO 

KATHRYN AND SAV BARBARA HOLDER COME IN CLUB BETWEEN NINE 
FIFTEEN AND TEN PH V JUNE ELEVEN AND SAW HOLDER AT CLUB WHEN 
TURNER ARRESTED AFTER MIDNIGHT. 

MISS ANCIE LEE HAVEN TESTIFIED SH0E WORKED AT LEE/S 
DRIVE IN JUNE ELEVEN, LAST AND LEFT AT ELEVEN PM. TESTIFIED 
SHE SAW WHITE CAR PARKED IN CORNER OF LOT AT DRIVE IN AND 
OF OPINION CAR WAS A DODGE. TESTIFIED THIS CAR DEFINITELY 
WAS NOT VALIANT. 

MRS. GLEN JAC COY WHO RESIDES VICINITY LEE/S DRIVE IN 
TESTIFIED SHE HEARD GUNSHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY LOOKED IN 
DIRECTION OF LEE/S DRIVE IN AND DID NOT SEE ANY CARS LEAVING 
LOT AT DRIVE IN. 

LEE H. COCKRELL TESTIFIED HE OPERATED LEE/S DRIVE IN AND 
ON JUNE ELEVEN ARREVED DRIVE IN ELEVEN THIRTY PM AND WAS 
PRESENT WHILE SHOOTING OCCURRED. TESTIFIED DID NOT SEE 
ANY MEN ON PARKING LOT AND DID NOT SEE ANY AUTOMOBILES 
LEAVING LOT AFTER SHOOTING. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

MRS. DORIS SUMRALL TESTIFIED WAS WORKING LEE/S DRIVE 
IN NIGHT OF SHOOTING. TESTIFIED SAW NO VEHICLES WAVING 
DRIVE IN LOT AFTER SHOOTING OCCURRED. 

JAMES L. HOBBY, NOW RESIDES MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A TRUCK 
DRIVER, TESTIFIED RESIDED IN JACKSON IN JUNE, SIXTY THREE. 
TESTIFIED OWNED SIXTY WHITE VALIANT AND CUSTOMARILY DROVE 
DELTA DRIVE TO AND FROM WORK. TESTIFIED THAT BETWEEN 
TWELVE TEN AND TWELVE THIRTY AM, JUNE TWELVE, SIXTY THREE, 
HE DROVE TO JOE/S DRIVE IN IN HIS VALIANT AND ATTEMPTED TO 
GET CUP OF COFFEE. FOUND DRIVE IN CLOSED AND UNABLE TO 
PURCHASE COFFEE. AS WALKING AWAY FROM DRIVE IN, DID NOT 
HEAR A SHOT. S*AW NO ONE LEAVING AREA OF JOE/S DRIVE IN. 
TESTIFIED THAT SATURDAY NIGHT PRIOR TO MURDER HE HAD BEEN 
ON DELTA DRIVE IN HIS VALIANT PAREN PREVIOUS STATE WITNESSES 
HAVE TESTIFIED AS TO OBSERVING WHITE VALIANT ON DELTA DRIVE 
SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE MURDER PAREN. 
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NEW ORLEANS 

O tl» knowr. »< : ~ f»URighfe WcTaT AiBtCofl^ 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, >K* MEDGAR EVERS USSR VICTIM, «HHWi;' 

.. A RE AFTERNOON SESSION OF BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. \ ■■'" " 

' V..y. ^j. ., 

•<V BARBARA ANN HOLDER TESTIFIED SHE WAS AT JOE/S DRIVE-IN, VICINITY- 
EVERS HOME, NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN SIXTYTHREE. SOMETIME IN EARLY 
PART OF NIGHT ^HE SAW AUTOMOBILE PULL UP ON LOT OF DRIVE-IN AND 
PARK WITH DRIVER STAYING IN CAR. SHE LEFT AND RETURNED APPROXIMATELY!} 
ELEVEN THIRTY P.M., SAW SAME CAR ON LOT AT THIS TIME. IDENTIFIED 
PHOTOGRAPH 03? BECKWITH/S NINETEEN SIXTYTWO VALIENT AS IDENTICAL WITH 
CAR SHE ^W t>N LOT. FURNISHED SKETCHY DESCRIPTION OF MAN IN THIS CAR, 




SAID SpqJOULD NOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THIS MAN BUT HAD OPINION 

- •-« Kt> . 
AS TO IDENTITY- OF THIS PERSON. WAS NOT ALLOWED TO TESTIFY AS TO 

HER OPINION. 
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v .| | SA SAM H. ALLEN, JR., MEMPHIS DIVISIONrTESTIFIEU AS TO INITIAL 



CONTACT WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD, JUNE TWENTYONE LAST AND THAT ; \. 
j // ^ .. '"V ' 

j BECKWITH ANSWERED ONLY **&£ NO COMMENT UNW9K TO AGENTS QUESTIONS 

: RE TELESCOPE SIGHT PURCHASED FROM DUCK/S TACKLE SHOP. ^ V<V 

SA THOMAS F. HO*klNS*„MEMPHIS DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS tS'aTTEMPTS^J 

j TO LOCATE BECKWITH JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST AND^CI^UMSTAN^ ^F^lcTOTH/S 

(ARREST THAT NIGHT IN^HIS 'ATTORNEYS OFFICE. < \<& * leAfil 16 196* 
! *•■.'■. tf>- ■ ^ : 

SA JOSEPH PEGGS,5NEW ORLEANS DI VISION* TEST! FJ CITES TO INTERVIEW 
j *fc Wee Department 

, WITH BECKWITH AT JACKSON P3 JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND OBSERVATION 
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ENOPASt'ONE 






MR. BELMONT FCR THE DIRECTOR 
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-PAGE TWO 

| SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE. TESTIFIED BECKWITH 

DECLINED COMMENT VHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT EVERS. KILLING. ... 

BDUce Department 
DETECTIVE SAR6EANT FRED SANDERS, JACKSON -», TESTIFIED 

DRIVING TIME FROM JOE/S DRIVE-IN TO GREENWOOD, MISS., A DISTANCE OF 

NINETYFOUR MILES, WAS ONE HOUR AND FORTYFIVE MINUTES OBSERVING 

SPEED LAWS. 

DR. FOREST G. BRADLEY, MD, PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED EXAMINED SCAR 

OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND SAID IN HIS OPINION 

SCAR HAD BEEN THERE NO LONGER THAN THIRTY DAYS AND AT LEAST TEN DAYS. 

Miee Deputnieot 
DET. SGT. O.M. LUKE, JACKSON jES, TESTIFIED HE PACKED GUN, 

CARTRIDGE CASES AND LATENT LIFT AND TURNED THEM OVER TO SA SAMUEL 

E. VIRDEN II FOR TRANSPORTATION TO FBI LAB. 

STATE RESTED AT THIS POINT. DEFENSE MOVED FOR DIRECTED VERDICT 
OF ACQUITTAL. COURT OVERRULED MOTION. 

DEFENSE WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS; SAM WARREN, FORMER EMPLOYEE 
MISS. STATE HOSPITAL, WHITLIELD, MISS., TESTIFIED THAT LEE F. 
SWILLEY, CAB DRIVER, TOLD HIM AFTER FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT 
SWILLEY WAS NOT COMING BACK TO COURT AGAIN AS HE DID NOT GET 
ANYTHING, NOT EVEN WITNESS FEES. CLAIMS SWILLEY SAID NOT GOING TO 
TELL ANYMORE LIES, REFERRING TO SWILLEYS TESTIMONY THIS CASE. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

WENDELL STRINGER AND ROY E. ADKINS, EMPLOYEES AT WRIGHT AND 
FERGUSON FUNERAL HOME, JACKSON, TESTIFIED THEY WERE CALLED BYm"*"* 
TO APPEAR IN LINEUP WITH BECKWITH DAY FOLLOWING HIS ARREST. BOTH 
TESTIFIED BECKWITH WAS ONLY MAN IN LINEUP WITHOUT A BELT OR JEWELRY 
SUCH AS TIE CLASP AND CUFF LINKS. ALSO TESTIFIED BECKWITH 
WEARING SHIRT IN LINEUP WITH HIS INITIALS ON POCKET. 

COURT RECESSED UNTIL NINE A.M. APRIL FOURTEEN. 
END 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

1052 PM CST URGENT 4-16-64 TJB 

TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ 1-PAGE-. 

BYRON DE LA BECK WITH, AKA;MEDGAFr-£VERS DASH VICTIM,~CR, r/S? 

JURY DELIBERATED UNTIL NINE FORTYFIVE P.M. TODAY WITHOUT 
REACHING VERDICT. JUDGE THEN DIRECTED JURY TO RETIRE, TO RESUME 
DELIBERATION NINE AM TOMORROW. 
END 
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FBI NEV/ORLS 

2-41/PM CST 4- 15-64 URGENT DAO 
To/Dl RECTOR 157-901 

FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-1163 / 

J ? BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVER5 DASH VICTIM, CrTrI 
. ' RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

STATE CALLED FOLLOWING REBUTTAL WITNESSES: 
. DETECTIVE SGT. FRED SANDERS, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED HE 
TALKED TO GREENWOOD PD OFFICERS CRESSWELL AND HOLLEY PAREN 
/DEFENSE ALIBI WITNESSES^ PAREN IMMEDIATELY AFTER BECKWITH/S 
ARREST AND ALSO IN JAN., SIXTYFOUR, AND THEY DID NOT MENTION 
TO HIM SEEING BECKWITH IN GREENWOOD, ONE ZERO FIVE AM, ' 

JUNE TWELVE, SIXTYTHREE. 

DETECTIVE SGT. 0. M. LUKE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED ANCIE 
LEE HAVEN TOLD'HIM IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING THAT SHE HAD 
SEEN WHITE VALIANT AUTO ON SE CORNER. JOE/S DRIVE INN PARKING 
LOT PAREN HAVEN WAS DEFENSE WITNESS WHO.TESTIFIED CAR WAS NOT . / 4L'l 

A l/A! TAMT DAnn< ^T> PrP_ 9/f / . / / 
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ATTORNEYS COMPLETED CLOSING ARGUMENTS TWELVE FIFTYFIlfc *?l?* ™* 
JURY AT THAT TIME WENT TO LUNCH AND WILL BEGIN DELIBERATION—" ~ 

AFTER RETURNING FROM LUNCH. 
END AND ACK PL'S* '' 
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DIRECTOR /157-901/ 
FROM NEW ORLEANS /l 57- 1163/ 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS-VICTIM, CR-RM. 

BECKWITH WAS ON STAND ENTIRE MORNING TODAY ON CROSS EXAMINATION. 
CONTINUED TO DENY ANY IMPLICATION IN EVER-S MURDER. CROSS EXAMINATION 
ENDED AT NOON RECESS. 
END 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI /l 57-901/ AND MEMPHIS 

FROM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ 

ALSO iCNOWN A3 
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^ BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR^EVERS/ ViSTmTcR, 
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL CALLS T03UREAU TODAY. 

AT ELEVEN FORTY AM TODAY BECKWITH JURY ADVISED HINDS COUNTY 
CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK THEY WERE HOPELESSLY DEADLOCKED AND 
UNABLE TO REACH A VERDICT. JUDGE HENDRICK DECLARED A MIS/TRIAL 
AND DISCHARGED THE JURY. CASE CONTINUED UNTIL MAY NEXT TERM OF 
HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT. 
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UH1-86 

(BECKVITH) 

JACKSON— A SECOND MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED TODAY IN THE CASE 

OF BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, A WHITE SEGREGATIONIST CHARGED WITH THE ^ 

SNIPER SLAYING OF NEGRO LEADER MEDGAR EVERS. 

THE 12-MAN ALL-WHITE JURY REPORTED AFTER 10 HOURS DELIBERATION IT WAS 
IEADLOCKED AND CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK DECLARED A MISTRIAL AT 
11:35 A.M. CST (15:35 P.M. EST). 

IT WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN WHETHER BECKWITH WOULD BE SET FREE 
CR ORDERED TO STAND TRIAL FOR THE THIRD TIME. 

THERE IS NOTHING IN MISSISSIPPI LAW TO PREVENT BECKVITH FROM 
i BEING TRIED AGAIN. BUT THERE WAS SPECULATION PRIOR TO THE VERDICT 

THAT IF ANOTHER MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED IN THE CASE, THE ENTIRE MATTER 
t WOULD BE PUT IN AN INACTIVE FILE. .,- 
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UPI-91 

(BECKVITH) 

I JACKSON, MISS.— CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK SAID TODAY BYRON 
DE LA BECKVITH «S CASE VAS BEING CONTINUED UNTIL THE MAY TERM OF COURT 
AND A DECISION ON A THIRD MURDER TRIAL FOR BECKVITH WOULD BE DETERMINED 
LATER. 
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JYHdfrfa LA KCKWTl gyC.-'MDMR EVERS DASH VlCn^.Sf"""'' 1 




RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKVJITH TRIAL TODAY. ^ . ~ 

• FORMER SHERIFF J.R. GILFOY, HINDS COUNTY , MISS. , TESTIFIED YAS *? *' 
PRESENT AT_;POLICE DEPARTMENT WHEN BREECH OF INSTANT? RI^OPEgED AND"- 
BASED ON ODOR HE DETERMINED IT HAD BEEN FIRED VERyJ'RECSnTLY.^ '■ 

INNES.T. MC INTYRE, FARMER NEAR GREENWOOD, MISS. , ffsTIJIED HE 
PURCHASED THIRTY OUGHT SIX RIFLE IN FE3RUARY FIFTYNINiF FROM UNIVERSAL 
FIRE ARMS AND TRADED BARREL AND ACTION OF THIS RIFLE TO BECKWITH IN 
JANUARY, SIXTY."TESTIFIED TURNED OVER TO FBI AGENT FIFTY EMPTY ' ; 
CARTRID^ CASES WHICH HAD -BEEN FIRED IN THI°S RIFLE. 

SA FRANCIS F.INELY AND^DONALD STORAKE*R TESTIFIED AS TO CHAIN OF 
EVIDENCE OfrCARTRIDGES FROM MC INTYRE''to SA RICHARD J. POPPLETON 
. FWE ARMS SECTION. ' • ♦* 

Z> SA^DPPLETON TESTIFIED AS TO EXAMINATION SPENT BULLET.MC INTYjUa y 
CAKRID^ICASIB^IXI^: ROUNDS AND ONE EM&Y ROUI MDToWllf \f?)3. J) 

end^ageIone - JHi ypftl&t BraTmira r- & >kj 

fe WU liSa^^ HAPR**i»ti4 
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PAGE TWO " • " ""^ " "' : 

SA S^UEL E. VIRDEN U TESTIFIED RE DELIVERY RIFLE, AMMO, CARTRIDGE 
CASES AND SPENT BULLET TO FBI LAB. *" 

JOHN W. GOSA,OWNER DUCKS TACKLE SHOP, GRENODA, MISS., TESTIFIED 
THAT IN MAY,SIXTYTHREE,TRADED SIX POWER GOLDEN HAWK UNITED BINOCULAR- 
TELESCOPE SIGHT TO BECKWITH FOR A FORTYFIVE AUTOMATIC PISTOL. 

O.P.BROWN,DlSTRICT MANAGER, SOUTHERN BELL TEL AND TEL CO., GREENWOOD 
«ISS., INTRODUCED PHONE RECORDS SHOWING PHONE CALLS FROM BECKWITH 
RESIDENCE TO GOZA AT GREENWOOD ON MAY FIVE AND MAY TWELVE, SI XT YTHREE. 

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE AM APRIL ELEVEN,SlXTYFOUR. 
END CORRECT PAGE ONE,PARA 0NE,LINE TWO, WORD NINE SHOULD BE RIFLE 
END 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 



(Beckwith Appears Ner vous 
ButDenies Murdering Ey£K| 



! MCKSON, Miss., April 14. — . A subdued Byro^-S^-l*' 
Beckwith, more nervous than when he first testified in Febru- 
ary. Tuesday look the witness stand and swore he did not 
murder Jackson Negro leader Medgar Evcrs on June 12. 

The 43-year-old Greenwood salesman took the stand at 
3:13 p.m. and answered questions from chief defense counsel 
Hardy Lott exactly an hour. In contrast to his appearance 
at the earlier trial, Beckwith Jimited his remarks to exact 
and short answers. 

But during the 48 minutes he 
; answered questions from Dist. 
Atty. William Waller, Beck- 
with's testimony was soon 
punctuated by comments from 
the 37-year-old prosecutor such 



as, "Can I go on now?" and dcr. 
"May I finish my question?" 



feeckwith took the stand ap- "¥ cs - sicsfl W enE\vcrcd 

patently to lay the ground- Mr. Hobby. • 
•woik for defense contentions 

; that his 30.06 Enfield rifle dis- Mr * Waller confirmed that 
; appeared either from his car lne Hobby car had no aerial 
for 64-year-old unlocked homei s1rni,ar t0 tIie onc Miss Holder, 

a few days prior to the mur- said sne saw * in tnc corner and 



me,' 



, asked why Mr. Hobby waited 
He said his car, in which untiI two or tnrce weeks ago to* 
_.. h * carried several guns, also contact Hl, S n Cunningham, a! 

i 'Did you shoot Medgar > sat unlocked most of June 10 defense attorney. | 

■Evcrs?" asked Mr. Lott. j at his firm's Greenville of- "* i ust thought I should say 

i "No, sir,'* answered Beck-; fice. something about it." answered 

iwith, with emphasis on the!- "Can you tell me," said tne 37-year-old truck driver. 
i**sir." jMr. Lott as he handed Beck- " Did y°« tell the Jackson; 

"Where were you when Med-} w ith the Enfield rifle with a Po,ice Department about 
gar Evers was shot?" queried] 6-power telescopic sight the this?" f 

,the attorney. 1 state claims was used as the 1 'They didn't ask 

j "I was in Greenwood," j murder weapon, "whether that Hobby answered. 
Beckwith said. (is your rifle and scope?" j M r - Hobby, who has been 

Beginning with a listing of! "This rifle is similar to sev-1 employed by the trucking firm 
the schools which he attend- er *l "Hes I have owned, but ; ! for about 15 years, was trans- 
ed as a youth, the Deltan out-) 1 couldn't positively identify jarred from Jackson to Mem- 
Mined his life until his arrestee rifle or the scope," Beck- jP his last JuIv * His wife and 
: on June 22 for the ambush! with said. jthree children joined him last 

, murder of the NAACP field; Before Beckwith took the (November, 
secretary. % I stand, a Memphis truck driv- I J udge *Leon Hendrick re* 

-- - - -■ - * »- -• - - Icessed court at 5:03 p.m. with! 

'Beckwith still on the stand fori 
; cross-examination. The trial 
will resume at 9 Wednesday! 




• l^t, which the state described] morning, 



iviously 

. "When were vou arrested?" . a> . the fi et - aw ay location, a f(;w 

i asked Mr. LoU. minutes before the murder. 

i "I'd have to look at the 5 ut . James L - Hol % of 579 

calendar." responded the pale : j~ st _ Frank ' employe of Gor- 

but emphatic Beckwith. "I've don Transports Inc., said he 

been here for so long it's hardjP arked m frxmt ° f the drive-in, 

for me to remember." j A prosecution witness earlier 

He denied talking to two sa »d she saw a 1962 white 

Jackson taxi drivers who testi-! VaJia nt parked in the corner 

fied Beckwith or "a twin and identified it as Beckwith's 

: brother" asked them for company car. 

! Evers' address June 8 at a Miss Barbara Holder said 

4ftgksqgj, bus g * afi ™ „ , she saw the driver enter the 

rest room but she was unable 
to positively identify him. 
"Do you recall whether you 
jyrant jnto the rest room?;; v 
asked Mr. Lott * 
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20 Ballots Fail 

7-5 Impasse Is Reported 

•With Most Jurors For 

Acquittal 

By EDWARD P. MOORE JR. 

Special to The Commercial Appeal 

JACKSON, Miss.. Feb. 7. — 
.Judge Leon F. Hendrick sol- 
emnly declared the spectacu 
lar Beckwith murder trial a 
mistrial at 11:30 Friday mom 
ing after 12 white jurors indi- 
vidually advised the judge they 
were "hopelessly deadlocked" 
in reaching a verdict after 11 
hours of deliberation. 

United Press International 
quoted a "reliable source" as 
saying the jury was split 7*5 
for acquittal. 

They reportedly had taken 
20 ballots during discussions 
since 1:05 Thursday afternoon 
in the small jury room before 
a table littered with photo- 
graphs, documents, statements 

and a 30-06 Enfield rifle _,.„,.,, .. , 10 . 
equipped with a six-power tele- diet, the judge said to 12 ob- 
scopic sight. viously weary jurors . who 

walked into the courtroom 

The state argued Byron De putting on coats and adjusting 
La Beckwith used that weapon ties. They nodded in agree- 
to kill Medgar Evers, Missis- ment. The judge then polled 
sippi field secretary for the each man to learn whether he 
National Association for the believed additional delibera- 
Advanccment of Colored Peo- tions could produce a verdict, 
pie, from ambush on June 12. ■ "Your honor," replied Fred 
1963. Beckwith* inconsistent- Plummer, "I do not. Wehave 















/ f 



— AP WircpV^to 

Weary Juror Heads Horn j 
"Gentlemen, I assume you 
rifle Still have not reached a Ver- 



Jy maintained his innocence* 






£*x\\ 



tried diligently. We could stay 
here a week and never reach 
a verdict." The remaining 11 
answered •si^y^y as Judge 
Hendrick repeated the ques 
tion. 

M61- \ A- 



r *"lf there were any chance 
for you to ,£et together in a 
reasonable time,'' 'lie told the 
jury, "I know you would tell 
me so. I declare a mistrial 
in this case; that is r. 1 ' I can 
do. The defendant will be re- 
manded to the custody of the 
sheriff." 

He dismissed the 12 men 

who hurriedly packed their 
suitcases and left the Hinds! 
County Courthouse where they 
had been secluded since Jan. 
30. They were forbidden by the 
judge to discuss their vote im- 
passe. 

Beckwith appeared drained 
by the trial. He sat glum and 
motionless. 

Mrs. Beckwith, leaving the 
courthouse, also was disap- 
pointed. "I planned to take 
hirn home tonight." she sitd. 
Aiked if she would again tie a 
diily spectator at the re-trial, 
srle said emphatically: k 

Yes, sir. I'm just like he 
is; I'm an arch-segregation- 
ist." 

Mrs. Evers, widow of the 
slain integration leader, said 
she had prepared a statement 
in the event a decisive verdict 
was reached, but the mistrial 
caught her off guard. "I don't 
think I should have anything 
to say unless the person is 
found guilty or not guilty." 

There was no visible reac- 
tion from the still courtroom 
where more than 200 had 
jwaited to hear the verdict. 
Within minutes, both defense 
and prosecution attorneys be- 
gan the task of preparing for 
a re-trial. 

Defense Attorney Hardy Lott 
said following a conference 
with the judge that the case 
will be set for call on Mardv 
23. Date of the re-trial will 
scheduled at that time i 
Judge Hendrick.* * 

Mr. Lott said the matter 
bond for Beckwith, who h 
been in jail without bond sin 
June 23. was not discussed 
the conference in the judgt 
office. He added he expect 
to file a Motion for a bo 
hearing "very promptly." 

But Dist. Atty. William Wi 
Icr, the trial's 37 - year - c 
prosecutor, snid he would c 
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He Didn't Kill Evers 



Claims Rifle Stolen 



Argionants Due 

Policemen Say Defendant 
Seen In Greenwood At 
' Time Of Slaying 

By EDWARD P. MOORE JR. 

Special to The CommercUt Appeal 

JACKSON, Miss., Feb. 5.— 
The defense rested its case in 
the Byron De La Beckwith 
murder trial at 5:47 p.xn. Wed- 
nesday. 

The action came after Beck- 
with took the witness stand in 
a surprise maneuver and 
swore he did not ambush Med- 
gar Evers, Negro integrationist 
leader shortly after midnight 
last June 12. 

He claimed that a gun simi- 
lar to the weapon the state 
charges was used to kill Evers 
was stolen from him the night 
before the slaying. 

Arguments will open Thurs- 
day morning. 

j The packed courtroom 
gasped in astonishment when 
the name "Byron De La Beck- 
with" was called and the 
former fertilizer salesman 
walked swiftly to the stand, 
took his oath and was seated. 
He was questioned by his coun- 
sel. Hardy Lott, for 55 minutes, 
answering deftly and with as- 

Ijsurance. 
i V\Ir. Beckwith," asked Mr. 
U** "Did you shoot Medgar 

* rio. sir"," he* answered 






The former Marine Corps 
Purple Heart -winner said he 
received a cut over his right 
eye during a target shooting 
session "before this Evers' 
business came up" when the 
30-06 Enfield's telescopic sight 
recoiled into him. Three of his 
fellow employes at a Green- 
ville fertilizer company testi- 
fied earlier Wednesday they 
saw the cut before June 12. 

The state had suggested the 
cut resulted when Evers was 
shot. 

Beckwith denied being in 
Jackson at any time near the 
date of the shooting and added 
that if his white Valiant, iden- 
tified by several witnesses as 
being near the murder scene, 
was in the capital city "I have 
no knowledge of it." - 



Hie 43-year-old Beckwith told 
the jury that he customarily 
traveled with weapons, "as 
many as 30 to 40" in his car. 
He admitted receiving an En- 
field rifle from Itta Bena plant- 
er Thorne Mclntyre and trad- 
ing for a telescopic sight at 
Grenada. 

But Beckwith said he could 
not with certainty identify a 
rifle hidden in honeysuckle 
.vines near the murder scene 
as his. 

Mr. Waller began his cross- 
examination with questions 
about letters in his possession, 
some to newspaper editors, 
which he said bore Beckwrth's 
signature. He asked the Deltan 
if his expressions 6f segrega- 
tion ideas were not made pub- 
licly. 



"I have. h*<»« y e r y pro- 
nounced about my views con- 
cerning segregation, constitu- 
tional government, and states 
rights," he answered calmly. 
But the scion of an aristocratic 
Mississippi family began to 
squirm slightly as Mr. Waller 
began reading. 

From a letter bearing what 
the district attorney said was 
a 1957 date, he read "and fur- 
thermore, when I die, I'll be 
buried in a segregated ceme- 
tery. When you get to Heaven 
you will find me in the part 
that has a sign saying 'For 
White Only.' And If I go to 
Hades, I'm going to raise hell 
all over Hades till I get in 
the white section." 

Beckwith said the signature 
looked like his. 

In earlier testimony three 
Greenwood residents, two of 
them police officers, swore 
they saw the dapper fertilizer 
salesman 59 minutes before 
Evers* murder and 30 minutes 
after in Greenwood/They said 
they were positive in their 
identifications. / 

Roy Jonosy/33-year-old sign 
manufacturer, testified Beck- 
with was in an alley near the 
junction of Highways 82 and 
49 preparing to pull out on the 
highway at 11:45 p.m. He said 
the area was lighted with flood- 
lights and there was no doubt 
the man was Beckwith. / 

Officers Hollis'CresBwell and 
James Holleysaid th6y spotted 
Beckwith at*4:05 a.m. June 12 
filling his car with gasoline 
near the same spot. Officer 
Cressweli said they remem- 
bered the ume "because one of 
the two -had just looked at a 
watch. 
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;CourfXlears;V/ay ^ 

For Beckwith Trial 

-I 

Ruled Capable Of Defense 

JnEvers Murder Hearing ' 
! 

From The Commercial Appeal 
Jackson. Miss.. Bureau 

JACKSON, Miss., Nov. 12. — 
The State Supreme Court Tues- 
day ruled Byron De La Beck- 
with is "entirely capable of 
standing trial" for the murder 
of Negro civil rights leader 
Medgar Evers and nullified a 
prosecution order for a mental 
examination of the -42-year-old 
Greenwood salesman. 

The 6-to-3 decision set aside 
Hinds County Circuit Judge 
Leon Hendrick's order grant 
ing a state request for the ex 
amination. The prosecution 
said it was seeking to deter- 
mine whether Beckwith was 
mentally capable of making a 
rational defense and also his 
condition at the time Evers 
was slain 3z7*r 12.^. 

The issue was based on a 
counter-order of Rankin Coun- 
ty Circuit Judge 0. H. Barnctt, 
in whose jurisdiction the state 
hospital lies, barring state 
psychiatrists from giving Beck- 
with a mental examination, 
j Beckwith's attorneys protest- 
ed the examination, contending 
;he was capable of making a 
jrational defense and that the 
'order for a general examina- 
tion was unconstitutional. The 
defense said Judge Hendrick's 
order placed Beckwith in the 
position of affording Dist. Atty. 
William Waller with testimony 
to be used against the defend 
ant at the trial. 

When Judge Hendrick or- 
dered the examination July 19, 
defense attorneys said Beck- 
with was ready for an imme- 
diate tria!-and -demanded that 
it be set at that time.' 



The Supreme Court also or- 
dered Beckwith returned lo the 
custody of tne-xIiTms County 
sheriff in Jackson. Judge Bar- 
nett had ordered him held in 
the Rankin County jail at Bran- 
don to retain jurisdiction pend- 
ing setting of a trial by Judge 
Hendrick. g ^ -•-= ? ' 
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Beckwith Tests t- 
'Ordered Halted 

Oefensc Attorneys Petition 

For Speedy Trial On 

Slaying Charge 



JACKSON, Miss., Aug. 1.— 
(UPI)— A state judge has 
ordered psychiatrists to stop 
their mental examination of 
Byron De La Beckwith, who 
is charged with murdering Ne- 
gro civil rights leader Medgar 
Evers. 

Circuit Judge 0. H. Barnett 
of Carthage ordered the halt 
pending a hearing on charges 
that Beckwith is illegally and 
unconstitutionally held in the 
nearby state mental hospital 

The charges were made by 
defense attorneys in a petitior 
to .Judge Barnett for a writ o 
habeas corpus freeing Beck, 
with from the hospital in 
order that he might be tried 
quickly for the June 12 sniper 
slaying of Evers. 

Judge Barnett agreed to! 
conduct a hearing on the pe-l 
tition at Carthage Aug. 9, 

He signed an order Wed- 
nesday directing Dr. W. L. Ja- 
quith, the hospital director, to 
have Beckwith in court for the 
hearing and to refrain from 
examining him in the mean- 
time. 

Jaquith said he would com- 
ply with Judge Barnetfs order 
on advice of the state attorney 
general's office. ! 

Beckwith, 42, a segregation- 
list from the Mississippi Delta, 
:had been undergoing cxamina- 
; tior. at the institution for one 
week. 



The examination was 
ordered by Circuit Judge Leon 
jHendrick of Jackson on re- 
quest of Dist. Atty; William 
Viler. Waller safd there wak 
r t aS0 ?. t0 bcIieve Bcckwitn 
w>s "mentally incompetent]' 

- **' hn " ^ m i, , t^- * 
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| BeckwiihHeir 

To Grand Jury 

In Evers Case 

Possibility Of Witnesses 

Raised At Hearing 

In Jackson 

* By KENNETH TOLER 

from The rommrrciat Appfal 
Jackson. Miss.. Burcnu 

JACKSON, Miss., June 25.— 
Byron De La Beckwith Tues- 
day was ordered held without 
•bail in a preliminary hearing 
at which.it was hinted that 
two white witnesses may later 
testify they saw the person or 
persons who killed Negro 
JMedgar Evers. 
j Jackson City Judge James 
j Spencer ordered Beckwith, 42- 
iycar-old Greenwood salesman, 
| held without bond until the 
j Hinds County Grand Jury can 
; consider the murder charge 
jagainst him next week. Bcck- 
jwith pleaded not guilty just 
(after the two-hour hearing 
(began. | 

j Tuesday's scant reference to 
! possible witnesses came when 
j Jackson Police Det. Sgt. John 
jChamblee testified under cross 
{examination that he "talked 
[with people who said they 
j heard footsteps running from 
ithe scene" of the ambush slay- 
'ing in a Jackson Negro resi- 
dential area. 

It was later developed that 
a white man and woman had 
told investigators that they 
were walking along the street 
a the time of the shooting. 
h youcs white girl identified 
** Vkkv»er Bishop was dis- 
cic : scd_as the person who had 
told pui'icc of the, cu mte's 
(presence. " | 



(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 



Sergeant Chamblec, first 
officer_jo jpeach the'^hOGtirig 
scene, testified that he found 
no witnesses at the scene who 
could identify the defendant. 

Judge Spencer rejected 
Bcckwilh's defense counsels' 
pleas for release on grounds 
that the state had failed to 
connect Beckwith with the 
Evers murder other than by 
circumstantial evidence. The 
judge said a fingerprint iden- 
tified as Beckwith's found on 
a rifle near the scene of the 
slaying was sufficient to bind 
him over to the grand jury, 
which convenes* Monday. »■ ;« 

Capt. Ralph Hargrove, Jack- 
son Police Department identifi- 
cation officer, testified he 
found the fingerprint on the 
rifle's telescopic sight and 
turned it over to the FBI. The 
print and the Japanesc-ma?ie 
siht mounted on the Enfield 
3^.06 rifle were traced by the 
£31 to Beckwith. J 

Captain Hargrove also said 
he did not believe the finger- 
print found on the sight was 
more than 12 hours old. The 
gun was found shortly aftcrj 
Evers, 37-year-old NAACP; 
Mississippi field secretary, 
was shot in the baek early 
June 12 just after he stepped 
from his car in the driveway 
of his home. 

FBI ballistics expert Rich- 
lard Poppleton testified that 
riflings on the bullet which 
(killed Evers were similar io 
those fired from an Enfield 
rifle and "similar to no other 
weapon in our laboratory." 
He said the mutilated condi-j 
tion of the bullet prevented] 
him saying positively it was; 
fired from the Enfield rifle 
found. 

Hti,./. Cunningham of Jack- 
son, member of Gov. Ross 
Barnctt's law firm, Monday 
joined in Beckwith's defense 
along with Hardy Lott, Green- 
wood city attorney, and 
Sjanny Sa nders, a former dis- 
tricr anurney of Greenwood*. 
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"TV Fflera. uatufe under t 
whiCh ncdcvith -* #A-^rJ 
carries relatively minor penal- 
ties. The i-harpe permitted 
TBI apcnls to make an arrest 
and Rives them a legal hold 
over the prisoner pending fil- 
ing of charges under state fcw. 
Ifrovcr su.id Ccekwlth v.wi*u 
be turned <*ver to Jtcfcron ats* 
thortties as tocn fcs pc^ts for 
questioning and filing of tt^a 
munler charges. 

Cixkwith was bam an.1 
reared in Greenwood and !3 
a member of an old and prom- 
inent Delta family. He was 
formerly a salesman for tte 
New Deal Tobacco Co. in 
Greenwood. 

Greenwood c i • i z e n < de 
srnbfrt Oc La Sv^lcwith— who • 
was Lfvwa as 'Delay'— as "ec- 
ccntn- ** and outspoken in his 
oppo- :ion to any form of de- 
segregation. 

He \vi written nanv letters 
to J*..*v>a newspapers acd.to 
The t^mmercial Appeal d*- 
noting Chief Justice Etirf* 
Warrm a nd the Supreme 
Co*jt, the National AssccJa- 
tiow for the Advancement of 
Colored People and the Ken- 
nedy Administration. 

The FBI scid he wca a xzsz> 
ber of the Mississippi Citirzns' 
Council, a scsresailsnitf 
group. 

i 
Evcrs, 37, wes tha Kfcrss- 
sippl field secretary to/ thy 
NAACP. "^ 

He was shot in the bz& I.y 
a sniper as he stepped frcsi 
his car in the driveway o* his 
home in Jackson shortly alter - 
midnight. 

A rifle was found in a honey- 
suckle thicket in a vacant lot 
across the street (nan Evcrs* 
home. 

Hfx>ver said Beckwith was 
fourvd by connecting him with 
the "Golden H;«aV telescopic 
sight on the nfle recovered' 
at the murder scene. He *<ud 
FBI fingerprint experts sub- 
*#-Oiieirlv identified a ;*r int ot» 
*•* •-.■> a* Hc'kwitV.'s. 
f!v J i\\ • nmpUin' against 
Br,v**,0 u •* tiled Mturday 
iUe;wr.n, H«x»ver said. 



li 



He wd f^ information de- 
veh'i'Ct! :■■• the FBI invalida- 
tion *t.t»id bo tum^i over to 
Jackson authnriCJw and tho 
full facilities n» w FBI lab- 
oratory and identification di- 
vision" including testimony o? 
lab and fingerprint experts*, 
end FBI agents, would be' 
'made avatfabb to them. 

A Greenwood acquaintance 
said Fsckwith, an cx-Marir.a, 
had served as a sniper. He 
also said Bcckwith was a gun 
collector. 

The FBI sa!d Afcrins rec- 
ords showed Ec-c&vi'Ji was in, 
combat in the Guadalcanal and 
Tarawa battles of */orld 
War II. 

£tck%ith and ili wife, also a 
Marine Corps veteran, are 
separated. They Lave a teeth 
apsd cca-. 

Ho ov/m property L* Green- 
v/oc-w, itwudinp a rLwatown 
cliy LI:'.'; caenaoiV*d zz a prob- 
gjU cits foi a new post office 
buildiaj. 
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Greenwood Man 
is Accused 

. %Y Associated Prew / 

JACKSON, Miss.-State and 
federal officers pressed their 
search today for companions 
of Byron de La Beckwith, who 
was behind bars in the Jackson 
jail charged by the state of 
Mississippi with the murder of 
Mcdgar Evers. f 

Still missing tn the hunt {or 
those accused as killers of wie 
37-year-old Mississippi inte- 
gration leader were "others 
unknown." They are charged 
a ong with Beckwith in a 
separate federal complaint 
made public after the FBI ar- 
rested Beckwith Saturday 
night. 

Beckwith, a 42-year-old to- 
bacco salesman from Green- 
wood, Miss., talked with his at- 
torneys, law partners Hardy 
Lott and Stanny Sanders of 
Greenwood, yesterday and was 
returned to his cell after about 
30 minutes. 

He is being held without; 
bond. He will appear at 2 p.nv 
tomorrow before U. S. Com-' 
missioner John R. Countiss III. 
The arraignment will be held 
to determine if there is reason 
to believe he and others con- 
spired to deprive Evers of his 
civil rights. 

The Justice Department 
plans to let the State of Mis- 
sissippi have priority in deal- 
ing with Beckwith. A spokes- 
man said the federal govern- 
ment will recommend that he. 
be released without bond on! 
federal charges of conspiracy) 
to- injure -a person seftking^in*! 
civil richts. ' 



With this maneuver, the 
waywiH be cleared'fur Beck- 
with to be prosecuted on a 
murder charge by Mississippi 
authorities, the spokesman ex- 
plained. 

Police found a 30.06 Enfield 
rifle of World War I vintage 
near the murder scene. 

Fingerprint Found 

A six-power Golden Hawk 
telescopic sight mounted on 
the weapon yielded one good 
fingerprint and led the FBI to 
Beckwith, 

Agents located the Ameri- 
can importer of the Japanese- 
made sight. He had imported 
15.000 of them. 

They found five of the sights 
went to Mississippi, all to a 
Grenada gun dealer. One was 
traced to Beckwith, a gun col- 
lector, whom the FBI ques- 
tioned Friday night without 
gjkting any answers. 

'Saturday night at a meeting 
arranged by Greenwood attor- 
ney Yerger Moorhead, a rela- 
tive of Beckwith, FBI agents 
arrested Beckwith under pro- 
visions of the 1957 Civil Rights 
Act. 

"Beckwith and others un- 
known conspired, to injure, op- 
press and intimidate .Mcdgar 
Evers in the free exercise and 
enjoyment of rights and privi- 
leges secured to him by the 
constitution," the FBI said. 

Evers was state field secre- 
tary for the NAACP. 

Capt. Ralph Hargrove, chief 
of the Jackson Police Identifi- 
cation Bureau, fingerprinted 
Beckwith yesterday and found 
again his prints matched the 
one on the scope attached to a 
.30 caliber rifle that fired the 

It was Hargrove=who" r Tirstl 
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^^^Wisiblc to Gic eye but could, not reveal J 
^ l^ght out by chemicals 

'Voting perspiration left in 

place. 

Jackson detectives discov- 
ered the £un in mid-morning 

of June 12, about 10 hours 

aftenEvers was shot "down In 

his driveway, in a honeysuckle 

thicket near where officers be- 
• licve the shot was fired. The 
; scope was attached. 

The Penalty "Mention negroes," said 

Beckwith, a member of the Vinc t cnt Cascio » his fo ™er 
segregationist S&^ 9 \^^' "«« *■ would fly 
feces death in the state's ^ m £i r ?f . t , 

chamber if convicted on The| r ? e ^ wi . th J s * £ un buffi 
murder charge Friends in his home town of 

as are the i$SlS|gJfti TsTZS^T 
• ers and most prominent per- e«« «> a- a ? mbe £ of the 
sons in Greenwood, located in fe^ An L er, . can R evolu- 
a county with a 2-1 negro ma-l ° n \ nd - It an 1 . E P ls «'Palian. 
iority and 30 miles from I f"^ 111 ]' who workcd ■* *, 
Indianola. «*»,» "," r-J™l tobacco salesman for 10 yean.' 



A Colm i^eJMi-. . «. 

GRttiNWOOD, iMiss.-With' 
one exception Byron de La 
Beckwith, a ^car-old Ma-! 
rinc combat -veteran, is as 
likely to be as calm and con- 
trolled as anyone. 

That one exception is the 
racial question. 

"Mention 



Indianola, where the Citizens 
. Council was born in 1945. Lott 

is city attorney and attorney 
• fov. the voter registrar of Le 

flora County. 
Beckwith, a Woot-7. 160 



took a job four months ago as 
sales agent with a fertilizer 
firm. 

"He was a lop salesman," 
,. Casc »o said. "His territory was* 
J south of Greenwood and lie 



PQjnd man, was driven to the SOUlho * Greenwood and lie 

Jackson police station Satur- Was . cd bv aI1 the tobacco 

day night by five FBI men. m ? r ?;"' ants - He had a gift .)f 

He appeared calm yesterday \ 5 .' 

* ffrt "'-' % - - ' , r *v 7 r ^ orn in Colusa, Cal., 



after, state officials lod-ed the 
murder charge against h:m. 

Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy 
said there was more evidence 
to link Beckwith, who was 
wounded by Japanese fire as 
he -hit the beach on Tarawa, 



v 



•-United Press International Telcphoto 

MURDER CHARGE— Byron 
de La Beckwith, 42, of 
Greenwood, Miss., is ec- 
cusod of the sniper slaying 
of Mcdgar Evers, N'AACP 
leader. 



his ;atf.er's home state. His 
father cied when he was a 
youngster, and his mother 
Susie Ycrgcr Beckwith, a na- 
tive oj Greenwood, returned to 
her hometown to raise him. 
J hen he was 11, his mother 
died, and he moved to the 
rambling Greenwood home of 
his uncle, the late William G. 
Yerger. 

He attended Mississippi State 
University for part of a year. 
? i Beckwith hzs one son a 
{ | teen-ager. Kis % marital life has 
J (been stormy. He married the 
! former Mary Louise Williams, 
' ^fitter of Mrs. Jesse r! 
Williams and the late Mr. Wil- 
liams of Knoxville, Tenn. She 
too is from a pioneer South- 
ern family. She is a descendant 
of Roger Williams, the founder 
of Rhode Island. She attended 
Hunter College in New York 
City and is a former Wave. 

They have been divorced 
reconciled and remarried. Now' 
[they are separated. 
l ^v: s of Beckwith's arrest 
brought surprise and dismay. 
Mayor C. E. Sampson said: 
we have had our troubles 
here. I don't know what this 
will do. I don't think it .shr^M 
penalize ^— '-^: b -c : -• 
the Text ;:■-• * ** - .; ... •• 





<Movnt Clipping In Spoc* Below) 



eckwlfh Gets-2'Month D 






f (UPI)— ^circuit «eurt jujfge Under-tfiose circumstances,' 
Monday granted a two-month Beckwith would be under the 
delay before ruling on whether cloud of the murder indict- 
Byron De La Beckwith must ment until some future action 

. • • ,. . . „ , , were lateen. 
go on trial a third time in i 

jthe ambush slaying of Negro Beckwith, who was not pres-; 

leader Medgar Evers. ent in the courtroom Monday, 

Judge Leon Hendrick ap- returned to Greenwood soon 

n m .J. M A IM »rwn t v» a***, after the all-white second 
proved a request by Dist. Atty m M for ittaL u 

William Waller to postpone was his first day of freedom 

further action until the July since his arrest last June 23. 

term of Hinds County Circuit The jury deadlocked 6-6 in 

C 0ur t the first trial. 

Beckwith testified in his own 

Beckwith remained free Bn defen f e during both trials, vjg 

10,000 bond set after h f. orously proclaiming he was i* 



w econd trial ended in a huig 
jury April 17. His first trial 
earlier this year also was de- 
clared a mistrial with the jury 
unable to agree on a verdict. 

Under state law, the 43- 
year-old Greenwood salesman 
could be tried indefinitely for 
the killing of Evers, who was 
Istate field secretary of the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. 
Evers was killed in the drive- 
way of his Jackson home June 
12. 1963. 

The state could request a 
third trial, or recommend that 
the case simply be placed in 
an inactive file to be brought 
out if and when new evidence 
is found or if and when the 
prccccutipn decided t&press^it 
again. .■*"".._ I 



nocent. The defense produced 
several witnesses who swore 
they saw Beckwith at Green- 
wood on the night Evers was 
killed. 

Expert testimony was pre- 
sented by the state in an ef- 
fort to prove Beckwith's fin- 
gerprint was lifted from the al- 
leged murder weapon, a high- 
powered rifle found in a honey- 
suckle thicket near the Evers 
'homer* ,,—-—* 
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iuniDesdlocfer&eckwifh Freed! O_nS10,0C0 Bond 



—Byron De La Beckwjth Fri- 
day-was* released from "jail 
for the first time in 10 months 
on a $10,000 bond following his 
second mistrial for the murder 
of Negro leader Medgar EversJ 
Within two hours of the mis-| 
trial, the 43-year-old salesman 
was led through a basement 
corridor of the Hinds County 
Courthouse, placed prone in 
.the back seat of a car and 
! \vhisked away by Sheriff Fred 
Pickett and a deputy. At 3:15 
.p.m., the two officers and 
Beckwith arrived at the Le- 
flore County sheriffs office in 
Greenwood. 

Standing behind the court- 
house after completing bond 
arrangements, the jubilant for- 
mer Marine said, "I'm anxious 
to go back to work just as 
soon as possible and start! 
calling on the trade again." He 
siid he would return to his job 
a^ a fertilizer salesman. 

Ifudge Leon F. Hendrick de- 
clared the second murder trial 
a mistrial at 11:40 Friday 
morning after the jury dead-j 
locked S-to-4 for acquittal: 
during 10 hours of delibera- 
tions. 

The jurors quickly left the ! 
courthouse where they had 
been housed during the 11-day 
trial. The first trial ended 
Feb. 7 with a 6-6 tie vote. 

One of the jurors said the 
32-man, all-white panel bal- 
loted "over and over" but 
failed to break the deadlock 1 
which developed during Thurs- 

f day night's session. 

. B^.u^ik, showed no^emo- 
tion when the mismaTWas de- 
clared. 



m FtftcGs-^ainutes later, the 
» judge set Beckwitlfs uuiid»at< 
$10,000 returnable to the May 
term of court, and set ma 
chinery in motion to have 
Beckwith released promptly. 
Dist. Atty. William Waller did 
not oppose bond as he did 
after the arrest. No bond 
hearing was requested after 
. the first mistrial. i 

The district attorney said a 
third trial, unusual in Missis- 
sippi, was "not definite at this 
time" and added that "future! 
events" including defense mo- 
tions and docket setting would 
have to be taken into con- 
sideration. 

He noted the May term o. 
court, to which the case wai' 
automatically continued was 
for civil matters. 

"I have no reason to think it 
won't," commented chief de- 
fense counsel Hardy Lott when 
asked if the case would bet 
tried again. "But I never,' 
heard of its being done (a third 
time)." 



'I don't think we could, pre] 
sent what evidence we hav<j 
any better than we did this 
time," Mr. Waller said. "The 
defense's case was much bet- 
ter this time since they had' 
more witnesses, more time to! 
prepare to meet our case." ' 
Should the case be re- 
manded to the files without a 
third trial, a legal authority 
said Beckwith will be allowed 
to remain free at a reduced 
bond but with the possibility 
of a future trial hanging over; 
nis head. The source sairf only 
voiding the indictifient by' the 
^judgc -*» would remove that 
threat. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 



SUBJECT: MEDGAR EDGARS 
FILE NUMBER: FILE #100-428915 



•TANOARO FORM MO. «4 



im^^ ce Memorandum . united states government 

^° ■ i F. J. Baumgardner^f^ ^W " DATE . - T 

^^ June 30, 1958 

^*°>M. J- J. O'Connorjfa^ ^5: 





V 



^ 



2t£Jh e S aS t 5 e result «* a file ?eJiew 2? Seat S°r Ude any in ^rmation 
attached was transmitted by Kew York letter %l\ J* Government. Th e 
captioned "Communist Infiltration of Ml %l+** U 1 June ^» 10 58, 
Advancement of Colored p5o£! (SSacp) ^nS™!*i Ass ? c ^ion for the 
original of which is filed in BufiUo Uzmt^^^^ " C '" the 

S^ M 1 i W M 'tiffin 

A RECOMHEHDATTnut - 

be routed ?o thele'corls^ancS: ^ 8tant "*»°™<'«™ and it. attachment 
CZJ »o be filed in case file of captioned individual. 

/ »<7 To ha ve a new 100 main inactive *,-i 

captioned lndivld«S 1 «^7J 1 J^• t {|g;2J. 0,l 

s «cr 





EX- J 17 DJuuEJnss. 



Enclosure 
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100.7629 C 



JUN 4 195| 
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_«tion 
ror the Adnmoenent 
of Colored People 



SggSw&jj obtlned by SA 




-asr WLSs&a«aa- - ~ «£ 






«ai* 




ftoi?.)^) 




/&tf _ '■ 



(h)U)KM 



■4 J->H .'■'«? -I _ 




ESSLOSURS 



^ HT 100-7629 Sub C 




JUN 4 1958 




MEDGAR F. BVERS, a Begro male, approximately thirty years of age 
as of February 10, 1958, resides 1129 Maple Street, Jaokson, Ittss., 
and is employed as a Field Seoretary by the lationai Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. 



Alt INFORMATION CONTAINER 
WRCIK IS WCULSSIWED 





tonM 
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E><3£EU*tE 



MEDC-AR W. EVERS 
BRANCH FIELD SECRETARY 






of the -r-rf ™%£ heCk ° f J£ e indices a " d /or printed hearings 
oar tne_^CuA, on the name MED3AR W. EVERS, on k/28/58, bv 

SE ^^^^^^■■■■^ reflected no record. 
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Beckwith surprises 
own lawyer 

Evers slay suspect 
seeks appeal right 



ByTheAsncteidPraH 

•nfST " *?•>■ Beckwith, appar- 
ency worried that his stay ofex- 
JnJ** might be dissolved, has 
filed his own appeal with theTen- 
nessee Supreme Court 

fnr^ 1 "^^ filed "» ^Plication 
for permission to appeal on Mon- 
day ■without the knowledge o7 his 

«=£L Chattanooga. «I was just 

SSy for B-^^ra, 

t^n is charged with murder in the 
1963 slaying of civil rights leader 



Medgar Evers, and Mississippi 
has been trying to extradite him 
since late last year. 

The Tennessee Court of Crimi- 
nal Appeals ruled June 3 that 
Beckwith should be returned to 
Mississippi to stand trial. 

Two days later, the Mississippi 
attorney general's office asked 
the appeals court to lift a stay 
that allowed Beckwith to remain 
in Tennessee while he appealed 
extradition. Bean filed a^reply to. 
that request on June 6, noting~his 
intention to appeal the appeals 
court ruling with the Supreme 
Court by the July 3 deadline. 

Beckwith, who has vowed to 
fight his extradition "tooth, nail 
and claw," apparently didn't want 
to wait for Bean to file the appeal, 
Mays said. "They were worried 
that the Court of Appeals was go- 



ing to rule on that motion to dis- 
solve the stay and they would 
grant it and he would be gone to 
Mississippi.* 9 

Evers, a field secretary for the 
NAACP, was shot to death on 
June 12, 1963, in front of his Jack- 
son, Miss., home. Beckwith was 
tried twice by all-white juries in 
1963, but neither could reach a 
verdict, and the murder charge 
was dropped in 1969. 

However, fe second indictment 
was returned late last year in 
Jackson after authorities said new 
evidence had surfaced, and Beck- 
with was arrested Dec 17. 

In his 26-page appeal brief, 
Beckwith crossed out Bean's 
name three times and wrote, "By- 
ron De La Beckwith Pro Se. w Pro 
se means a client is his own law- 
yer. 
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HOSKINS REPORT 



solute. Find someone who lends Sto for Si 1, s -- y0 u wis >^ 
»n the presence of a hired hand of the the ruler c" ••» „ - < ■*"" 

a small time imitator who will soon h* —■•--. V'~^ 

Wmself. -S;-f/;a>ec» * '"* " ' "'" 



"Dear Mr. Hoskins: I had a math teacr.-;-- v. ; .0 .«, 
she was forced tc teach math. A rvith reach! 
schcoi v*Sb ''.vc'/.: ■•; teasr h'=**r- -^ - . 

crazy? .-..\.--rr-,e^ *'*''" 

ED: it's ^r-- -0 S&sve tfat *'* ^,; .-■ - ^ . 

tc 3 crea:;^-, ;•: :->.. Pu t!ic sc;\. : *.;: - — -.-*r 
know who Captain John Sm/tr: was. . '.- • r-I- 
Shirte, or a Zionist. He was a yj'v'o""- /"^Tq C . 
didn't know what a Phineas Pries! wasWheT" 



.;^i 



'Dear Mr. Hoskins: The word Thinehas" in Stmr-3 Cc ^ cr 
dance means -mouth of the serpen:. Why?- h. R. ' Oklahoma 
ED: Abraham came from the Chaises, the Ch£":«* ~=*v* 
! r0rr !!?. e arcior,: Siberians, along v.;th th-Tsab. Trans' k;?~ 



:.!es, Phoenicians, 'ndians, Gr^ek* *n-« c 



■anslatic'i 



- ?e ar 



UNFILTERED NEWS 

-=: ; * -C^/EF^ A^cther potential witness wnowi^-i-.jaiied 
•.^■.0 ~ r^a! :r;a: (of Byron cela Beckwith} > Delrar 3er.nis 
--"'-■* i^i!c In " u .cok*. rrub ! :? u ed '"- ^a-s: 00. -'•—--<-•/•*»- 



...^cn"^ia 



>^r 



e r-?d sht Z-ers. ... Car.-;.* was a Sa --. v 



r *e How American, p. 29. April 5. *39 

rp: ~»o nar*de of f 5* witnesses a; the ~:-r: s - t 



1 n-.ar.y ccPtfacicT^rv 
; -r.ieve anything t;-.c 









; (-'■ - r • 



__-■ .. j,*-... .-. ,. a.-;.;i.r.-.s.ja;;^; ;;.ic.i= ::-;• -;• : "■•.. ; 7 ■ : -.- r , r \..- 
3: ..teen years after de la Seckwith's firs: ::;. : he .• _• -. • ; 0*7 :"= 
tired c!d statements by another preacheM.-fsririi - ;-r a ias* 
d:tch THISD trial. The talk should be about doutie-ieopardy- 
Or better - about informers. Is it true that almost every FBI 
informer is an informer to keep from prison himself Are 
former's crimes reviewed by juries? If not - they certa.niy 
should be. ' 



■.--R.IOTMISSILE: (From) the Pentagon comes *wd that the 

.■ -'•nr.rav.c~ :s planning to sell the tecr.-r-r/ocv ?or "J 1 - 
'--:-:i: missile to t~e Soviet Union. Th!« ■* ' " "' " 



Screen: -1 ; re g araen ,; s D£c 
ceDsndlr.g zr. usage 3od cr 
• 3 hir.e Si 2nd - 9 s::-c: ;:•-:;•!■- 



'Dear Mr. Hoskins- , was reaaing , he bsQk of Jt ., ees 

s'cSres 6 fO " 0Win9 Whl '° h mere ' y re " enf0 ' CeS 0:ner ,ike 

"If there is any man in Israel 'who dsr-?- to c'vt -^H=,.~h— 
or te sister :, * e GentUes. he s^ s ^ y c^Z"^ 
•■s holy to ;,,* : c n ... And to this lav, :-?■- /./^ i:-,;.^* 
and no c---:.7.ry sr ,a no iorglve -- • - .;-.-.• -- ■ •",..";".? 
command the children ofisraei ... :.--: -- c .- --* '■ -•-'•' -' , e V.' > . 
oftheirdaugr,:ersto;heGenii;os ■■re :-"- <■--'■ s -- "-'■'■- - 
any of the daughters of the Gentiles; !cr x'scis^ra--^'^ 
isr^for it is unclean and acc^ec^^t^^ 
w,ll be plagues upon plagues, curse uson' curse ana all 
Punishment and plagues and curses*,,/ come. andTiney 

the whole people together be punished. ' Jubilees 30:6-73 
Sirf^ erS b M nfl P 189 " 6 - Pla3UrS ^ almo « destroyed 
Indians of Mexico, bubonic plagu. :r C . m the Onent black 

numans : br^gs God s cj?s*. '!'? •- - ' *-^ 



• - <-.-' A.VHnlCAN, p. 4 % Apr 3, 199v 

Z " " l ?..'" : ' d bear ^^"ace must be mace beii&vabie to iustif.- 
*•:: :.r.n -c'!ar defense expenditures, a c^s^t:- .Vs*ri^ 
■ • '.o-.: in a ne.v improved Scud v.r : cn ..J ■-•.•". V.!'" A 1 
ijPdatea multi-biliion dollar Patriot which wij; ;eqii.%""»n Un- 
dated ... etc. etc. etc. Smile! It's the good We." ' " 



TOE SUCKER: "ALlhorities are preparing warrants for the 
arrest of a convicted toe sucker ...charge! w *h Se SuS 

- --oman-Aho reported that a frianwro- a , rt -.-> ...^ c , _. 
u; ;■_.. Srwood Saturday ... offered her sz: to s -.!ck ^r'toe" 
■■ he woman refused. " 

^ -A3al36t woman ... said she was wowing Wednesday 
when a man ... reached for her foot. V " 

The 3rd incident occurred Monday wnen a man asked a 
woman ,n Cabot ...at the Sonic DrJye-in .. to let ZESti 

cnarges ... that stemmed from similar incidents last year He 
was fined and put on probation.- The Gazette. Feb 17^99" 
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Dear Mr. Hoskins: If banks refuse to !e^k y- business if" f* Greekand **> mqgte - a smattering of Hebrew. ; 

wiflstop. Iftheylend$i for$ii wfthouWc*>sing the debt ^ZTJ****** what th ™~ )ta,Wn 9 ***** whenthey -i 

out c. exrstence in depressions new and then . deb: w?i c/cw ^ a " merr are created equal. ' 

.>o Jarge fcat people wiil pa\ evervthir.n ;n*v *a-r. *o *'~e - -V- 
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Ex-Klansman won't testify 
against Beckwith 

The Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — A former Klansman 
now living in Sevierville says he fears for him- 

_ _*. ■ sefendhis" family if he testifies against a white ~i 
supremacist accused of killing NAACP leader 
Medgar Evers in Jackson 28 years ago. 

In a May 2 letter to Hinds County prosecu- 
tors, Delmar Dennis said he won't testify 
against Byron De La Beckwith. 

He also wrote that he is weary of dealing 
with constant publicity about the case. 

"We all feel that we have suffered enough 
for my stand and nobody gave a damn, so there 
is no point in taking further risks," Dennis, 51, 
* wrote. 

He said he would become a potential target 
of white supremacists known as "Phinehas 
priests," who consider themselves God's exe- 
cutioners, 

"You don't know when they're going to 
strike. They're not going to warn you," Dennis 
said in an interview this week. "Nothing is 
quite so dangerous as a religious fanatic who 
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thinks he's doing the Lord's will." 

Dennis operates a small publishing house in 
Sevierville. 

Hinds County Assistant District Attorney 
Bobby DeLaughter wouldn't comment Thurs- 
day on Dennis' letter. 

Last May, Dennis provided prosecutors 
with a break in reopening the Evers slaying 
investigation. He told how he had heard Beck- 
with brag at an Aug. 8, 1965, Klan rally near 
Jackson about the killing. 

An indictment Dec. 14 charges Beckwith, 
70, with murder. Beckwith, of Signal Mountain, 
Tenn., remains jailed in Chattanooga- He is 
fighting extradition to Mississippi 

Evers' widow, Myrlie, said Dennis' decision 
was upsetting. "I would hojpe witnesses would 
... have the strength to come forward with the 
truth in pursuit of justice in this case," she said. 
Beckwith's wife, Thelma, said Thursday 
night Dennis "is dangerous ». He's guilty of ly- 
ing." 

Beckwith "is going to come out on top. Ev- 



erybody loves him." she said. 

Evers, field director for the state NAACP 
was shot to death June 12, 1963, outside his* 
Jackson home. 

Beckwith was tried twice in 1964 for mur- 
der, but both trials ended when all-white juries 
deadlocked. 

He would face a life sentence if convicted. 

The Phinehas priesthood is glowingly de- 
scribed in a 1990 book Vigilantes of Christen- 
dom by Richard Kelly Hoskins of Lynchburg: ! 
va. 

Hoskins compares members to Japanese 
kamikaze pilots of World War IL 

The book holds up as a hero the Biblical 
character of Phinehas, Moses' great-nephew" 
who killed a couple Hoskins maintains were 
guilty of "race mixing." 

Hoskins, who publishes a monthly newslet- 
ter catering to white supremacists, could not 
be reached for comment Thursday. 
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CairtgeTfalrlrlal 
says man accus 




of killing E vers 

By Stan DeLozier 

Ns^s-Sentinel staff writer 

mufd^f^^atef F w,t h the 1963 
cannot get a fairSS if hi ^ *««*8ar Evere, fears he 
for prosecutionf htar*^ ^H™* to Mississippi 
TuesdayT * * court-appointed attorney said 

CommS?onXid % sl a %TM PI>0inted *"«*»* 
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Beckwith is afraid he would be "railrcaded,* Bean 



---•--*•- - grand iury-antTaWest^in o J Hl " ds '€Sunty l Miss., 

later w^hSd I o7f5otern 0r fe Ve 'T 81 ™ 1 ** 

Gov Ned McWherterfKX KfE" S . igned * 

ton County Jail i^Kj^^"" »»n- 
In his anzument *« tk* *iT n,s arre st 

court, Beaffid e^adi&n wa?mTn™£ r •!?*** 
Beckwith was illegally arat^on Wl- because 
rant when he wutSmSS^^J W ve war " 
County authonUes^^^^yby Hamilton 
tamed that the extra^oT^L' AIso ' he ma «n- 
cause McWherter fai£? to K?? W8S fau,t y b** 
ments before signing a cov e ,?,nr^ r,y review docu - 
neces^ if exS&XSSeS arrant ' WWch * 
-S^^ e at ^~?o have been ar- 

"^ crime was j££* ^S^ ta " » *" 
avoid pr JKutS n T- Inn0 ^yhasthisSSdto inJ!?&2£?&2£ *T WaS a "**»** agree- 

not sufficiently rlvX ?S e "2? ^ McWherter did ate ,n ** extradition. McWh ertej- to cooper- 
governor's *»no™**i».%iiig the "It was a hot ootato «„h *v 
sentfrom MisS^o?^?,? 1 f P«™>* was Ructions to %X£1U2«2X** *>™ ln- 
McWherter on Dea 30 7^;„i and was s "gned by here," Bean said. Md * et *» man out of 
employees wereltwork. y When few <**& iL Principe acknowledged that M „„. 

"It takes 30 to 60 Jays for . „« ^ wan *> t °n Sunday tat££JK??! !rter «*»* 

such a situation," Bean sS * Pr0per review *» £2\f he *"<! * oflfcSt d£ sSS^ not ""B* 

He claims McWherterwas not »t ••• ~ m8Sl that t0 ° * not imnroDeV*^ P the P"**"!- 

the holidays and waVn^l, " ot at his offl ce during B*ri™^ L l ' rapro P er - 

Orleans JUL 'BWSg'J ^^1 to New 8 -toSfS^XT" 1 S fight extrad *°n 
teamwastoplayintnesS^on^/ 00 ^ g^JjX K2 !? & SB^^S^ 
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Work against Klan, 
devastated his life, 
Delmar Dennis says 



BY BETR&SEttL; t^^~^^ -J^_^^ 
of The Journal staff 

SEVIERVILLE — When Delmar Dennis was a 
young man in Mississippi, he joined the Ku Klux 
Klan, became an informant for the FBI and helped 
put away the killers of three civil rights workers. 

That good deed has come close to ruining him, he 
says. 

"It has devastated my life. I was ordained a min- 
ister at the age of 18, and people I thought were my 
friends turned on me and never were my friends 
again," he said. "I have had a very hard time making 
a living, and just about when everybody forgets 
about it, something else comes up. The 25th anniver- 
sary of something, the movie 'Mississippi Burning,* 
and now this." 

"This" is the arrest this week of Byron de la 
Beck with for the 1963 murder of Medgar Evers. A 

long-overlooked statement Dennis made in a book 
published in 1975 finally got noticed this year, and 
Dennis will be a major witness in Beckwith's trial this 
summer. 

These days Dennis, who owns a printing company 
in Sevier County, has gone back into the ministry. He 
wears clerical garb and pastors a new Reform 
Church congregation that meets in a Pigeon Forge 
moteL 

He is dreading going back to Jackson to testify. 

"I'll be doing a lot of praying to get ready for 
that," he said. 

He has been long been active in conservative 
politics, and in 1984 was a candidate, fot jwesident-on 
the ultra-right Americari-S^a^ly^ticket-But being a 
conservative Christian identified with the civil riRht 
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" r " "SS e s4S rived him ofnat ^ * 

ed ml^f ? * ,one - WWtM eject- 
ed me as a trajtor, blacks couldn't 
embrace me because I was so con 
servative. And I've neler Sad a 
thank-you letter from anybody 
Not from the families of the 2 
or anybody. Nothing. I've stood 

reaJed frn'S 5 ^ reward he "as 
SSSiS? "* invoIv «ment was 
a friend: * over "eard his son tell 

De2 e S?d C ! ,MydadiSmyhero '" 
He says has not been able to 

benefit from helping make history 
•Sevier County people h7ve 

"f/f^n^nything Cut^e bu ? 

sh" ;waTfrt n m de " Cy f ° r P"** t0 
ideUSU^ontrov^y 6 Wh °* S 
And my poor wife never 
thought 23 years after she maSed 
me she'd still be dealing withfrS? 
page stones and TV shows " 

The latest TV show after n«mnic 
is "60 Minutes." He haVSeenTn^ 

I don t know about television " 
he saw. "They edit and splice aid 
put things together until they St 

along?* What tbV *"" fa mi " d *» 

He says he keeps thinkina 

"someday this will be over, and ?S 

speaking circuit I have never made 

a dime off my experiences." 

He never knew Medgar Evers. 
%LT "T? ever y°ne in MisIS 
sippi thought Beckwith killed him 

rh.*, Ll^J K,an hero ^cause 
tvers, Dennis said. "He was 
known to brag about doing it, al- 
though I never heard him point- 
blank say he did it" 

Dennis, 50, moved to Sevier 
County i„ 1976. He had gained na- 
fonal attention in 1967 for testify- 



ing against the killers of three 
young civil rights workers whosj 
bodies were found in an earthen 
v «™ " ear Philadelphia, MissTtK 
^h^ Evers was 8"n«d down 
hon£. * w * wa J r orhis- Jackson" 

?nc V ?l i,e Demis was m his early 
20s, he was a Klan Titan fadminfe 
trative officer) who worked Jnder 
cover for 3 years as an FBI infor- 
mant He came to know Beckwith 

h!°h in *£ couree of tharSk 
»« H descnbes Beckwith as a dan- 
See d6diCated Cheerleader ^ 

said^SlT^H^ 68 me '" ^nnis 
said. The kind of raw hatred he ex- 
hibited is a frightening thing to see. 
W d n« reWerefew P e °P , «'nS 
1 , & f., vic, °^- Klan work is his 
whole life, and while I havJneve^ 
been impressed with his intelli- 
gence, he has spent his whole lite 
concentrating o rwhat he is m5 

^^"-"hite supremacy? 

When Dennis first met him 

t^tv st r ping *£■& 

a run for the office of lieutenant 
governor. He often urged youX 
Klansmen to violence, Dennis says, 
th. H * d jy * you ou « h t to get out 

Sufi S "?"• ki,,ing y° uree " f 

Si, ^il he .i 0p down > "arting 

sites?" Pres,dent of «* United 

Twice tried for murder in the 

after two all-white uries failed to 
agree on a verdict Not long after 

he spent several years in a fedeS 
penitentiary for trying to smVgtfe 
dynamite across the Louisiana £ 
line, now a fertilizer salesman liv- 
£f£ S Jf ■" Moun tain. he was rear- 
rested this week in the Evers kill- 
ing, and will be tried late next 
summer in Jackson. 

The case was reopened primari- 
ly because of the work of a Jackson 

"S^^eporter whose re^2? n 
unearthed evidence of misconduct 
m Beckwith's trials. The re£«2 
also came across something DennS 
said in a 1975 book about his exoe? 
nences called "Klandestine." ^ 

Killing that nigger gave me no " 
more inner discomfort than our 



wives endure when they rive birth 
to. our children." Dmb/SJE! 
Beckwth saying, without swSfi- 
cally mentioning 1Ewj^wWW~i- 

Why did it take so long for the 
quote* be noticed and Urease re! 

Dennis cites a number of factore. 

blacks werent allowed to wte^n 
fact it was Evers* work n£!££ 

SLW e t0 vote ^ ledto hif 
death, Dennis said. 

Given the violence of the neonl* 
his testimony will offend? fflf 
We worries about hjJS^ 

Local law enforcement authori- 

fro^t? ° ff v red t0 he, P' «« «8e"ts 
from the KnoxviUe FBI bureau 

havered their respond time'S 

says! U is ft tSS ,ine0fdefenSe ' he 

h.c 3^ re * a smal, bron 2e statue in 
tT °f ce inscrib «l with the words 




Seviervllle resident Delmar Dennis is exDeetad m ho a ««« «««tow*r berkey/it* Jou!IX.ff 
supremacist Byron de la Beckwith exDected t0 be a ma ' or witness in the new trial bhJhK 
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Beckwith 
posts bond, 
vows to fight 




8y Associated Press 



-. CHATTANOOGA - White suprema- 
cist Byron De La Beckwith was released 
on $15,000 bond Tuesday pending a Feb- 
ruary hearing on whether he should be 
returned to Mississippi to stand trial a 
third time for the 1963 slaying of civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers. 

The 70-year-old Beckwith, who now 
lives on nearby Signal Mountain, was in- 
dicted on a murder charge again by a 
Hinds County, Miss., grand jury in the 
Evers case, District Attorney Ed Peters 
said Tuesday in Jackson, Miss. 

Appearing with his wife, Thelma, 
Beckwith told General Sessions Court 
Judge Horace L. Smith that he intended 
to fight any effort to extradite him to 
Mississippi. 

"I'm going to resist it tooth, nail and 
claw," Beckwith said. "Because I think 
ithat all this is" nonsense, poppycock and 
gust something to stir the people up . . . 
nd incite the lower forms of life to force 
nd violence against the country clubs." 
Beckwith was tried twice in 1964 in 
he slaying of Evers, who was field sec- 
letary for the NAACP when he was 
lulled by a sniper's bullet in front of his 
Jackson, Miss., home on June 12, 1963. 
( Each trial ended in a deadlocked jury 

iQfiQ hut tha Me r d ^ murder charge was dismissed in 
lyby. out the case was eventually re- 
opened amid charges of jury and evi- 
dence tampering. , 

Assistant Hamilton County prosecu- 
tor Rodney Strong asked Smith to with- 
hold bond or at least set it higher on 
grounds that Beckwith posed a threat to 
others associated with the case. 

Strong, noting that Beckwith had a 
passport and had once made plans to vis- 
it a friend in Mexico, also expressed fears 
that the defendant might jump bond to 
avoid returning to Mississippi 
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But the judge agreed with Beckwith's 
court-appointed attorney, Russell Bean 
who argued that the Beckwiths, who 
have lived on Signal Mountain for seven 
years, did not appear to be a threat to 
flee. 

"I have no evidence he's going to run 
or he's apt to run," said Smith. 

The judge ordered Beckwith to return 
to court on Feb. 22 for a hearing to con- 
sider whether he should be returned to 
Mississippi on a warrant by Gov. Rav 
Mabus, J 
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A town-stunning 
history 

Few aware of 
neighbor's link 



to 



By Bill Nichols 
USA TODAY 

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, Term. - Thel- 
ma Neff says this of her once-agaln-in- 
the-headlines husband, Byron De La 
Beckwlth: "If men were a fourth as good 
... we wouldn't have any problems In 
America.* 

But to most of his neighbors in this fog- 
shrouded Chattanooga suburb, the man 
accused of killing civil rights activist 
Medgar Evers is little more than a quiet 
eccentric who hung a Confederate flag 
outside bis front door — and who now is 
bringing a bad name to their town. 

Says Joseph Wagner, a Signal Moun- 
tain lawyer who's lived here 73 years: 
"He's just a poor old fellow who's out of 
kilter, out of 
date. You cant 
help but feel 
sorry for some- 
body like that 
Its kind of pa- 
thetic" 

An admitted' 
white suprema^ 
cist, the 70-year- 
old Beckwith — 
his middle 
name is pro- 
nounced dee- 
LAY and 

friends call him 
"Delay" - is hi 




UPI (1963 photo) 

EVERS: Slain activ- 
ists' case will be re- 
tried after 28 years 



isolation in the Hamilton County Jail. 

He is being held without bond, await- 
ing hearings next week on his extradi- 
tion to Jackson, Miss., where he's 
charged with murdering Evers on June 
12, 1963. Beckwith's Chattanooga law- 
yer, Russell Bean, says bis client is a "po- 
litical prisoner." 

Twice he's' been trjed for the crime, 
and in both trials, conducted in 1964, all- 
white juries failed to reach verdicts.: 
Beckwlth, whose fingerprints were 
found on the 30.06-caliber ' rifle that 
killed Evers, says the gun was stolen, 
from fclm and that he's innocent 



Most people here knew nothing oi 
Beckwith's role in the Evers case. Nor 
did they know of his 1977 conviction in 
Louisiana for possessing explosives. - . 
- Saa Mississippi grand jury decision in— 
December to reindict Beckwlth 
shocked many In this community of 
7 200 — a mix of longtime residents and 
"new money" Chattanooga professionals 
who can peer down some 1.000 feet at 
the downtown skyline below. 

Beckwith moved to the area eight 
years ago when he married Netf, a regis- 
tered nurse whose family has lived on 
the mountain for generations. 

"I mean, Beckwith— who is he? says 
Lew Porter, a building Inspector. "I 
think he kept his mouth shut and his 
sheets clean while he was up here." 

G2 "Borne" Patten, publisher of the 
monthly Signal Mountain Newsletter, 
remembers when Neff told friends she'd 
met "this wonderful man from Mississip- 
pi and they were going to get married: 

Patten, while stressing that Beckwith 
was "no trouble at all," also remembers 
Beckwith tried to sell subscriptions to 
right-wing publications at the local bar- 

Beckwlth also pushed him to publis h 
an article saying "the Jews are destroy- 
ing the country." 

But Beckwlth was always well- 
dressed, polite - "not what we would 
call a typical Southern redneck," Patten 
says. "I like him. I still do. He's a nice 
guy." 

Neff. 80, says she's worried sick that 
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her husband, who suffers from a heart 
condition, won't survive. 

"None of it's fair. He's such a wonder- 
ful Christian," she says. Mississippi offi- 
cials, she says, are "giving in to the 
blacks too much." 

Beckwith, through his lawyer, de- 
clined to be interviewed unless he was 
paid $5,000. 

Neff, pointing to a brimming basket of 
mail in her wood-paneled living room, 
says Beckwith is getting support from 
across the nation. 

She says the people of Signal Moun- 
tain stand behind her husband as well. 

In fact, Signal Mountain — a place so 
safe and quiet that, as developer Tim 

Downey puts it, "the police will still get, 
your cat down out of the tree" — was" 
once called "paradise" by Beckwith, be- 
cause of its racial makeup. 

Mayor Bernard Wolfe-says there are 
only two or three black families here, 
and concedes some have been subjected 
to racial slurs. 

Ku Mux Man activity was reported on 
the mountain in the past 

Some "good oi' boys" remain, Wolfe 
says, in the mountain's rural outback. 

But residents deeply resent implica- 
tions that they share Beckwith's outlook 

"He would be a real rarity," says Dowl 
ney. "If he's a white supremacist, he's 
the first I've ever met up here." 




Photos by Jeff Guenther 



AT HOME: Byron De La Beckwfth on his front porch in Signal Mountain, Tenn. He's 
now in jail awaiting hearings on extradition to Mississippi. 



MOUNTAIN NATIVE: Thelma Neff, a registered 
nurse whose family has lived on the mountain for 
generations, is worried that her husband, who 

----- * u — .* ^^^tjj^ "fy't curvn/A toil 

i?; 

i 

t ii 



Signal 4 
Mountain 




Bv Martv Baumann. USA TODAY 



ro*ab<Aw. m-41) 



(Mow* 



inSoiei 



I Beckwith faces third trial 
for 1963 slaying of Evers 



BY LEE HOWARD 

Gannett News Service 

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN - Byron 
De La Beckwith doesn't look like a 
man who again faces.charges in the. 
1963 sniper-style 
shooting death of 
civil rights activ- 
ist Medgar Evers. 
The grandfa- 
therly 70-year- 
old is quick with a 
disarming smile 
and a welcoming 
twinkle in his eye. 
But the image 
falls apart as soon 
as he opens his 
mouth. Beckwith 

"We need to re-establish a con- 
federate state of America as a white 
Christian republic. We don't need 
any dark-skinned, yellow-skinned 
or blue-skinned mongrels running 
it," Beckwith says. 

Beckwith was arrested on a fu- 




gitive warrant from Hinds County, 
Miss., on Monday and was being 
held in the Hamilton County, Tenn., 
jaij Monday, night Facing an ar- 
raignment- Tuesday,* he says he 
would fight extradition to Missis- 
sippi "tooth, nail and claw." 

Evers, the Mississippi NAACP 
field secretary, was shot in the back 
in his driveway in Jackson, Miss., 
on June 12, 1963, with a 1917 model 
30.06 Enfield rifle. Beckwith's fin- 
gerprint was found on the sight of 
the rifle, which was discarded near 
the scene. 

He was tried twice for murder in 
1964. Two all-white juries were un- 
able to reach a verdict and mistrials 
were declared. The murder charge 
against Beckwith was dismissed in 
1969. 

The drive for a third trial began 
in October 1989 when the Jackson 
(Miss.) Clarion -Ledger reported 
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B| Agents ProBe" 



*s*s 



JACKSON. Miss. (A P) _ pgj 
aswits today continued their fa. 
vestigation of Negro charges of 

SSSi *£*• fa *****' 

l I At - N ?» Orleans/FBI headquar- 
[ters said agents were conducting 

! LL2^F!!P ,y . inquil7 *•«»'»■ 

iquest of the Justice Department's 
(tivil rights division. .' 

f ifetional Amnrirtfo. f». .fr ^ 




^C^1^TL»M 



*i* W protested p^etaS 
used in breaking up a demonstra- 
tion Wednesday. It was the first 
major racial incident in the state. 
Policemen used clubs and trained 
cogs to scatter, the Negroes in 
*va n ; ont of ' tte courtroom where 
Sift? *"?*■ ^Sro college students were 
gggj tried and convicted for a sit-in 
*V> at a Jackson public library re- 
r- ; served for whites. 
t;-# Meanwhile in Washington, the 
^■-.Justice Department said it had 
-■"--■■ received "assurances from re- 
sponsible leader? in Jackson that 
joo unnecessary force will be 
[used." £ * 

Thursday night, Dr; Aaron Hen- 
ry, president, of the NAACP 
branches in Mississippi, told about 
-900, -persons attending a mass 
meeting that Tie had wired Presi- : 
dent Kennedy to "halt this savage 
attack on Negro people in Mis- 
sissippi.*! . ; lf \ <;■:., .-;.:. J 



£5 



Henry said Mississippi Negroes 
have been handed a "good do-it- 
yourself kit;* in -the struggle for 
human dignity. 

Another Negro leader, the Rev. 
John P. Mangram called .for no 
violence by -Negroes seeking equal 
rights. 

;'AU the things which our White 
mends do to us cannot prevent 
the forces that have been un- 
leashed in this city and state," 
the minister said. 

"Evcmv though we be struck 
dead, we^wilJ not strike back. We 
must faceVwhat we have exper- 
?5 w 5?- and - »''* measure, accept 
it. We must not become embit- 
tared at our white friends who 1 
nave not the spiritual maturity we: 
thought they had." T r 

*u Cla ^ nc ? MitcheU ' *$« of' 
ge Washington bureau/of the' 
NAACP, promised stronger civil 
rights action by the federal gov-i 
ernment. ' : 

"If Mississippi is to continue to! 
get the eagle on the American- 
dollar from Washington they had> : 

%%$*&. /*• of Jim Crow '" i 

Mitchell said. j 
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Enclosures to U. S. Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi: 

One copy of article on Page 5A of State-Times, a daily newspaper 
at Jackson, Mississippi, on March 30, 1961, regarding the inci- 
dents occurring after the trial in Municipal Court, Jackson, 
Mississippi, that date. 

DETAILS: 

This limited investigation was instituted on the basis 
of a request made of the Federal Bureau of Investigation by Mr. 
JOHN DOAR, Acting Assistant Attorney, General, Civil Rights 
Division, United States Department of Justice. 

MEDGAR EVERS, Jackson, Mississippi, a representative 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), informed the Department on March 29, 1961, that 
fifty persons had been demonstrating in Jackson that day in 
connection with the arrest of nine students for a sit-in at the 
public library in Jackson and that they had been beaten by the 
police. 
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later released without char^f d extensively and 
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officers and needed medical *?+«*?< been stru< * h 7 

rr; ly ^" the e5TeS!^^^^K^* reat » en t. I did™* 
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cannot identlly C ?he"° n ° f ** 7 offlce * involve? anS " 

this page and h ?wo Seced?^ state »*at consisting of 
true to the besTof Sy "knSll^Hf ., and ^ tha? " is 

Vs/ Medgar W. Evers 

Z/29/Gi SpeCU1 A & e nt, FBI, New 
"" Sp6Cial A S ent , FBI, New Orleans, 
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gation. No threats «£ J~ , depal Bur «au of Invest? 
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Dot* dictated 3/30/61 
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Jackson Police Station which is in the same building 
as the Municipal Court. 

"As I was walking I saw three uniformed 
officers of the Jackson Police Department, whom I can 
not identify or describe, looking out a. window at me ___ _ 
-^ :* ^^e^?t?£hj!8Ljfellarki^ "JhetSi Ke-is-V^e ©ught to :k«Lfl^ :=^Ssfc£ 
him". I smiled, did not reply, and joined my friends 
at the parking lot entrance. 

* ^ „ l' We were told h * a Polic© officer, uniformed, 
of the Jackson Police Department, that we could not 
get in to the trial because the court room was filled 
and that we would have to go across the street to 
stand. This street is Pascagoula Street. We crossed 
the street and were told by the same officer, whom I 
would recognize if I saw him again, that we must stand 
behind the sidewalk on the North side of the street, 
which borders a parking lot. 

"We obeyed these instructions and stood there 
for about ten minutes when two of the defendants 
crossed the street at S. West and Pascagoula. At this 
time there were about 100 or more Negroes in this area 
together and a larger number of whites were in other 
areas of the parking lot near to Justice of the Peace 
Bell's office. 

"At this time I would like to state that I 
parked my car in one parking lot as described and across 
the street there is another parking lot in the rear of 
the Mississippi Publishing Company building. Thtf 
latter lot is where we were standing at this time. *"*' r ^ - 

"As the students crossed the street and 
walked toward the Municipal Court Building many of the 
Negroes applauded in a spontaneous recognition. 

"At this point, which was at about 3:45 PM I 
heard an officer yell "disperse them" and at this time 
two police dogs were used to disperse the Negroes while 
at the same time "billy" clubs were being used. The 
dogs were on long leashes held by officers who were 
wearing white shirts. 
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J°* soe him again duringtB^i^^iii^US? z did 
were crossing s. West q+^f+ J ' *■■■■■■■■• and I 

when we becafe sepSatfd III f°J?f to ! ,urd *" Street 
about 35 minutes later at mt Iw* not see her until 
I was going towards Pea?l SL?f J 1 ? 6 ° n Lynch «. As 
the Iggtrear j>art of S heaS *Ll W&S f truck °»ce on - 
— was :-ng933V3%* K^rsr*;-?? J Bs * d Wfcfcb; an object I a^ei«£sr-^~ 

the object that strlc? m*e wff fre^^ X belie ^ 
diately after being struck t -J Pevolver because imme- 

did not say anything to » ii!i S r ln hls ha nd. He 
*e down and oust hale bee£* a !? is blow did n °t knock 
say anything to hS bu^ep? S^2X bl ° W \ X dld *>* 
officers were hurrine +»,« SlJ! going as uniformed 
parking lot. nm £± ne the Negroes along away from the 

Street and"LTt£rlJ^ CO ™ r ° f Pearl and S. West 

a Tougaloo student but in »„ ! men bein g struck as 
tine, i do not 6 know ?J e o?Ucers^ aU **" naae at «tt. 

»en they turned'an^hlfdef 2J* ?»* ****** the young 
Court Building, going east 2 !° ward the Municipal * 
one of them who was fheS A* ff they approached me? 
going, boy" and r?e a iXd ?£J h ? ° thers Sft id "Get ' 
Passed him he struck »«».! bat L was S° in g. Asl 
waist with his *S?iy? e c a 5S OSS T * he back * ust a ^e the 
struck me with his "Ml£" c i„E ! °I? er off icer also — ^ 
Part of the back. y Club in the same general 

a (VjjjjjjBjififaiLxas going west on Pearl «-f-« A »4. * 

of the left sleeve. £ lold J"? torn on the forearm 
a dog. e ' He told me he had been bitten by 
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"Shortly 
ne to i 



after arrli 





at my office I wa s 

__ __ ^poffice onf 

Livi ng there! was shown' ,_ 
_______J^ffho was- being treated by 

4.1. j «... . Jor la °erations of the head_and bruises n* 

the right shoulder and right m.mMMimEbSiVL. 

head bv a U «M?« he =* ^failed he was struck on ?he 
neaa &y a white man not in uniform h« &*** \>* u** w 

hTwas rtfusV'T 1 " aS J«^ ^rsed/^ tl^L**** 
b^?*?™ £ Sed ? nt f ance to the Municipal Court 
building where he intended to attend the trial. 

;SiS Z Lt°2; ?° ° UtS i biuises ^weningl were 
visible but the places where I was struck gi5e ae pain 

+m« „ ao .« l' I ^ h I ve read this statement consisting of 

is trSe g L Sn^r J rece £ dlng P a Ses and state that it 
is true to the best of my knowledge. 



"Witness: 
Vs/ — 

Vs/ 




Vs/ Medgar W. Evers 

Special Agent, FBI, New 

rs-fpecial Agent, FBI, New 
'/29/61 . 

* * * 



«+»+«,» 4.u«I n u addit ^ on to the above information, Mr eveps 

that he oofe S!aTiXl h ^ .f^f V* ha « «W witnesses 
unless possibly ^ j|§iMa&^ jUm^^is person 

him. He said tha^^^^^HK^WHHlW^^^^^^ had see a 
he, EVERS, was leavinWhesce^ an! s *2fj£® momentarily while 
pictures of the actiSL and ■B^ as taking moving 
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NO 44-1250/ 



» 



' Agents obseryed^Q^isibie J&^^JJJ- st ™*r- 






*4&S 




*• >>>> furnished the ,oUowln e aescripti 

Name: 

Sex: 

Race : 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Marital status: 
Address : 

Employment: 



Name: 
Address : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 



onsj 
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NO 44-1250/fl 
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*- persoS? 2K££ 1 2TS^&„" ,DMB W " "»" ~ «*— 





Name: 
Address : 

Race: 

Sex: . J : 

Age: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Scars and marks 



MEDGAR WILEY EVERS 

Negro-™ . . 

— Mal^rjJ; - — - 

34 

July 2, 1925 

5?JJ* UP » Mississippi 

185 pounds 

Black 

Brown 

££■££ £*? ShlD; ~* « 
Deceased 

Five brothers a nd sisters all 
residing in Chicago ' *"■ 
Married, wife: MYRLIE EVERS 
nee BEASLEY *vxsi», 

Son: DARRELL KENYATTA EVERS -7. 
SO Sont J n^ S ™ DYkS W ' «' 

Daughter.- REENA DENISE EVERS, 
6 years. »««», 

No prior arrests, claims has 
case on appeal from conviction 
of contempt of com* in Forrest 
County, Mississippi, in 1960 
2* years service ? u s J™2 # 
from October Is, 1943 ^S 7 
April 16, 1946,'ASNliJ?. 

Gr 2ol?i^ f f 01a Alcorn A * M 
College, Lorman, Mississippi 

? f the of f Serf jg" na ^f ^J&f "« -e could not identify any 
involved in the affair it wis ^J? er ?.. were so ma *y officers 



Parents : 

Brothers and sisters; 

Marital status: 

Children: 



Arrests: 

Military service: 
Education: 
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c&d 



Race: 
Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 



White 
Hale 
25-30 
6 feet 
?°9- Bounds; 



R> " Ce WflCer #2 <""h one of police dogs): 



Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Age: 

Clothes : 



Police Officer #3 (with one of ^^ ^ 



White 

Male 

5»8" 

Stocky build 

40-45 

JS? ^ Ue Shirt and Police 
uniform, no coat 



Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Dress : 



White 

Male 

Not known 



-an *„ Ct '" ian °*°«- who Mt sveks wlth plstol; 



Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Dress : 



White 

Male " 

Unknown - 

Dark suit with dark hat 



M . — ~ *»«** wxtn darl 

1COr SWtngtnS «** at — as c™ d dlsperse<|! 



Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Rank: 



White 

Male 

50 or over 

Short 

Heavy, 'fcot belly 

Had gold Lieutenant bar 
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CfcDl-iX\ 



irv* s^«- . 



NO 44-1250^ 



# 



*.,- ^^ £ p# EVEBS said that he * ould Possibly be able to iden- 
J L. th /L above descri ^«d officers if he saw them in uniform, but 
doubted that he could identify the man who hit him with the 
pistol. Be said that he felt it would be very difficult to 
identify any of the officers involved with any particular act 
°f Y 1 ? 1 ®? ® as there was so much fas t actionj however, he said 
that ^ -££* J&ftfc. -the above described off i.Cera^K©re the onlyfv -i: 
ones that he would be able to identify. 



n&gmk 
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vr-— w . 



Spadfent 
Conv 



IS." stagu« a sit-in at the 




^^»5^ 1 ' de ' groups ° r Negroei be. 
^# aa congregating; Then, without 

ISS "M'Sto^e^tt KhowftJ h ^KS ? 
53&J**» minister, the RnTh£\ £utovL'%* a ? a Ne S"> "P 
^#itney. was bitten b?raeof1^ Ssed^^fl as P 01 ^ ** 
Itlfe^* dogs 'SS ^ ffiX"*^ %£$& 

W^^mimm^^ are db 

iSrffe Photographer- on N £* Dg a >*<**> over fefii 

parish St. attempted to enter the * lto a P«t»l ««ea" 

Iraadiag and was ordered to leave? 

VX "JS?^ 1 someBhing to an oifr 
1'Sl wft0 ^ean chasing him. -A 
|*nite man joined the chase, pulled 

f revolver, and began beating Arm-' 

E22L 011 ■ the head and shoulder. 
Armstrong was taken to a doctor I 
Needing. utf0 : ; . i? ^ 7 -,. > .~[7: , 

L^ er 2L h ° urs lat « r Police ar^f 

w jootlegger from nearby & 
anion County, and charged him* 
im ine assault - ■■^ ■( :;.r<yH' y. ».. jj 

E&* 1 * ««t bond for ^i» -itf 
feS P-^wd will appear in court f 

nli?!** ■""fr? he >i«tsf 
" jgowarg es of assault and I 

' ; &F!3J* r & a & a concealed? 




STAT5-TIMBS *T 

NEW ORI£AN$ OFFICE 
Page 5A 




fat the trial '3?*. to a PPe" 

wisdS; : : testi^73he 

ptaK. expressed the opinio n/that 

J^ e f reSenoe <* «» students 
Htte library constituted a b?l 
JjOf the peace. ; ^-V .;.;..•, 

It *■£ Was ^ >y one of thd 
*wo Negro defense lawyers' W 

-ifl^wasa.bre^SlnfpelS 
7 "^-^ ^ed Ray. "that the 1 




em "" '■ - " r - " . »*Wf raa t me — - — ■■mi , JTI!111L."1W 

College « nrife ^ra-f ^ J3 fie £ %£%** e * lunges at an unideff Bu2^£T,, ; tofe Municipal 
«» city limfo: ^fev .4™ ^ 1**™ " g™ ? "? nps his coat sleeve aftlr r ^ v^ Wp^ afternbou*^ 
Tne word. "Negro" :«,»= ^Jllllllilll^ 



|«egroes are students at Wal^ Police Dpnarf^Tf, 8 *° the Vicksbdre hi 

Ison city lnnits. v ^& 1 >,. -"t^'-,^; „ **? ^3 0s hts coat sleeve aftlr . . 

jj The word ^TJesro" r »^' JiftBlliillP^^ 
|;inentio^B a, the trial i% fl v 



£om the area around tbH^m sf j , ? |l 0,Vff 1 ,Hn ? chased 
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FEOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
— " 1961 



*- AK 



*- Jat-3 



6-03 




LjgySST 




URGENT yS 4- 3 . 61 

~~ TO^ECTOR TBI" -_-->-- 

TR06 SAC NEW ORLEANS /44-1250/ 

UNSUBS, OFFICERS, JACKSON, MISS. P D \ _ ____^ 
REMYTEL APRIL ONE. WILLIS RANDALL Wunf IH.IMTWIw'toLt WA» '^ 
» ««. IN WT OT ^^ 

» N DISPERSAL OF CROWD WAS STRUCK ONE BLOW ON WRIST BV UNIDENTi2| 
*««. POLICE OFFICER WITH BILLV CLUB WHICH BLOW KNOCKED „I M TO .«2 

I"' WH ° " EI ~ ™» «. visited a mrommsn^, 

WHO SUGGESTED XRA^OFWRJS M HICHWR£NN; 











3? / ...*■■' 
66 APR 7 19SJ 



PAGE TWO 




HE WILL BE INTERVIEWED WHEN HE CONTACTS RA. REPORT REFLECTING ALL 
INTERVIEWS SINCE SUBMISSION OF INITIAL REPORT WILL 3^ SUBMITTED ,^-- 
BND AND ACK PLS V;^ ." 

7-11 PM OK FBI WA d QflCOM %- 



<-m-- 









Report Pona 



# 



Reporting Office 

_NEy ORLEAWS 
? 0F CASE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




™*NOWN SUBJECTS , Officers of 

CTIHS 




SA 

CHMACIEB OP CASE 



CR- 




Report of SA 
New Orleans. 



(fcOLTXM 
c - 



4/6/61, at 









BSs&s*! 



3» 




^^APR181%; $ %- 



*wp~tr of rai . m. 



««w«r n nor its content! ar» io^ — 



less o— 8447SO 



**>-aMa*flv.«-M8) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 








- V V^' : ^^^'^ 







«• ~ntent. „ not «?U*^*&£ »»-** *. « «d 1. fa.* te 



your agency; It and 



# 




NO 44-1250 



V-.^.;V 










Description oi victU^St 



out, 



DETAILS: 




AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 






-:"- -**Xr- 






../:".>■;•,.••.• 



•■*-•■ -. :»..., 



FD-302 m.Y. 1-25.60, 



• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVOCATION 



Dot* April 10. i96i 







^ ,; '.,'/^*. 




Jississlp^tJ^^^ SJLJSrjJ-T. KAACP, Jackson 
^§§£Jtoadvise that |^m&iS|||^^ Jack >om Resident 
^^^^^^"Hfcdesired to*3^KK^5^^^P^ *lso kaowa as.*-..-— 



At • this tiae 8A^^mm± n f n ^^ : ^^ : ^^ i:: m.:^-, . • >.,.,.-,>. 
^ for whoa an aSSHRiS v^f e ? **• •»▼»» that^^M 
Eerview to%ake 2? .J? n J had beett «»<Jo by lip evS? '^ 

jn effort to have M^TadvllWPK^?' a?IR S, office 1™ 



V^ 






V^*t^- 














■.v ■-•»*- *■*■ 






-':; : **c 



'"?*.' 




On ji/S/Sl Gt -Acksoa. JH« g « g o 1jt|t ^ 




- F'l» # NO 44_1flffft 



Date dictated 4/fl/fi } 



~^. w^rswsy^^^rt ■•«• — - »• ™ -. — ,. 
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«. ^ 

*»port Form 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 



i.i. 



Offio» of Origin 

NEW ORLEANS 



^•porting Offioo 

_NEW ORLE ANS 

TITLE OF CASE vt---" ' ,-- . , 

- •■" CHANGED? ; ;% %%?:^. .V ?^^ ; ^tj%r ^ >: - 

Mississippi Polled nepartiuent^ ':'■'>• 

' VICTIMS 



Dot* 

V6/61 



Inr»«tlgatfT» P«riod 

3/31 - 4/3/61 






'MWIWO 



:v : ^-.^:-.^= ass*; 



j^;*^'>l^>y-; 



MEDGAR 






^ >-:•.*- .-'. > 



isi 



^victim- 
[vers, - victim 

VICTIM;^ 

:ctim v 

t- VTf!TTlV!. 






'jV^-v 



^VICTIM "- 
_7V VICTIM 
'- VICTIM 






, ;r^ ^;:>7>; i- J;£f £ ."^ ^ 



■\*«i'.T /iS**-^-* 



2£__tm: 



this rej 



reposed tt^n "S T ^^^3?^ jaSBE 

.s also set forth : 
REFERENCES : V' v — /-^, v^Z*-. ■■ ■•".>i^"^ 

^•*;^ /■ ; Report of SAi 



Dased 



on i nvestifeal 
whj 



Apprerxl ^ j^J \J\J J^ J : . ■ ... ~ SpMiolAynrt 

^rl .* 3 USA; ,Jackson ^ ^ -- i^v".^^v-^ 



^g;ed ■■ 3/31/61- ^t'N^:Srlear^^ 




lec: AAG Civil 
Form 6.94 £_ 








"5B1 



CEMEBVr IHAE2ilCVllAE-» ;-;■»#■. 

VECEIAED COVERPaSIQ 
Division . ^-: 

io* you 




*>c^~ 



^ U. •. OOVKRNMKNT PRINTINO OPTICS. 1MB o— S447BO 



t — ED-&* (Rey. U-2W8) 



i. ■• ) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




> -• V i« % fr-i' •"•>'•'* '•' , 



full name 

On 3/31/61 Mr* MEDGAR EVERS,' Field Secreta^^HAAGP|^|^^ 

Jackson, Miss ; advised ; he, had .beeh; ^ntad£&f tt 

per sons ; who had Information concerning^ 

mU4 * u 4 - 1 — -*~-« ---»■■ •--- furnish I III Willi 1 111 ^MBBMMfc . 




This document contain neither recommendations nor conclusions of on? fencf. It is f Ae property of the FBI, and is o loon to your agency, 

tt and for Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. i*^7«»-i e+o 



# 



V. 



.) 



NO 44-1250 



&^i 




^y iriiir uruiivwjias nor,- had this done.™* — ** ,n 




la 



, FD-30* (R.r. |.2S^o) 



";;"•;*" ; 



,.'*:;*-?\-' 




% 



I 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVeI 




TION 

) 



Dot* 



V5/61 



■ b >*a?,v-'> 



Mass* l^^ 1 "^^^^*^^* 

. ; • .. -••■■,;.'.i?. :.r,.:, '+*■.> -.•+:.' \ -; y-y. . r i .v^rn. • .\>. 






:.v^V ; ' 



•*---v 



■»; &^ 



^■."K 



.">.' ~*7: 



^ 



w^s :: :.- 






^;#- 









;'•-:• - -' ••'•;•.•..■;■....:*' • •■•■"'■"■V"---"' J* "" i ^,VS: rv : S>^\:^:>.:-^ 






-Date dictated 



™rA:m^~™^ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-6 



0) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA^ON 




Date 



4/5/61 



Mr. MEDGAB EVERS, Field Secretary, National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored^onle^Jackson, 
■-('RVttiLN M1 f slss iPPi. telephonically advised thatjf MtZh^L* «Jj 
U>XD1 > ^formation he desired to f Ornish the FB^^SSSScSS with 
this matter and stated thatfl §frwould be at the Jackson 
Resident Agency on April 3, 1961, at 4:00 PM. 



>.ii£ *'.?■' 



On 



4/1/61 at Jackson, Mississippi FiU j HO 44-1250 



QtXfif) SA 
by 




Dote dictated 4/1/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the oroDertv of th. FBI „„!i •' i "'11 ' 
your aaency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. P r °P«<? OI «>• FBI and Is loaned to 

30 
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FD-302 (Rev. I-25-6 



0) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/t, ON 



Date 4/5/61 



■WmI.^??' I 11 ^ 1 ! RA ? DAL i WRENN i 1523 Valley Street, Jackson, 
JifSi S f ipp f V was in t©rviewed at the Jackson Resident Agency- " 
WRENN furnished the following signed statement:^ "^^?*?:^ 

'.:':$ ■ ■'''■>■ .'" ' ", '>. .. • "Jackson, Miss* ^ % r"^>>^ *" 



(lOi^CN 



ii^i. 




furnish 



iv i,, MI ' * ILLIS RANDALL IREN^a* 
^^^gl^wing^olunt^|^t|teifentr to < 
^^HKH?f?^?'(WP"BfcFho have identi^ 
lied themselves to me as Special Agents of the -' 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. On 3/29/61 I was 
in front of the Municipal Court Building, Jackson. > 
Miss, in a large crowd which had gathered there. 
This was at about 4:00 PM. I had come there in 
hopes of attending the trial of some students from 
Tougaloo College who were being tried for going 
into a public library in Jackson. I was standing ' 
across the street from the court building when a 
number of Jackson police officers came running 
across the street yelling at us to get out. I 
started to head North across a parking lot and felt 
a blow across my left wrist and back. ^The blow 
Knocked me down on my back and I looked up and saw 
a uniformed police officer standing over me. He 
had a billy club in his hand. I do not know if he 
was the officer who struck me', but he was the only 
one with a club nearby. I was only struck once; * & 
I do not know this officers name and I cannot - ^ 
describe him other than that he was a white man ^ > 
and tall. I got back on my feet and walked off «" 
My wrist was hurting me wh ere I had been struck'sb 
I went the same day to see fl fcwho has an 

office on Farish St., JacksSn^pHSBRed mHr? 
and wrapped it up. He told me I should have wT^- 
X-Ray made but I haven* t had the X-Ray ,yet0^H 

^L '&" ^J*™ Read ™* ^ aoovve Statement aid it ' 

is True and Correct .^t % ~m^-^-J^??°. 

^/^ * • -^ ;2 /•:;-; ; r^.^^«l :.$m?K- ■■< 

? : -v'-~^ wrennM^ v 
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NO 44-12504 



# 



ibMK}' 



"Witne 
Vs/ 

Vs/ 







Special Agent, FBI, New ^ 
Special Agent, FBI, Hew 



..^v--. 



observatio^1n?S?few? SCrlpUOn °* WBENN ™ obtained 



through 



(totac) 



Bace: 
Sex: 

Age: 

Date tf birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Complexion: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 

Former wife: 

Son: 



Military service: 
Education: 
Previous arrests: 



Negro 
\Male 
s 81 

March 12, 1880 

Yazoo County, Mississippi 

145 pounds 

Gray 

Brown 

Medium brown 

Sells weekly papers 

Divorced 




ssippj 
None -\ .. - ■ ■;. 

Tenth grade 

Early I920»s in Magee, Arkansas, 
for murder, claims acquitted. 
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information Jie desired to f umish **WIW^lP* lAo &*<* ^" 

would contact fk* t-i..!: i™* 8 * * n e FBI in ihis matter/'^ -? 



would"contocr t he S SSsoS -EST VS" *K1^ iU s »£ 
for intervieV^i^TSS^SI ^ ^^ ^jrii 3, 

«V+^:« -_ ••**** not -contact ^t^^M^^^VJ^^^ 



either^p^Son^or V*&?22 *^|gii 
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**d not do5e^B^^PR*° COn l!^ the m ^d that J3LJ ^ 
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4/18/61 



£'• 




Attached are two copies of a self-explanatory 
memorandum from the Civil Rights Division dated 4/17/61. 



s v,:. *\ .:■■* -V.u .^rv- 




/t ^- v . Tott should conduct the investigation "requested' makin 
certain you advise all persons contacted that this -invest 
gation is being made at the specific request of Hr. Burk€ 
Marshall , Assistant Attorney General, Civil Bights DivisloniP 
0. S. Department of justice,' A — «—4- -^^ _^_.^^ ^_^*--> ^v 
appropriate officials at 

_ ^ -'•,-' ■ '•'-p- Complete and surep within ten 'days 'of reiceipix*^-*#5' 
g of this airtel and Include statement therein that this 
*-* 5f a limited investigation. 




Belmont . 



Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Mai one 

Rosen . — - 

Tavel 

Trotter 

W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 






_._>. — «""-^ ^. vm«* ".»'«=«,., i .vr"iiw urose-up xne mob" whic 

accumulate^ a£d &i8&» } \&vers , NAACP of f icial , allied police 
treated Negroes brutally in connection with dispesr^xng -^the mob. 
Department has u request,eid additional irivestigsrlfion consisting of 
interviews; EVith.'lD. individuals i having pertinent information re 
dispersal of thijgyiob^JDepartment also requests a review of 
film taken b.vfl ^which purpo rtedl y shows pertinent 




tf*^|^ 




1 -' 




(mn-i 



f%T ■■'-'-' ^■-'•* W >•*-'•- ,:r . "*,:■ -' 



OQO 



-jGomicled in First 
Mississippi Sit-in 53 

_. JACKSON, Miss., March" 29 (DPD— 
Club^swinging police and two vici 



''' iContSnoed 6ne)J\ % 

soB "each testified they were called 
to the library Monday and saw the 
nine defendants there. Tney .testi- 
fied the youths refused orders & 

leave. ;; : - ;_- -~ - ' '*'\ 

Both officers also expressed the 
opinion that the presence of the de- 



dents were convicted for staging ; « : ™ ™ al % began, AThomas 

Mississippi's first sit-in demonstra- ^S?^ 011 ?' * Negro itffee-lance 

tion. *. -. :*v- ■ HEWographer, was stopped in iront 

Several of ih^'NP^rnP^ * «^EL*!« - bim ? ir * ^y officers,, "It's 



ous German Shepherd dogs todafl WS 1011 . **»* Jj« presence of the de- 
chased more than 100 Negroes from fe £ dant i "J the library constituted 
a courthouse where nine Negro stuJ * ? rea ?P of P 1 ? Peace, 
dents were convicted for staging ."*, toe *" al -P e Z an > 

Mississinni's fircf cif_;« f) B m A «^.a, 

.• State NAACP field representative iirJ e w S i d T lk , ° e Policeman; 
&fedgflr_ExeriL.one af'ftnw h« to followed him. Armstrong mumbled 

W8SSG&i$8&2£& SfiELfiK of(iccr ' wh0 b * 

I8L^™,^J^ , A ?h1trx„a^edthe.iase: 

to rttuse an officer's order to dis- X£ . Hindi CoSitv £n.,7« «w 

a public library, were fined $100 {^ c ™« to car from a parking 
each and given suspended 30-day 
jail sentences 



•;#K 



"MOVE *EM OUT" 



One side of the municipal court^ 
room had been reserved for Negroes 
and it :was- filled 48 xninutes before 
the trianbegah/. Fourteen officer! 
and r the two ;db£s lined the front 
steps.;of the courthouse arid turned 
away, other 2^egrbe|! who tried ;to 
enter.; Separate groups\;of Negroes 
and wHiteJonned ^across the street^ 

jShortly before *courfc v convened^ 
toe Negroes began clapping their: 
hands and an -officer /yeUed/^naove 
>m *out."^ - 1 *£>>.< i- ??:-'Mi- us?it 

Police; swinging night-sticks; and 
-the dogs waded into the scattering 

i Officers ' "; then ; returned ; to the 
^courthouse steps and asked "the 
^crowd; of white persons— totalling 
£about 70-~tq ; dispersed .IVaffkT in 
[front of the building was blocked 
F "and officers ordered bystanders 





.witnesses "on the 
■aii^potfee:^ 



"*+/~s*k*&&* : ' 



THE SHR^VEPORT TIMES 

SHREVEPORT/ 
MEW ORLEANS. 

PH5UB5.1 

ET AL VICTIMS, CR 

' '-;^ iiiSlii^^N TELETYPE 3/31/61 




NOT RR^ORDED 
191 . APR 27 1961 




loc: AAG Civil Rights Divisi 

50APR271961 uw**> 






Of Negroes 
Jackson 



| JACKSON, Miss/ (AP) — FJt] 

1 agents today continued their, in 

vestigation; of ;Negrb charges *<r 

police brutality In . Mississippi 

capital city, ■\>^.-i^V.--:r,\r^>: 

I cogmjcTiNQiiiiiyf^ r ■: ii , -1.^- 

U At New Orlean^/liiheadquar- 
I tera said agents, were. t cohductin$ 
I* preliminary inquiry at the ^re- 
nuest of the Justice Department** 
civil rights division, , *■- ".•« •:'**: 
National Association for th* -A& 
Vancemenc of Colore d jWiUlJaa. 
I ers nave protested JKWCe tactics 
r^ijped in breaking .tap a demonstra< 
:r_J(tion Wednesday. It was the first 
'p\* major racial incident in the state. 
^Policemen used clubs and trainee* 
I dogs to scatter the Negroes in 
front of the courtroom where 
nine Negro college students were 
I tried and convicted for a stton 
at -a Jackson public library 7 ]^ 
Served for whites. 
£ Meanwhile in Washington/ he 
justice Department -said it ijad 
received '^assurances from re- 
sponsible leaders in Jackson that 
no Hunnecessaryi force will * be 
used"* .-A-,--- ■■■^■ rt ;-:- }*■ ■ 
LEADER SPEAKS \- ■;'.' \. 1" -"'- ^ , 
' Thursday night/ Dr, Aaron ; Hen- 
ry, president of : the NAACP 
branches in/Mississippi, told: about 
800 persons attending a mass 
meeting that he had wired Presi-; 
dent Kennedy to "halt 'this savage 
attack on Negro "people in Mis? 

SisSJPPi." ■'".' ;. . | : . ?' . 

Henry said Mississisppi Negroes 
haVe been handed a "good do-it' 
yourself kit" in the struggle for 
human dignity. s „ v v ~ 

Another Negro leader, the Rev/ 
Jonri D. Mangram called for- non- 
violence .by Negroes seeking /.equal 
rights.-: ^:";l:-.^.^::. ■^>'<^. i &' 
} "All the things which our white 
friends dp. jto us, cannot pjtefre^t 
the ' forces .that have, beeri \uni 
leashed -i^thisre^ 
the minister ; said.:\^v-^/w4 -'&K* 

"Even ^though we. -be struck 
dead, we will not strike back. :tye 
ihiist.. J face'fiwhat^€;-b^''"^p^ 
! fenced a&, >& >^meas/re;^cc<fti: 
ft. We must not ' becfone - enabit- \ 
tered at our white friends - who; 
have not the spiritual maturj^we; 
thought ihey had." # .£ ': H -£y& :■? 
■>■ Clarence; Mitchell, ; director/ of j 
the Washington bureau ■■; of the t 
JNAACP, promiseiS / stronger d^l| 
limits action by^the fe4eral-*ov# 
irnment. - ■■.? > * '* fr ~ ;~*>*%° '^r-TT^ 
r *"If |jississappi ; is Mto continue^; 
jet Vibe eagle" on the iAm$ri6an 
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^Robert Kennedy's tap assuSint Xo^diyairights^saicl the Jua-^ 
jtiee i]^partei;eiat %as invfetigating reports of police Assaults 



Mississippi -State NAAC^ iSecretL^ 
I'^elaw enfow 






ffir.-EverB'ttoryi I'm trying to 
jfind out if It's true: If It is, -it's 
a disgrace, i; may- s^ though, 
Jthat I've ram told by local *u- 
j thorlttes that the instructions to 



THE ATTACK m ^Negro 

demonstrators rt<K)k place when 

?m they, demonstrated & peaceful 

W0mi protest or&e;3ailing #:nlne \N* 

^^£feffr*o students who staged a "read- 

|§|py~|g to*' at the Jibi^rj^^^^^^ 

" J "' ^ r A* ; /the 9*tine ; v ^st^&ts^att;5>f 

^P^Klthem Irom T^al^'SouthOTj 

3^^^Chri3tiah XJbllege^ *Ysrie put^ort 

M^trial admeaOOJKegr^ 



m 



|\^htt^iac^^;Negro^ on ihe 
lother^Sfiie "p^^the j^Jurt^h^sfe' 

IstepsV;^ 

a vfto^jlia^lJ^ri^^ MflQQ 

Iba^Wl^^v*^ 



^^oineone In^tne^Srowd l>egaB 
o applaud Wto&Z&er* said, . J& 
vaa .then ;£hat - t^fiyicS^i 
^ered th^ttatS|^^i^ 



.^ 



Evera sa ldi 

:es^are committing 



id violence : igajnst\N^6?ci^ ^J 

^Ordering an irninediate liwes ^ 

*** *^**^ 

Tk* filne student* ±re Alfred t 
iee CooV, 5&/FJin\ JJicfc.; **♦ 2 
Una Merce, 19, Buffalo, IW^ 
Janice I* Jackson, 21, Clarlot| 
dale, Miss.; Joseph Jackson Jr., ^j 
«S, Memphis; T^E^»el Sawyer^? 
^^Memphis^ Jeraldlne-^Ed^ 
ward*, 19, Natchez; James -CL^ 
Bradford, ?1$, N Memphis; 'Merl-2 

dlfch7€oleman A Andlnt : ***T:*9l>% 
Jackson, and Alfred Earl'Tsuh.^ 

^te^^.yicksbur^T^gvg^ 

«ra» _ 

" Si- 




te or newspaper 
™Ihe-J , .lttsburigb,.C 



City and State 

Edition jte^is 
Author or Article 



J Editor" 
* - 



-E^If-Pr-at 



*«^p»yrsftj|hg tyJQ 



tryin^^ 

Iproxin&t^-^ 



S31ie ;^^tu^/: ; ^i[uiD r eiii& J^e£eoTy: 
ifte£ qulefltyllntd themai^^unK 
cipal ''library ^horilycr^^^^ 

of ^i^^^ianictecki^ 

*= **- ^fefe^M^es^hile f ^"" ' 4 
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(iDlTXO 
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^ TIuj . nine.' Students ,^ere tola 
fcy Pierce, <1AU rights everyone 
Pt you . get up and get out of 
Hera You're solrig %6 have to 
move .a'ong. The -Colored library 
is on WUJ:Str^t/^^^^ r ;^* 

WHEK THEY failed ib leave, 
Pieree ; _. told ,the students -they 
were iinder v arre§t.The- students ! 
arose and walked in silence to] 
tWo police c^rs whk^ were-wait- 
iiig: outside; - ^^i;^?-^^^?* 

'The students vwere linked 
under a 1960 state law against re-- 
fusing to -disperse, when order^d^ 
to do so by a law enforcement' 
officer. : The law- carries^ maxi- 
mum penalty of ^ i $200 fine and 1 
four months larjaiL It iaone of 
a package of vsegregtttioa^ta^ 
passed in .the 1960^ Legislator^ 
• inie Incident OHtsidethe^ court 
led the NAACT^o^ena a - tele- 
gram to the Governor of .Missis- 
sippi stating: that the 'ppiicemen 
In Jackson were ntft "protectors 
bat • attackers/^^e V telegram 
*ald also; , "Call off the dojjsp- 
S laycry is over! * : ^>£^M ? ^ ^ 
* ?luy WKdh^ executive NAACP 



to%Gov^^6ss^Bar^^^n^^ 
mihlsfteK^as ifcitten; t ^fth& :5$F 
by a police dog/ and -others^ 
eluding -NAAOT State-VSecrel^ 

l^gar^e^; we're Srsed^indi 
clubbed ^'policjell^^^^^ 

protection lot clans' 

puIarly^fcS^eC^r^ 

WUkmyjteiegritoT 
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, •. This limited investigation was instituted on the basis 

BU^Sap?^ ? ad ! 9 ? ! he , F ??! ral B T auof Investigation by Mr ^-m 
^ TT ■S15S?i , t^ 8 J 1 ? t an * A ^? r ? e y General, Civil Rights; Division;^ 

■■\>* * • *?•' De Partment of Justice. ^* t:-.;^.:- ..\: ; , v ^ /'.:•;■:• -v',^^-.^- : '^^2-^#^ : '-*^ : >''^ : 

" v: ik. -i©;.;;.^ v AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI f^y; - ^^3' ::';^S^?iS-5S 

(yjU)UC)^^^^^n April 21J96^^yj|«ijjBgjjM 

"" J ^^^^^^^^^MBMI and 
was being instituted in this matter. :^ : ^^ ^)^^^^^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA H 



Dote 4/28/61 



&&Y 



witnessed on l^ch 29, W, ^cteo^/^Ss^?^ fef 

- J^mm, . J^'% r /V M Aprll 25, 1961 '-*; -^l^gX- <?■#&&$ 




? -* ' V" 



:*#v? v ' 



^^ P^gfegon^rg^^pii^ Ornish 

identified tBe^elve^obe^ssSeSPiSnW ^ 
<s^^ 

^ "I am 75 years of age and am nast«w» r»-f ' 
Chenogrive Baptist Church, Highway 49North - 
Jackson, Miss. I reside at cStoi, MissT*^ i yj 

: -.• "On Wednesday, Harch 29. 1961 fl T wfl-v 
ho»e *th Simon Johnsoi'ft „ drwi iwacLonf* *^ 
Blss. to observe proceedings against m»sSi" 

3/27/1" * the Jftokson »>^icipal library on 

h™*- Y -2! hea -J "^ 1b $he area of the Courti' 

fSTiii ? bse r r S d mM ^L P°"ce. *e walked along^ 

side the court house building and Were t^in *a * 

cross the street ano\join^ |rSSp S^gr^s^icf 

had congregated on the North side of Pal^aloula^^ 

St., across from the court house! There wl^l^^ S- r - 

a group of white people qn^he mi^^^uS^W^^^^ 

wntL*?£° 1°°**** at the east end of the block -J&'a .,£.&, 

while the Negro group was on the west end oStttf'^^-"^^-'"' 

street. _■■..,.,:, .. ..;., . M^^l^,;^^:' V ."^r^' 



d A #^ 1 H Suddenly, before the s tUd*en^ who wei4 s " * 
NetrSe^J? entered the court :.Vulldliign^«r^' , ^^;^>^ 
Sfclme*!!? 1 *° *PP la « d - ^ that ^nlf^ce^^^i^ ^ 
stree^whSrS ? L*Sf Street :i *l^ *^* <&S*££ ,^%^ - 
two dogn^leasw^F^^^^y 1"^ *«<* byS^> rv* ,,; -ii 
night ItiSs anfth; d I^ £&?**?* :*■**«* their^M^ m 
— ^ ? T * d gg g ve *e nipping atj people, .v^" -c •» ~v 












, v ....^ ... 

; Vi , '-..'i;K;.-.:**..- 



-;V 



On 



4/25 /61 „♦ Jackson, Mi asJ Lsslppi 



<. SA 




File jg NO 44-1250 



■ Datedictot,j_ 4/25/61 



14 



A 



NO 44-1250 



i>4 



& 



)&)'■■■< 



S" -J 



r ... jyUjJdnotsee the dogs bite anyone, but 

I 2iiK!!iWP^ff J ^J y B Policeman vlth 
J* £?* a \ tc *> » **s ***»£ hit on the head but 
tne blows were not of such force as to be Intended 
to hurt him. They were rather the type of blow 
used to get someone' to run away from you. The ^ 
blows did not knock 4 tedown. 



from the area. 



^As I saw 




being hit, I ran" 



M I.vwas not hit In any way nor was I 
attacked by the dogs, v ; ^,* 

^ "I then felt bad because of the fright I 
had experienced so I went to the office of fl P 

tot Jackson, who has been my family physi- 
cian lor many years. ^■■■B examined me and 
prescribed something for me sfating I would feel 
better with a little rest. - * ee tU 

~ » "When I got totheDoctor » s office I saw 
«« hS°.f Photographer, flMHBfe who had blood 
on his clo thes and he was ^ real^r! lw, +h* Doctor, 
sawtf Bit V ■■* of f 
who said that Jme of iUr doisTSFb^H^KThe was ' 
likewise treated. v ^v 



true." 



"I have read this statement and it Is 



■^'fev-S 



"/s/ Sam P. Johnson 



"Witnesse d 



m 




Orleans, La. 



Special Agent, FBI, Kew y 
Special Agent , FBI ^ Hew 






' ,'■'.'>" 






■^"■*';-:%."" 
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UNITED STATES £?V (MENT 

Memorandum 



WM 




<-/' 



TO 



\jjd&< 



DIRECTOR, FBI (44-17340) 
SAC, NEW ORLEANS (44-1250) 



date: 5/9/61 



subject: 



UNS0BS, Officers of 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

|IW ^» ViyiU* flpiflH^H fr ET AL - VICTIMS 




Orleans. 



Rerep SA 




\ toiw) 



-F«n • Durin g the first reading of rereo bv <?a 
followxng corrections are indicated in re?ep: 



, 4/28/61, at New 

', the 



(fcDIDK) Page 28 , in line 11. foiinw imr the sie-n^H c * + 

(WDlO) m e nt of •■■■■^■Lthi words fi " ate " 

should beTlSngfdto^^™^^- 



Page 31, in line 8 of Ite m 6,< 
should be changed toj 



of rerep. 



initials 
There are enclosed two copies of corrected Page 34 






// 



Errors scored. 






(]p- Bureau (Ends. 2) 
1 - New Orleans 
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NOT RECORDED 
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SOI 0-1 04-01 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTER, FBI 



date: 5/9/6I 




* :! A 







SAC, NEW ORIEANS (44-1250) ^Sff^^w^ 

TTX1CTTDQ A^«^4^«_- -> T^fi.^—l* '»*£_..:* >X* . 'w.^>\ :. — ~.*^ ' A 



subject: UNSUBS, Officers of Jacks.bn", Miss. 
a. , wv. * * Police Department « >.•:$£ ^.^?. ; -i." 
US)U)VE.; ^ § ET AL r - VICTIMS 

,• OR ;.-.- ■• ^- -■: ■ >.,<■,.• .. ■?.- ■■MWt^> : .rt- -:--V-:^ 

' v>>::*>-^.^'--:V' -•• u^^Jf?'-' '• ' "' •'" " ' -"- 

jcY Rerep SA 





4/28/61, New Orleans 




reflects 
This 'p; 



PD 302 of 

that interviewing agen 

(bV0\C) istoadvise that SAs I 

■ftpM ^IWPBPlwere interviewing £g$atu in thiTinterview 
^ original FD 302 is corrected fcfigefcher with copies of rerep 

in New Orleans possession. , Bute|ja?ds requested to correct 
copies of rerep. .:-■" ;••. ■';•.••■■ ^r •*.;■.;,..:-..; .:■■ ..■..'.:■■ 



ton*o 



^_2-aureau 

1-New Orleans 



,*Vv 





-'J" J..; ,'.'" 
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( *> 


^#W, 


f k 


\S 











! ; A:><*'!v'S!|»S|<#Sk ; : -. ; ; V... . . ."-" ■' ■'. 

: -v^vrri''-;C:4:^>' ; -t ; • NOJ RECORDED ... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 



SUBJECT: MEDGAR EDGARS 
FILE NUMBER: CROSS REFERENCES 





11/10/65 



•^".r'w^'ai 



Alrtel 

to: 
Iron: 



•AC, J ack son 
Director, FBI 






-JSPBEAkJOAHI«i3«l^irxCB^ — 
OSfXABE JDOOJOX, MISSISSIPPI, 



^?— 



^^ 




Belmont - 
Mohr_ 
DeLoacb . 
Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 



yorandmi fro* the Department dated 11/0/65- Indicating 
Department In receipt of Information that a sign^utsiS 
the office of the Federal Examiner, notifying the VublS 
that the office mould be open on Saturday had been torn into 
pieces soaetlso on the afternoon of 11/6/65. 

k. ♦»- .*- Inwediately conduct the investigation recuested 
^S^ff^ 1 *^/** -0 ^ 11 P* r * >n « •ontacted that 
ofllS^IScar.'aS! ST t0d * ^ • PeClfl * ~« B - ft 



*~ 4.U- •. — - oradence Mentioned herein should be furnished 

to^a^!?J^^S p ^ rJ l te . fiaewrprl,Itir - •»»iMtionT 
IS !? l0 2 ld .JiFL£?• ^,,lll • **tog toe investigate ^her 
%?<2l LJS^J?" *«•***«* fcocses the Federal L*, ^Toffice 
JL2J? "222f: "tosissippi, to uader JiarisdictioiTef the 
!?? 0r ?i, Oo I 0r,, " wlt ** ** xl •» detersinc if the sign which cms 

Crise /-cn-st Oovemnent Reservation and/or Destruction of 
Govemsent Property violation say exist* "•»*""*««» ©* 

ffigafr &£- J 2 3?/ 
•urep within seven days of receipt of this 



•ossnnieatlon. 



-JEdc* 



:i8 NOV 121965 (V 



-HCS/pak ft 
=(4) V 

-NOTE 





fe- 



DEC 2719658? 



TELETYPE UNIT CZI 



. .hrtf^r^ - • - ^te^ fe.-.._ 



titfijU&CS 



w,tA ^V^l^W-*^.; J y. v jLs.i.T.,., ^ -'. . ^ f . ; 1 r . r , -^ - ^ . v..;^^ 4 . ) r i >l ll - . ^ . „,i, ^ . • - . ', ^ i ,_ ■'. J Ir." - 1^ . .k^; „', -:.' L f ', y ^ ^: tf ^ '„, „ - , * _ , ' , r . ; .■,j~a j .v* i- . , . . ■ -ui 1 ■■■-■■l^i ~^^tr «, J-- - -; ^; * ^ .v -L . v . :,■— .-a^--^:^ i.^.;^; >..> ,:. -^^..^.i, ^ ,^i .^t^irLWai^f i^ -^ I a* 





^ NOT*. t> PJ^V'' ^ 

«WE. ^ meaoranduiD dated 11/9/65 n.^ M$&'* -^ 

£*-—„, -^ receipt of informa+sii *(. f' ^P^Peat. advised 

^m ::" .Federal Exanlners Office E2 n *5 at a si enSutside the 
^S^pieces. Byron De 2 fec^Uh ST?' M i SS " *■*«» in?o 

^-■> ^ Ct ^ nt for th * sl*£J of 2eLir J*" 1 U ^ er State 
-*^>-->v: -leader in June, 1963, C a 2uJ5X^ E Y ers > Miss. NAACP 

v ^S 1 ?? °? * two oic ««^^EitiE E 1 ; case - He ha * b"» 

As the Federal Examiners of fl!f} U ^ in hun S Juries, 
and the sign may be conSiSf^S Q «% in the U - s - Post Office 
a « H and DGP vLStt^I^^^yft Property. # 
Cgjbxd. interference with 532*3 SL^f^oSgoi; ^ 



&'-£■" 

>^-. ■#*■■'*. 



&*■.•■:«-; . 












- 2 - 



/ 



/ 







J.. - 11/10/65 

GENERAL INVEST1GAT S DIVISION 

Federal Examiners have been 
assigned to Leflore County, Mississippi 
since August 10, 1965. Section^lKb) 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
forbids interference with Federal 
Examiners. 

Byron De La Beckwith is still 
under state*', indictment for the slaying 
of Medgar Evers, Mississippi National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People Field Secretary in 
June, 1963. He has been tried on two 
occasions both resulting in hung 
juries. Investigation being ordered. 
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Transmit the following in 
Via 



FBI 
Date: 2/28/64 



A 



(Priority) 



RE * 



SAC, A^uerqqe (10 o. New) (r^ 

IfM^MOsiAL 



IfKllJM) 






/ 



/ 



s ssss K£«£®£wwsa a- 



/ 



*°j^tj^jjtorm a tin n ^ <M 



Lees. 



twAt\ 



3 - Bureau (6 enSs.) (mii^M^ ~*W «W *•**£» 



.- AQ lOOfl ■ ""'!: fi^SL,6-iZ 



\tt- 



L I 



Approved: 



fcX2M 



Sent 



■7 

^240928^ 



.M PerlS^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIK/E i UNCLASSIFIED 

pais £lMJ£L ! m^M 



AQ 100-New 




(toet*cv 



; ;:wj» 



(blD\£Q 
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Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 




Mr. Belmo 







USB OP COMMDNicSlW ° R 



Tola 
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DATE ' June 6, 19&- ^ g 

Tratt* 
__ T.&. : 

3*. Candy 





/ 







tow^ 



J - Mr. Mohr 
J- - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 





^w-^ 
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\> 



RECfflf 




510UN 141953 



.to J UN r m 




-V 



■I 



PLAINTEXT 



6/6/63 / 

/ 



/ 



URGENT 




SulUvan 
: Tavel . 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



MAIL BOOM □ TELETYPE UNIT C3 



^ 



.^9 



I 



./ 



1 



PUilM T1ZT 



6-7-63 



TIUETTPI 



vaam 







ir .ii ■ ,. • ' ^""~- ■ -vv ■-■■■'A-- •^ir^-v5,^,;^^¥ r :^y v.y.^^:-^^,» " — rw ■;;iim i ^a 



^r» i m " m «* - — — « *>™^ 



NOTE: 



3i ■ 

'4 



4 * ? 




ffJEPSaKBB 
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fturther **™****tu* of &ii^g^^ 



^M^il*^ 
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—'■»■' '» - " ' ,** .*' *' . • V ,^^'V >> '*V^' ""' "-' •.--» ^V— - '-1-v - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF »IWE Jt.GATION 

nee — 7—? 



fc-^V 




'■ft* S^ ^SlipIS^^^ 

■3k?,?:..-" '^, '• .-Bureau teleohone naW^' ! '^^. " '■^^i'7-*. > i^^^^^'^^-''^^ts*. 






>"■■-■ 



X*. 
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- C - 



v. .-■'•' 
( • v.* 



..,.£ 



v> j - V>r£ 



^^^ 






■>' ! :-i ■ 
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DATE FWO. 

MOW FWO 



x-£g 




:'-' •■■'. : ?'< , -.r-'-. 



#" 






«.«• COVCHMMCNT MIHTIHC O^J« 



^^fr^ aifi£ ^- if!e ^^- 



FU**)*(Rev.M*9) 



J 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 







^■V^^, '.*>- '-WKNOWN 8imjBG*h'* &:&:*:>*&d& 







ChoipcNn: 



^Synopsfe 



c^ 



&<*$^ 



~'^ 



... -. . f^^-^^ii 

UNKNOWN 
; ; JMSDGAR 

! . MEDGAR BVERS Fi«lrf<^ ^ ^ Ev.-^V V ^ 

BUBpicionffAiMB 'S?n?SS '^^^ k80n ^«. , J 
tapped date back thrfe^oS r%lt e phone » are 1>eing --M 
due to uhueual Lount of affif/T?' 1 ? u ' 8 P 1 -°i«>8 housed 
listening m a vacuum, unusual nn?/ eellng •■■ tt^'SSS 
hollow aound as if someone wm ?£?!!'< muted voices a "da 
occasion after completim? ™i- T% li8teni ng. On one 
.second call and reached Jactaon J^* * phone attempted 

^e«^ 




TW» document contain* neither 



'•oommendatio nj 



on* nor conclusion* of the Put t* . * t 

1U content* are not to iJhi^SL I* U tt# P«>J>«tr of the FRr **a t i 

«« tohedutdbotedouuide ytmr a*«n<£ "» FBI and I, loaned to your agency; ft aac 
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4 rtDE RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. . N 



Dote_*B«7 t 1963 




C j 






■U»i.«ippi, *,„.i.h.d th. ft>u£iSg tSt^ZilJ^ "' 

local trt«SoM^2S«T Sift J roub ** S" *WtirS\b|S 

*aacp office and hi* hmu ^^T^ .•■*■ ■*■•■ *br— phono* >t th* 
•"caption*! ««Mnt of «?.«» iS"-.* 8 **• trtipfcon* IUmT s 






&;* 



v-*mi$g&r? 



«od ^W^S^LTifJJS 1 P 35 * 8 **« *« downtown Jack*L ? 
recalled, and rSushid 1 JiSV? ? 6 nu «b«F«» «acact auibSr 2* 

the operator that tto mmiLI^ 2?*?** naaher, zfSBM told 
number, that ho had paJS "*£ J!,f i J l0d J* 8 ^s offS phono * 
jo roaaon why it ihoSld not hi iX?? 1 " "J 1 * •■* tharoaaa 
discontinuing convoSitiSr-Su W ?f kln8 * ***«diat*ly aftlr 

one of hia offiSJ ZU^tJF?* ■»*• * tolophono call fro. 

topic of conversatlonT Aft** *Ii£? *!,**" **lULng nor tho " 
J* toaediatoly PickS'uptSy^ 1 ;^;, «■ «onv*r.aiSoa t ; . 
i2S* ?S,? OBieoa# «■ *hS phonS 22JJL 2£.!*I* a tod thinklag 
£ d id^^^ 

-^and^^ ^ 
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to»^_a 



-^^_^^^»?!mii_ ,J? *W,K 
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4 FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN>WtIGa . .^N 
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Dote. June 12. lofr* 




three telephone lines at the MatiS^? ?.™*? h * h » d «h»cked 
Advanceaent of ColSred Pa%a*f £££ ) ^Jff^S? 1 for *>• 

;t the residence of KKDa5t mra J2 ?£f J C J 2 nd •"• ♦•^•Phoiio 
found no foi^lgn attactototr^'^J/***^ **** *• **& - 
«y foreign attwKent. £ the DorSS°? A , th ! tth0r * *■* *«n^ 
•vidence of a tap on the binttnTJoif * f *^ ?° ^ 0r <**•* 



V -V ■• i .■ 



.- A 
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6/B/63 



at Jaokson, MlaslB»i PP i 
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_Fil, #, 139-93 
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